
Appendix B 
 

STUDENT GROWTH AND PROFESSIONAL GOAL SETTING FORM                                                     
 
Student Learning and Growth Goal (SLG) may be developed as a team (e.g.  PLT, Grade Level Department Team). 

  
Teacher: Finance (9-10)                     Contract Status:  Probationary  
 
School: Northwest High school                   School Year: 2013-14 
 
Administrator/evaluator: Principal Berger                                     Date: September 15

th
, 2013 
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Content/Standard Student Learning 
Goal 1 (SLG 1) 

 

Students covered in this goal are participating in a semester long course designed to explore the 
real world marketplace with a specific emphasis on career fields in finance.   Specifically this goal 
focuses on the Knowledge and Skills (CTE standards) for the Finance Cluster within the Business 
Management Career Learning Area. The following industry-based knowledge and standards will be 
addressed in this SLG: 
 
FNZ01.01   Apply reading skills used in the financial services industry.  
FNZ01.02   Apply writing skills used in the financial services industry.  
FNZ01.03   Apply mathematics skills used in the financial industry.  
FNZ01.04   Apply economic skills used in the financial services.  
FNZ01.05   Understand and use financial formulae to make investment, borrowing and lending 
decisions.  
FNZ04.02   Apply technology used in the financial services industry.  
 
This course is organized into 5 units of study that measure all of the finance standards above and 
include the following topics: 

 Unit 1: Finance and careers 

 Unit 2: Financial decision-making 

 Unit 3: Basic business management 

 Unit 4: Consumerism 

 Unit 5: Global economics 
 
This goal will focus on the standard to “Apply reading skills used in the financial services 
industry,” which is especially relevant to the new Common Core State Standards, particularly 9-10 
Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects: 
 
9-10 Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects: 

 9-10.LS.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical 
texts, attending to the precise details of explanations or descriptions 

  9-10.LS.2 Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s 
explanation or depiction of a complex process, phenomenon, or concept; provide an 
accurate summary of the text 

 9-10.LS.3 Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out 
experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special 
cases or exceptions defined in the text 

 9-10.LS.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific 
words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant 
to grades 9–10 texts and topics 

 9-10.LS.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the 
author’s claim or a recommendation for solving a scientific or technical problem 

 
  



 

 

Context 
 

This goal covers 32 students total—15 9th grade students and 17 10th grade students taking this course 
for one semester. Two students this year are taking advanced classes, including advanced math. These 
students may grasp concepts more quickly than their peers and require lesson extension. Three 
students have 504 plans for ADHD.   

 
The duration of the course covered by this goal is from January 2014 to May 2015. This course meets 
five times per week for 55 minutes.  

Baseline Data 
 

Baseline Data 
Baseline data was collected from a district-created pre-assessment comprised of 25 multiple choice 
questions (2 points each, worth 50 points) and 10 short answer questions (5 points each, worth 50 
points).   
 

Finance 
Standard 
Measured  

Number of Students 
Demonstrating 

“Mastery/Advanced” 

Number of 
Students 

Demonstrating 
“Meets” 

Number of 
Students 

Demonstrating 
“Approaching” 

Number of 
Students 

Demonstrating 
“Beginning” 

FNZ01.01    0 0 2 30 

FNZ01.02     6 10 16 

FNZ01.03    2 15 8 7 

FNZ01.05    3 14 8 7 

FNZ04.02    10 20 0 2 

 
A review of the pre-assessment data, in particular the short answer responses, showed all students 
struggle with reading and analyzing technical text (e.g., charts and tables with financial information). 
Most students (26) also struggled with the application of writing skills which align with the ability to 
analyze and respond to text.  
 
Trend data 

 Fall 2012 
Average Score 

Spring 2013 
Average Score 

Fall 2013 
Average Score 

Unit 1: Finance and 
Careers 

85 87 87 

Unit 2: Financial 
Decision-making 

84 85 86 

Unit 3: Basic 
Business 
Management 

70 71 72 

Unit 4: 
Consumerism 

71 72 70 

Unit 5: Global 
Economics 

73 74 77 

End-of-Course 
Exam 

78 80 79 

 
Trend data suggest that students do well on the first two units, Finance and Careers and Financial 
Decision-Making. These two units are most easily linked within student’s real-world experience. 
Students struggle most on Basic Business Management, Consumerism, and Global Economics. These 
units contain complex terminology embedded into technical texts that are new to most students, which 
may require additional reading instruction in order for students to fully grasp the terms and new 
concepts.  
 
Both baseline and trend data suggest that students have not developed the technical reading skills 
essential to success in the financial industry. This course requires students to analyze and produce 
technical documents that are requisites for success in the finance industry as well as other areas of 
education, career, and life.  

  



 

Student Growth Goal Statement 
 

The growth target for every student is to advance two proficiency levels in their ability to apply reading 
skills used in the financial services industry (based on the pre-assessment administered in January of 2014 
as measured by the end-of-course exam to be administered in May of 2014).  
 

Standard 
Measured 

on Finance 
Pre-

Assessment 

Number of Students 
Demonstrating 

“Mastery/Advanced” 

Number of 
Students 

Demonstrating 
“Meets” 

Number of 
Students 

Demonstrating 
“Approaching” 

Number of 
Students 

Demonstrating 
“Beginning” 

FNZ01.01    2 30 0 0 
 

Types of Measures/Evidence for 
SLG  

 

Students will be assessed using a district-created end-of-course exam created by a team of teachers with an 
expertise in the Business Management Career Learning Area. The assessment is aligned with the pre-
assessment administered at the beginning of the course and is comprised of multiple-choice questions and 
short-answer responses that require students to read financial scenarios and provide basic financial 
guidance using evidence from the text.  All students will have 2 class periods (110 minutes) to complete the 
exam, except for those students with IEPs who require extended time. 
 
Student progress will also be monitored monthly through a review of an end-of-unit research report 
designed to allow students to demonstrate mastery through a variety of modalities (e.g. written response, 
oral presentation, video/multi-media).   
 
(Assessments attached)  

Strategies  
 

Reading Strategies (all students)  

 Develop and use text dependent questions that target key vocabulary and text structure 

 Combine seven intelligences in classroom lesson plans (e.g., linguistic, logical-mathematical, 
visual-spatial) to allow students opportunities to learn through preferred learning styles.  
 

Reading strategies for students with ADHD 

 Use graphic organizers and other visuals to support text dependent questions/answers 

 Use color to highlight important information 

 Model skills both to whole class and one-on-one 
 

Reading strategies for advanced students:  

 Incorporate distance learning opportunities  

Professional Learning and 
Support: 

 

Additional professional development on creating and applying text dependent question to support student 
reading comprehension using informational text.  
 
I would also greatly benefit from regular opportunities to work with my colleagues from multiple disciplines 
on using assessment results to guide/modify instruction.  

 


