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Oregon Department of Education
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Fall 2012

Welcome

 Introductions
 Structure of this session
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Objectives

 Updates and Opportunities
 Overview of … 

 Office of Assessment & Information Services (OAIS), Office 
of Student Learning & Partnerships (OSL&P), and District 
Roles

 Oregon’s Statewide Assessments
 General Assessment (w/ and w/o accommodations)
 Alternate Assessment based on Alternate Achievement 

Standards (Oregon’s Extended Assessment)
 Accommodations
 Decision Making

Updates and Opportunities 



3

 Teachers: Digging Deeper into the CCSS for ELA & 
Literacy and Math

 Administrators: Planning Strand

 Registration on COSA website
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=COSA&WebCode=CCSSRS 

 2012-13 Webinar Series
 Approximately one per month
 Focus on instruction

 Scheduled so far:
 9/24 – Teacher Implementation Toolkit
 10/16 – Smarter Balanced Sample Items
 11/13 – Literacy in Science
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 Implementation Toolkit
 Focus on making the Common Core a 

reality in the classroom
 Ensure Effective Teams
 Establish K-12 Frameworks
 Implement Quality Materials
 Examine Classroom Instruction
 Target Professional Development

www.ode.state.or.us/go/ccsstoolkit

Oregon’s “Module 1”
 Designed to build understanding of CCSS
 6 sessions each for ELA/Literacy and Math
 Math: K-8 and HS versions

 ELA: K-5, 6-12, and Content Area versions
 Under 60 minutes each
 Versatile presentation possibilities
 Staff meeting, PLC, Independent Study

* Find them under “Resources” for ELA and Math
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 Teacher Implementation Toolkit
Webinar on September 24th (3-4p PST)

To get familiar with the site visit:
 ELA & Literacy 

www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3604
 Math 

www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3607

 ODE has made an application to contribute some of 
its own (from OAKS) secure test items to the 
Smarter item banks (OAKS items that align to CCSS)

 Convening Oregon teachers to develop new items 
for the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test.
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Oregon Department of 
Education www.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore 11

 Building consensus on what College and Career Ready means 
for students who participate in AA-AAS

 Building solid content foundations with articulated educational 
logic (Learning Maps; Learning Progressions and CCSS Dual 
Alignment); and Evidence Centered Design

 Computer-based delivery of assessments (summative, 
formative, interim).

 Resources and professional development supports to 
educators

Oregon’s Alternate (Extended) Assessment Transition
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 More accessibility in the general assessment
 Fewer students taking alternate assessment
 Students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities
 Emphasis on problem solving and career and 

college readiness
 Assessment should provide additional insight 

into a student’s post-school skill-set

Implications for the Alternate Assessment 

 Summative
 Linked to Oregon’s grade level content 

standards (RDBC)
 Performance based
 Format
 Administration
 Data Entry
 Reporting

Current Alternate Assessment Framework
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 Tier II state with National Center and State Collaborative 
alternate assessment consortium 
(http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709 ) 
 Beta tester and Evaluator: 

 Fall 2012: Curriculum & Instruction; Professional Development 
information/modules/materials

 Resources:
 Oregon Alternate Assessment Transition Team (ODE)
 Stewardship Team Alternate Assessment subcommittee
 Oregon’s Community of Practice
 Behavioral Research and Teaching, University of Oregon

Oregon’s Alternate (Extended) Assessment Transition

 Tier II state with National Center and State Collaborative 
alternate assessment consortium 
(http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709 ) 
 Beta tester and Evaluator: 

 Fall 2012: Curriculum & Instruction; Professional Development 
information/modules/materials

 Resources:
 Oregon Alternate Assessment Transition Team (ODE)
 Stewardship Team Alternate Assessment subcommittee
 Oregon’s Community of Practice
 Behavioral Research and Teaching, University of Oregon

Oregon’s Alternate (Extended) Assessment Transition
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Extended Assessment
 Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy 
Under OAR 581-022-0615: Assessment of Essential Skills, students are required to 
demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills in order to receive a regular or 
modified diploma. As identified in Appendix K of the Test Administration Manual, 
students may use the Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) to 
demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills; for students on an IEP seeking a 
modified diploma, this includes the OAKS Extended Assessment. 
New for 2012-13, ODE has adopted a policy allowing students whose IEP indicates 
the OAKS Extended Assessments to retest in their 12th grade year, if they did not 
meet the alternate achievement standard as 11th graders, for any of the subject areas 
tested by this assessment (i.e., Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Writing) . While 
retests are not mandatory, like those who participate in the OAKS statewide 
assessments, districts should have testing opportunities available for grade 12 students 
with disabilities who wish to retake an OAKS Extended Assessment(s)--especially 
those needing to demonstrate proficiency for the Essential Skills graduation 
requirement. 

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 947-5755.

Test Administration Manual

 Guidance regarding retake of Writing Performance 
Assessment for students enrolled in Grade 12.
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Changes to Accommodation Manual

 In the 2012-2013 edition of the Accommodations Manual:
 There were no new accommodations or changes from current 

accommodations to allowable resources
 A new section has been added to clarify the process of how to address 

accommodation requests while “in the moment” of testing for any 
student who was not previously identified as needing a specific 
accommodation.

 Guidance on responding to student questions while “in the 
moment”: TAs are not to provide an accommodation which 
was not previously identified based on an assessment of 
individual student need. (p. 25)

 COMING SOON: Providing another table of 
accommodations for Work Samples.

Read-Aloud Accommodation

 The “Oregon Math Read-Aloud Guidelines and 
Examples” document has been updated and is 
available for download.

 http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/ad
min/alt/ea/guidelines-for-the-math-read-aloud-
accommodation-for-2012-2013.pdf
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Assessment Accommodations

 All documents on the ODE assessment 
accommodations webpage have been updated. 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=487

“Promising Practice” Document

 NEW – Promising Practice for Selecting and 
Documenting Accommodations 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2444
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Opportunity

 The Accommodations Panel has several openings in 
critical areas needing representation.
 Panel members review recommendations, propose studies, 

and advise the Department on current accommodations 
and universal designs regarding the inclusion of all students 
in Oregon in statewide assessments.   

 Accommodations Panel members are nominated by:        
(a) outgoing members, (b) self-nominated,  (c) nominated   
by existing members, or (d) state recommendation.

 For more information, contact Laura Petschauer at 
Laura.Petschauer@state.or.us

OAIS & OSL&P



13

Office of Assessment and Information Services 
(OAIS) Role

 Collect and report data in accordance with federal 
accountability reporting requirements through NCLB to 
ensure that rigorous student expectations are upheld

 Manage the statewide assessment for all of Oregon’s 
students by developing, maintaining, and supporting the 
OAKS System

 Ensure the reliability of reporting (source) data through 
system security and system consistency

Office of Student Learning and Partnership (OSLP) 
Assessment Role

 Ensure that IDEA’s tenets of support and equity for 
students with disabilities are upheld and incorporated in 
a system that is also governed by NCLB’s tenets of 
accountability and high expectations for all

 Collect, monitor, and respond to student and district 
level data related to this role 

 Provide evidence to USDE to demonstrate adequate and 
appropriate use of federal funds related to this role
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Interaction Between Offices

 Collaborate on reports and reporting
 Respond to development needs to ensure shared vision 

(fit) within the assessment system
 Engage in relevant grant opportunities
 OAIS monitors and maintains NCLB requirements and 

consults with OSLP to ensure fidelity to IDEA 
expectations

 OSLP monitors and maintains IDEA and consults with 
OAIS to ensure adherence to the appropriate technical 
specifications

Districts’ Roles and Responsibilities:
Assessment
 Assess students in accordance with federal and 

state regulation in the context of providing a free 
and appropriate public education

 Provide accurate and reliable data to ODE
 Use data appropriately when decision making  
 For additional information see Oregon’s Test 

Administration Manual (cf. Resources doc)
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Oregon’s Statewide 
Assessments 

Assessment System 
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General Assessments

OAKS Online

 All Students
 Reading: Grades 3 – 8 & 11
 Mathematics: Grades 3 – 8 & 11
 Science: Grades 5, 8, & 11
 Writing: Grade 11 (for 2012-2013)
 Format: Online 
 Accommodations
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Alternate Assessment-Alternate 
Achievement Standards:

Oregon’s Extended Assessment

Oregon’s Extended Assessment

 Alternate Assessment based on Alternate Achievement Standards 
(AA-AAS)

 Allowances for a state to create an alternate assessment for students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

 IEP team decides who participates
 Up to 1% of the students who are found proficient (“meets” and/or 

“Exceeds”) can count toward state AYP performance reports (see 
Guidance section on ODE’s Extended Assessments website).
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Oregon’s Extended Assessment

 Reading: Grades Bands (Elem, Middle, High School)
 Mathematics: Grades 3 –8 & 11
 Science: Grades 5, 8, & 11
 Writing: Grade 11 (for 2012-2013)
 Format: Paper-Pencil
 Standard or Scaffold

Training Outline

 Qualified Trainers (QTs) and Qualified Assessors 
(QAs)

 2012-13 network: will consist of returning QTs 
and QAs from 2011-12 and new QTs and QAs 
trained in 2012-13

 New and Returning QT/QA Training options
 Info posted under “Training” icon on Oregon’s 

Extended Assessment webpage.
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Basic Training Options

NEW QTs
 Attend one of the 

five live regional 
trainings

__________________

Returning QTs
 Review updates and pass the refresher  

proficiency test on the  training and proficiency 
website after mid-October.

 OPTIONAL: Get district approval to attend 
one of the live regional trainings hosted by the 
Oregon Department of Education’s OSL&P

_________________________________________

NEW QAs
 Attend one of the live 

trainings hosted by a 
local trainer who has 
re-qualified for the 
current school year.

Returning QAs
 Review updates and pass the refresher 

proficiency test on the  training and proficiency 
website after mid-October.

 OPTIONAL: Get district approval to attend one 
of the trainings hosted by a local trainer (who 
has re-qualified for the current school year)

State Capacity for Qualified 
Assessors and Qualified Trainers

 State intent (~target) for QTs was 300 
 Allocations were committed to districts based on this estimate
 Number of QTs: 171 (2011-12)
 Number of QAs: 1245 (2011-12)
 Number of students assessed: 5400+

 Districts are responsible for ensuring capacity to assess all 
students who will be taking the Extended Assessments

 Funds allocated according to SECC amounts are similar to 
last year’s

 In addition to assessment training, funds can be used toward 
the enhancement of assessment efforts for students with 
disabilities

38
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Accommodations

Accommodations
 Assessment accommodations are available to all 

students, although the decision to apply 
accommodations must be based on an assessment of 
individual student need.

 Accommodations are designed to level the playing 
field so that all students have equitable access to 
learning, and access to demonstrating what they have 
learned.
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Accommodations
 Accommodations are practices and procedures in 

presentation, response, setting, and timing or 
scheduling that, when used in an assessment, 
provide equitable access to all students.

 Accommodations do not compromise the learning 
expectations, construct, grade-level standard, and/or 
measured outcome of the assessment. 

 Accommodations are NOT Modifications.

Accommodations Manual

 Purpose: To clarify the numerous issues related to selecting 
and providing technically appropriate supports in an 
assessment environment.

 How it’s used: 
 To define the specific supports in the current accommodations 

tables.
 As a resource to guide teachers in the provision of supports 

during assessment.
 To assist IEP, 504 Plan, and other teams in determining 

appropriate accommodations for each individual student.
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Practices and Procedures
 Administration instructions for approved 

accommodations can be found in the Accommodations 
Manual.

 Allowable resources are listed on pages 49-51 of the 
Accommodations Manual and located within the Test 
Administration Manual with the subject specific 
appendices.  Anything else is a Modification and will 
invalidate the score for all reporting purposes.

 ODE assessment accommodation tracking form for 
districts to use during the testing window is available 
online at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=487

Universal Design of Instruction and 
Learning

 Universal Design allows for multiple ways of 
teaching, multiple ways of learning, and multiple ways 
to demonstrate learning

 By incorporating Universal Design into curriculum, it 
minimizes the need for accommodations 

 Universal Design allows all students access to 
learning in a way that emphasizes their learning style

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDvKnY0g6e4
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Universal Design in Assessment 

 Universal Design in assessment is about accessibility: 
using different formats, technologies, and designs to 
include all students

 Examples:
 Changing testing times to accommodate student needs
 Using the Online Braille Interface so that blind and visually 

impaired students can test on the computer
 Adjustable font sizes
 Adaptive keyboards and equipment
 Text to speech software

Decision-making 
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Student with Disabilities must be Allowed 
to Participate in Assessments
 § 300.160 Participation in assessments (f) (1)

 An SEA (or, in the case of a district-wide assessment, an 
LEA) must make available to the public, and report to the 
public with the same frequency and in the same detail as it 
reports on the assessment of nondisabled children, the 
following: (1) The number of children with disabilities 
participating in regular assessments, and the number of 
those children who were provided accommodations (that 
did not result in an invalid score) in order to participate in 
those assessments.

Decision-Making

 Among numerous instructional decisions, IEP teams must 
also decide:
 General or Alternate assessment

 If General, what type of supports* to provide during assessment
 If Alternate assessment—Standard or Scaffold administration

 If ELL how will they participate in ELPA
 NEW: ODE will create and disseminate appropriate 

assessment decision-making tracking materials for districts 
and team members to use during IEP meetings (2 
handouts).

*A decision to use unapproved accommodations, is a decision
to invalidate the student’s test for all reporting  purposes.
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Consider General Assessment without or 
with accommodations if:
 Student:

 Based on progress monitoring data, performs at or around grade level. 
 Academic difficulties are ―mild to moderateǁ and can typically be addressed 

by using simplified language.
 Reading is within two to three grades of enrolled level.
 Academic difficulties primarily surround reading but performance in other 

subject areas is similar to grade-level peers. 

 Instruction:
 Student primarily receives instruction from grade level materials.
 Student relies on accommodations only to access instructional information.

Consider Standard Administration of 
Extended Assessment if:
 Student:

 Based on progress monitoring data, performs well below grade level. 
 Academic difficulties are generalized (to all subject areas) and are significant.
 Reads significantly below enrolled grade level. 

 Instruction:
 Student primarily receives instruction from specialized (but not functional) 

materials that are reduced in depth, breadth, and complexity.
 Student relies on accommodations and modifications to access instructional 

information.
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Consider Scaffold Administration of 
Extended Assessment if:
 Student:

 Performance is significantly impacted by the disability. 
 Does not read. 
 Has academic, mobility, and receptive and expressive language difficulties that 

are generalized and significant.

 Instruction:
 Student primarily receives instruction from both specialized (materials that are 

reduced in depth, breadth, and complexity) and functional materials.
 Student relies predominantly on modifications to access instructional 

information.

ODE Contact

 Brad Lenhardt (Education Specialist II: Monitoring and Assessment)

 Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us

 Laura Petschauer (Education Specialist II: Monitoring and Accommodations)

 Laura.Petschauer@state.or.us
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