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Smarter Balanced Pilot Test (Scientific Sample)  
The Scientific Sample Pilot testing will take place between February 20 and May 10, 2013. Tests at different 
grade levels and content areas will be available during different specific testing windows within this broader 
window and this will determine when each school will administer the pilot. Each school will be assigned a 
specific testing window.  
 

 Grades 3—11 will be assessed in the content areas of English language arts/literacy and mathematics. 
Schools will be assigned one or two grades to administer either an ELA or mathematics assessment in 
each designated grade.  

 

 The assessment is computer based and will feature the new selected-response and performance task 
item types. The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium’s website is an excellent resource to learn 
more about the item types and content specifications: www.smarterbalanced.org. Most testing times 
will range anywhere from 2 to approximately 3.5 hours depending on the school’s assigned condition.  

 

 Training opportunities will be provided to assist schools and districts in preparing for the pilot, 
including a high-level informational training on the assessment that will be presented on several 
occasions before and during the testing window. Additionally, five self-paced online training modules 
will provide more granular information on the pilot (Note: All training materials will be posted to the 
Smarter Balanced portal http://sbac.portal.airast.org/ )  
 

 Training tests (for each grade level and subject area) have been released to assist students with 
becoming familiar with the new item types that are present on the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test.  
Students can also practice with the three different online calculators (Basic, Scientific and Graphing) 
that are available for use on the pilot test.  The training tests and online calculators can only be 
accessed on Mozilla Firefox at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Training_Test/student.html  

 
Accommodations guidance for the Pilot Test is now available and are located on the Smarter 

Balanced portal at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Pilot_Test/resources.html?pilot#additional.  
 

 The Pilot Test Administrator Manual and Test Coordinator Manual are also now available at the 
Smarter Balanced Portal at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/.  
 

Although the pilot test is not mandatory, ODE strongly encourages schools to take 
advantage of this exciting opportunity. Participating in the pilot test will offer districts and 
schools the chance to interact in the most authentic way with the online testing system and 
with new, innovative item types that will be part of future Smarter Balanced assessments. 
 

Should you have additional questions about participating in the Scientific Sample Pilot Test, please contact 
DRC:  
Phone: 800-847-3193  
E-mail: SmarterBalancedRecruitment@DataRecognitionCorp.com  
 
Should you have additional questions about the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test in general please contact the 
AIR Help Desk:  
Phone: 866-815-7246  
E-mail: smarterbalancedpilot@air.org 
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Smarter Balanced Pilot Test (Scientific Sample) Replacement Schools 
In mid-December 2012, ODE received the initial list of schools from Oregon that were randomly selected to 
participate in the scientific sample of the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test.  Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) 
has been recruiting schools since that time.  As anticipated, some of the schools have declined participation, 
and so Smarter Balanced is required to replace these schools with comparable ones in order to meet the 
requirements of the sampling plan.   
 
ODE has contacted district test coordinators from each of the districts that had schools selected as 
replacements for the scientific sample of the Pilot test via email.  Districts that received an email from ODE 
in regard to being selected to participate in the scientific sample of the pilot test need to contact DRC 
(by phone at 1-800-847-3193 or by email at SmarterBalancedRecruitment@DataRecognitionCorp.com) after 
January 28, 2013 to let them know whether the school is willing to participate. 
 
Volunteer Smarter Balanced Pilot Test (Early April to Mid-May 2013) 
The volunteer portion of the Pilot Test is open to all interested schools that registered online and provides the 
opportunity to experience the assessment and some of its basic features. Classrooms, full grades, or multiple 
grades may take one or both content areas of the assessment at any point during the volunteer pilot window. 
Schools will have access to online instructions and FAQs. To sign up to participate in the volunteer portion of 
the Pilot Test, please complete the online survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot) by 
March 27, 2013. 
  
Initial Achievement Level Descriptors and College Readiness Policy 
The Consortium released draft initial achievement level descriptors (ALDs) for feedback and review through 
January 15, 2013. The initial ALDs describe levels of student performance in English language arts/literacy 
and mathematics on the Smarter Balanced assessments. Smarter Balanced has also released a college 
content-readiness definition with associated implications for 12th grade and postsecondary coursework at each 
achievement level on the 11th grade assessment. The ALDs, college content-readiness definition documents 
can be accessed at http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-level-descriptors-and-college-
readiness/. 
 
Preliminary Test Blueprints 
The Smarter Balanced preliminary test blueprints describe the content of the English language arts/literacy and 
mathematics summative assessments for grades 3–8 and high school—and how that content will be assessed. 
Developed with broad input from member states, partners, and stakeholders, the preliminary test blueprints 
reflect the depth and breadth of the performance expectations of the Common Core State Standards. Smarter 
Balanced Governing States adopted the preliminary summative test blueprints in November 2012.  The test 
blueprints can be accessed online at http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/Smarter-Balanced-Preliminary-Test-Blueprints.pdf.  
 
Technology Strategy Framework and System Requirements Specifications 
The technology planning framework has been updated to clarify the minimum hardware and software 
requirements that will allow schools and districts to evaluate which of their existing devices will support the 
administration of next-generation assessments.  The recommended minimum hard drive space for new 
purchases has been amended from “recommending an 80 GB hard drive” to “recommending an 80 GB hard 
drive or at least 1 GB of hard drive space available.”  Additionally, the minimum requirements for users with 
Windows-based tablet devices running Windows 8, now excludes Windows Runtime (RT).  The full Smarter 
Balanced Technology Strategy Framework and System Requirements Specifications report can be accessed 
at http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/. 
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