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Oregon’s Social Science Grade Level Standards  
Studying the Social Sciences helps students develop as rational, humane and productive citizens in a 

democratic society. Oregon’s Social Sciences standards define the content knowledge, thinking skills, 

and “habits of mind” that all Oregon students are expected to acquire in K-8 and three years of high 

school. The standards are organized by the content areas mandated in state statute:  Civics and 

Government, Economics, Geography, History (Historical Knowledge). Additional headings are included 

to highlight specific content and skills:  Financial Literacy, Social Science Analysis, and Historical 

Thinking. These standards were adopted by the Oregon State Board of Education in August 2011. 

 

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 

The grades 6–12 standards are divided into two sections, one for ELA and the other for history/social 
studies, science, and technical subjects. This division reflects the unique, time-honored place of ELA 
teachers in developing students’ literacy skills while at the same time recognizing that teachers in other 
areas must have a role in this development as well. 

Literacy standards for grade 6 and above are predicated on teachers of ELA, history/social studies, 
science, and technical subjects using their content area expertise to help students meet the particular 
challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language in their respective fields. It is important 
to note that the 6–12 literacy standards in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are not 
meant to replace content standards in those areas but rather to supplement them. 

In general, by the end of grade 8, students should be able to read and comprehend history/social 
science texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. In addition, 
students should write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE 
 

8.1 Evaluate continuity and change over the course of United States history by analyzing 
examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies, or 
nations.  

 

8.2 Evaluate continuity and change over the course of Unites States history, by analyzing 
key people and constitutional convention, age of Jefferson, industrial revolution, 
westward expansion, Civil War.  

 

8.3 Examine social, political and economic factors that caused westward expansion from 
American Revolution through reconstruction.  

 

8.4 Evaluate the impact of different factors, including gender, age, ethnicity and class on 
groups and individuals during this time period and the impact these groups and 
individuals have on events of the time.  

 

8.5 Analyze the causes as outlined in the Declaration of Independence, and examine the 
major American and British leaders, key events, international support, and 
consequences of (e.g., Articles of Confederation, changes in trade relationships, 
achievement of independence by the United States) the American Revolution.  

 

There are no related CCSS Literacy Standards associated with Historical Knowledge. 
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HISTORICAL THINKING 

 

8.6 Use and interpret documents and other relevant primary and secondary sources 
pertaining to U.S. History from multiple perspectives. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading 

6-8.RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts. 

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Writing* 
6-8.WH.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. (See last page for complete steps 

in writing arguments.) 

6-8.WH.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

6-8.WH.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation. 

6-8.WH.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

*Whenever writing is produced, the production/distribution literacy standards below will apply. 
6-8.WH.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  

6-8.WH.5  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed.   

6-8.WH.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

 

8.7 Analyze evidence from multiple sources including those with conflicting accounts 
about specific events in U.S. History. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading 

6-8.RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
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6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

 

8.8 Evaluate information from a variety of sources and perspectives. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading 

6-8.RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

 

8.9 Construct or evaluate a written historical argument demonstrating an understanding 
of primary and secondary sources. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading 

6-8.RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Writing 

6-8.WH.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. (See last page for complete steps 
in writing arguments.) 

6-8.WH.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation. 

6-8.WH.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

8.10 Interpret maps to identify growth and development of the United States.  
 

8.11 Identify and describe patterns and networks of economic interdependence, migration, 
and settlement.  

 

8.12 Investigate how differing geographic perspectives apply to issues in U.S. History.  
 

8.13 Explain how current and historical technological developments, societal decisions, and 
personal practices influence sustainability in the United States.  

 

There are no related CCSS Literacy Standards associated with Geography. 

 

CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT 
 

8.14 Explain rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
 

8.15 Contrast the impact of the Articles of Confederation as a form of government to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

 

8.16 Compare and contrast how European governments and the United States government 
interacted with Native American peoples. 

 

8.17 Examine the development activities of political parties and interest groups and their 
affect on events, issues, and ideas. 

 

8.18 Examine and analyze important United States documents, including (but not limited 
to) the Constitution, Bill of Rights, 13th-15th Amendments. 

 

8.19 Examine important Supreme Court decisions prior to 1880 and the impact of the 
decisions on government practices, personal liberties, and property rights. 

 

8.20 Analyze the changing definition of citizenship and the expansion of rights. 
 

8.21 Analyze important political and ethical values such as freedom, democracy, equality, 
and justice embodied in documents such as the Declaration of Independence, the 
United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

 

There are no related CCSS Literacy Standards associated with Civics and Government. 

 

ECONOMICS/FINANCIAL LITERACY 
 

8.22 Distinguish among tariffs, quotas, and government policies as means to regulate 
trade. 

 

8.23 Describe how industrialization changes production and how it creates shifts in the 
market. 

 

There are no related CCSS Literacy Standards associated with Economics/Financial Literacy. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE ANALYSIS 
 

8.24 Compare fictional portrayals of a time, place, or character to historical or other non-
fictional sources relating to the same period. 

Scoring Guide Connection: Research. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading 

6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions  

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Writing 

6-8.WH.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

8.25 Critique data for point of view, historical context, distortion, or propaganda and 
relevance. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Research, examine. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading  
6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

8.26 Examine a controversial event, issue, or problem from more than one perspective. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Research, examine. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading  
6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Writing 
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6-8.WH.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

6-8.WH.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation. 

6-8.WH.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

8.27 Examine the various characteristics, causes, and effects of an event, issue, or 
problem. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Research, examine. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading  
6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

Writing 

6-8.WH.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

6-8.WH.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

8.28 Investigate a response or solution to an issue or problem and support or oppose, 
using research. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Research, examine, conclude. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards 

Reading  
6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies. 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

Writing 

6-8.WH.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. (See last page for complete steps 
in writing arguments.) 

6-8.WH.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation. 
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6-8.WH.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
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Complete CCSS Literacy Standards for Writing Arguments 

and Writing Informative/Explanatory Texts 
 

6-8.WH.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

 

6-8.WH.2  Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented. 

 


