
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

CONNECTING OREGON’S 

SCIENCE GRADE LEVEL 

STANDARDS 

with the CCSS for Literacy in Science 
and Technical Subjects 

 
____ 
 
High School 

 



 

 
1 

 
CONNECTING OREGON’S SCIENCE GRADE LEVEL STANDARDS 

with the CCSS for LITERACY in Science and Technical Subjects– HIGH SCHOOL 

1 

Oregon’s Science Grade Level Standards  
Science is a way of knowing about the natural world based on tested explanations supported by 

accumulated empirical evidence. Oregon’s Sciences standards define the scientific content knowledge 

and process skills that all students are expected to learn during science instruction in K-8 and three 

years of high school. Oregon’s science content standards include four core standards at each grade 

from kindergarten through eighth grade and for high school. These core standards provide the major 

unifying concepts and processes that are the primary focus of teaching and learning across the grades.  

Underneath each of these core standards are from one to seven content standards which provide the 

details necessary for instruction and assessment. These standards were adopted by the Oregon State 

Board of Education in February 2009. 

 

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 

The grades 6–12 standards are divided into two sections, one for ELA and the other for history/social 
studies, science, and technical subjects. This division reflects the unique, time-honored place of ELA 
teachers in developing students’ literacy skills while at the same time recognizing that teachers in other 
areas must have a role in this development as well. 

Literacy standards for grade 6 and above are predicated on teachers of ELA, history/social studies, 
science, and technical subjects using their content area expertise to help students meet the particular 
challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language in their respective fields. It is important 
to note that the 6–12 literacy standards in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are not 
meant to replace content standards in those areas but rather to supplement them. 

While most Science grade level standards can relate to CCSS literacy standards, Scientific Inquiry and 
Engineering Design use them in more complex ways. Those are detailed below. In general, by the end 
of high school, students should be able to read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 
11-12 text complexity band independently and proficiently. In addition, students should write routinely 
over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION 
 

H.1P.1 Explain how atomic structure is related to the properties of elements and their 
position in the Periodic Table. Explain how the composition of the nucleus is related 
to isotopes and radioactivity.. 

 

H.1P.2 Describe how different types and strengths of bonds affect the physical and chemical 
properties of compounds. 

 

H.1L.1 Compare and contrast the four types of organic macromolecules. Explain how they 
compose the cellular structures of organisms and are involved in critical cellular 
processes. 

 

H.1L.2 Describe the chemical structure of DNA and its relationship to chromosomes. Explain 
the role of DNA in protein synthesis. 

 

H.1L.3 Explain and apply laws of heredity and their relationship to the structure and 
function of DNA. 

 

H.1L.4 Explain how cellular processes and cellular differentiation are regulated both 
internally and externally in response to the environments in which they exist. 
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H.1E.1 Classify the bodies in our solar system based on properties and composition. 
Describe attributes of our galaxy and evidence for multiple galaxies in the universe. 

 

H.1E.2 Describe the structure, function, and composition of Earth’s atmosphere, geosphere, 
and hydrosphere. 

 
There are no related CCSS Literacy Standards associated with Structure and Function. 

 
INTERACTION AND CHANGE 

 
H.2P.1 Explain how chemical reactions result from the making and breaking of bonds in a 

process that absorbs or releases energy. Explain how different factors can affect the 
rate of a chemical reaction. 

 

H.2P.2 Explain how physical and chemical changes demonstrate the law of conservation of 
mass. 

 

H.2P.3 Describe the interactions of energy and matter including the law of conservation of 
energy. 

 

H.2P.4 Apply the laws of motion and gravitation to describe the interaction of forces acting 
on an object and the resultant motion. 

 

H.2L.1 Explain how energy and chemical elements pass through systems. Describe how 
chemical elements are combined and recombined in different ways as they cycle 
through the various levels of organization in biological systems. 

 

H.2L.2 Explain how ecosystems change in response to disturbances and interactions. 
Analyze the relationships among biotic and abiotic factors in ecosystems. 

 

H.2L.3 Describe how asexual and sexual reproduction affect genetic diversity. 
 

H.2L.4 Explain how biological evolution is the consequence of the interactions of genetic 
variation, reproduction and inheritance, natural selection, and time. 

 

H.2L.5 Explain how multiple lines of scientific evidence support biological evolution. 
 

H.2E.1 Identify and predict the effect of energy sources, physical forces, and transfer 
processes that occur in the Earth system. Describe how matter and energy are cycled 
between system components over time. 

 

H.2E.2 Explain how Earth’s atmosphere, geosphere, and hydrosphere change over time and 
at varying rates. Explain techniques used to elucidate the history of events on Earth. 

 

H.2E.3 Describe how the universe, galaxies, stars, and planets evolve over time. 
 

H.2E.4 Evaluate the impact of human activities on environmental quality and the 
sustainability of Earth systems. Describe how environmental factors influence 
resource management. 

 
There are no related CCSS Literacy Standards associated with Interaction and Change. 
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SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY 
 

H.3.S.1 Based on observations and science principles, formulate a question or hypothesis 
that can be investigated through the collection and analysis of relevant information. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Forming a Question or Hypothesis 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, 
attending to the precise details of explanations or descriptions. 

9-10.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or 
depiction of a complex process, phenomena, or concept; provide an accurate summary 
of the text. 

9-10.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
9-10 texts and topics. 

9-10.RST.5 Analyze the structure of the relationships among concepts in a text, including 
relationships among key terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force, energy). 

Writing* 

9-10.WST.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 
9-10.WST.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 
9-10.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

*Whenever writing is produced, the production/distribution literacy standards below will apply. 

9-12.WST.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

9-12.WST.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

9-10.WST.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, 
taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

11-12.WST.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in 
response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, 
attending to important distinctions the author makes and to any gaps or 
inconsistencies in the account. 
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11-12.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, 
processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still 
accurate terms. 

11-12.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
11-12 texts and topics. 

11-12.RST.5 Analyze how the text structures information or ideas into categories or hierarchies, 
demonstrating understanding of the information or ideas.  

Writing 

11-12.WST.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

11-12.WST.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.   

11-12.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

H.3.S.2 Design and conduct a controlled experiment, field study, or other investigation to 
make systematic observations about the natural world, including the collection of 
sufficient and appropriate data. 
 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Designing an Investigation; Collecting and Presenting 
Data 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.3 Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special cases or exceptions 
defined in the text.  

9-10.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
9-10 texts and topics. 

9-10.RST.6 Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a text, defining the question the author seeks to address. 

9-10.RST.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual 
form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or 
mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 
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11-12.RST.3 Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, analyze the specific results based on 
explanations in the text. 

11-12.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
11-12 texts and topics. 

11-12.RST.6 Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a text, identifying important issues that remain unresolved. 

11-12.RST.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or 
solve a problem.  

 

H.3.S.3 Analyze data and identify uncertainties. Draw a valid conclusion, explain how it is 
supported by the evidence, and communicate the findings of a scientific 
investigation. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Analyzing and Interpreting Results 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s 
claim or a recommendation for solving a scientific o technical problem. 

9-10.RST.9 Compare and contrast finding presented in a text to those from other sources 
(including their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict 
previous explanations or accounts. 

Writing 

9-10.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

9-10.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.8 Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text, 
verifying the data when possible and corroborating or challenging conclusions with 
other sources of information. 

11-12.RST.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) 
into a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving 
conflicting information when possible. 

Writing 

11-12.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 
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11-12.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

H.3.S.4 Identify examples from the history of science that illustrate modification of 
scientific knowledge in light of challenges to prevailing explanations. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or 
depiction of a complex process, phenomena, or concept; provide an accurate summary 
of the text. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, 
processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still 
accurate terms. 

 

H.3.S.5 Explain how technological problems and advances create a demand for new 
scientific knowledge and how new knowledge enables the creation of new 
technologies. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or 
depiction of a complex process, phenomena, or concept; provide an accurate 
summary of the text. 

9-10.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
9-10 texts and topics. 

Writing 

9-10.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, 
processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still 
accurate terms. 

11-12.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
11-12 texts and topics. 
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Writing 

11-12.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

ENGINEERING DESIGN 
 

H.4.D.1 Define a problem and specify criteria for a solution within specific constraints or 
limits based on science principles. Generate several possible solutions to a 
problem and use the concept of trade-offs to compare them in terms of criteria 
and constraints. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Identifying and Defining a Problem; Generating 
Possible Solutions 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or 
depiction of a complex process, phenomena, or concept; provide an accurate summary 
of the text. 

9-10.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
9-10 texts and topics. 

9-10.RST.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s 
claim or a recommendation for solving a scientific or technical problem. 

9-10.RST.9 Compare and contrast finding presented in a text to those from other sources 
(including their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict 
previous explanations or accounts.  

Writing 

9-10.WST.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, 
processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still 
accurate terms. 

11-12.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
11-12 texts and topics. 

11-12.RST.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) 
into a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving 
conflicting information when possible. 
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Writing 

11-12.WST.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

H.4.D.2 Create and test or otherwise analyze at least one of the more promising 
solutions. Collect and process relevant data. Incorporate modifications based on 
data from testing or other analysis. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Testing Solutions and Collecting Data 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.3 Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special cases or exceptions 
defined in the text.  

9-10.RST.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual 
form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or 
mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 

9-10.RST.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s 
claim or a recommendation for solving a scientific o technical problem. 

9-10.RST.9 Compare and contrast finding presented in a text to those from other sources 
(including their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict 
previous explanations or accounts. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.3 Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, analyze the specific results based on 
explanations in the text. 

11-12.RST.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

11-12.RST.8 Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text, 
verifying the data when possible and corroborating or challenging conclusions with 
other sources of information. 

11-12.RST.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) 
into a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving 
conflicting information when possible. 

 

H.4.D.3 Analyze data, identify uncertainties, and display data so that the implications for 
the solution being tested are clear. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Testing Solution and Collecting Data 
 



 

 
9 

 
CONNECTING OREGON’S SCIENCE GRADE LEVEL STANDARDS 

with the CCSS for LITERACY in Science and Technical Subjects– HIGH SCHOOL 

9 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual 
form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or 
mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 

9-10.RST.9 Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to those from other sources 
(including their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict 
previous explanations or accounts. 

Writing 

9-10.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

11-12.RST.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) 
into a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving 
conflicting information when possible. 

Writing 

11-12.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

H.4.D.4 Recommend a proposed solution, identify its strengths and weaknesses, and 
describe how it is better than alternative designs. Identify further engineering 
that might be done to refine the recommendations. 

Scoring Guide Connection:  Analyzing and Interpreting Results 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual 
form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or 
mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 

9-10.RST.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s 
claim or a recommendation for solving a scientific o technical problem. 

9-10.RST.9 Compare and contrast finding presented in a text to those from other sources 
(including their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict 
previous explanations or accounts.  
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Writing 

9-10.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

9-10.WST.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

9-10.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

11-12.RST.8 Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text, 
verifying the data when possible and corroborating or challenging conclusions with 
other sources of information. 

11-12.RST.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) 
into a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving 
conflicting information when possible. 

Writing 

11-12.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

11.12.WST.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

11.12.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

H.4.D.5 Describe how new technologies enable new lines of scientific inquiry and are 
largely responsible for changes in how people live and work. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or 
depiction of a complex process, phenomena, or concept; provide an accurate summary 
of the text. 

9-10.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
9-10 texts and topics. 
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Writing 

9-10.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, 
processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still 
accurate terms. 

11-12.RST.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 
11-12 texts and topics. 

Writing 

11-12.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

H.4.D.6 Evaluate ways that ethics, public opinion, and government policy influence the 
work of engineers and scientists, and how the results of their work impact human 
society and the environment. 

 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 9-10 

Reading 

9-10.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or 
depiction of a complex process, phenomena, or concept; provide an accurate summary 
of the text. 

Writing 

9-10.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

9-10.WST.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

9-10.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

Related CCSS Literacy Standards – Grades 11-12 

Reading 

11-12.RST.2 Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, 
processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still 
accurate terms. 

Writing 
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11-12.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (See last page for complete 
steps in writing informative/explanatory texts.) 

 

11-12.WST.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

11-12.WST.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

 

Complete CCSS Literacy Standard for 

Writing Informative/Explanatory Texts 

 

9-10.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 

a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important 
connections and distinctions; including formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of 
the topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to 
the expertise of likely readers. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the 
significance of the topic). 

11-12.WST.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 

a. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
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c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of 
the topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to 
the expertise of likely readers.  

e. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; convey a 
knowledgeable stance in a style that responds to the discipline and context as well 
as to the expertise of likely readers 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the 
significance of the topic). 


