
 
 

 
 

Every student, Every day – A Success!  

A Message for Early Childhood Educators 

Theme: Awareness & Understanding 
 

What do the Common Core State Standards mean for 

Early Childhood Education? 
 
 
Oregon is one of over 45 states that has adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). These 
standards are part of an important movement to align teaching and learning across our state, our country, 
and even internationally.  The CCSS address standards for K-12 and do not currently include standards 
for early childhood.  It is important, however, that early educators are familiar with the standards and 
understand how to facilitate early experiences that will prepare children for success in school. 
 

Here’s why: 

 The journey to college and career begins before kindergarten. Standards for early 
childhood education are designed to support school readiness by supporting healthy child 
development. Ensuring alignment between the Early Learning Framework and the CCSS for 
Kindergarten means children entering elementary school will be prepared to succeed. 

 They help align instruction PK-20.  The CCSS fit with Oregon’s vision of education from 
birth to college and career. By aligning the PK-12 system with the expectations of colleges 
and universities, Oregon will have a more seamless education pipeline from early childhood to 
postsecondary.  And by ensuring that graduates leave high school with the skills they need for 
college, we set students up for success in higher education and beyond. 

 They are critical for success in achieving Oregon’s 40/40/20 goal. Senate Bill 253 
enacted by the 2011 Oregon Legislature established the most aggressive high school and 
college completion goals in the country: by 2025 40% of Oregonians receiving a bachelor’s 
degree, 40% receiving an associate’s degree or credential, and 20% receiving at least a high 
school diploma. 

 

To find out more about the Common Core State Standards, visit  

 

ODE’s CCSS website - www.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore 

Early Childhood Educator Toolkit - www.ode.state.or.us/go/ccsstoolkit  
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