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The following text box focuses on the use of text structure as an application of integration. Following the 
text box, see “Sample Think Sheets“:  

Strategies for Reading* Strategies for Writing* 
Integration of Reading, 

Writing, Language, Speaking 
and Listening* 

• Explain to students that a 
common set of questions 
(see Resources at the end of 
this chapter for “Common 
Questions”) can be asked 
about each type of text (e.g., 
literature, informational, and 
argument literature). Keeping 
track of the answers on a 
note sheet, think sheet, or 
graphic organizer will show 
how texts are written in some 
predictable ways. 

• Demonstrate how text 
structure works by pausing 
during reading to show 
students how to answer 
questions that relate to text 
type (e.g. for literature, ask 
story element questions such 
as “Who is the main 
character?” and “Where does 
the story take place?”). Write 
responses on the think sheet. 

• Provide guidance and 
practice by having students 
read the text themselves, ask 
themselves the text 
questions, and fill in the 
information on think sheets. 

• Explain that the same text 
questions that were used to 
guide reading can be used 
when writing (e.g., use story 
elements when writing a 
narrative or argumentative 
elements, such as reasons, 
facts, and evidence, when 
writing an opinion essay). 
(see Resources at the end of 
this chapter for “Common 
Questions”)  

• Teach students how to 
translate the information from 
the think sheets to writing. 
Model how the translation 
from think sheet to writing 
works. 

• Provide demonstration, 
guided practice, and 
independent practice until 
students are proficient at 
using the think sheets for 
writing (the same or modified 
versions of the think sheets 
used for reading). 

• Review the parts of the text 
with students and talk about 
how the same parts are 
found when reading or 
writing. 

• Examine models of writing, 
analyze the critical features 
contained in them, and talk 
about how those 
compositions could be 
improved. 

• When reviewing content from 
a unit, demonstrate/practice 
by rereading part of a text for 
review (e.g., informational 
text about bats). Then use 
the think sheet to complete 
the “unanswered questions” 
on the think sheet. Or, if 
focusing on literature, have 
students reconstruct the 
author’s story in their own 
words using the think sheet 
as a guide (or have students 
write a narrative summary 
from the perspective of one 
of the characters). 

• Use think sheets to generate 
original content for 
compositions. 

• Use think sheets as an 
editing tool in the revision 
phase of writing. For 
example, students check 
their writing to makes sure all 
of the text structure elements 
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Strategies for Reading* Strategies for Writing* 
Integration of Reading, 

Writing, Language, Speaking 
and Listening* 

are included. 

• Use think sheets for retelling 
and class presentations 
about the text. 

• Include a vocabulary section 
on the think sheet to focus 
on student use of words 
when discussing reading 
texts, writing, or retelling/ 
presenting. 
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 K–5 6–12 

Argument   

 
 

 

 
Reznitskaya et al. (2008) 
See also Gleason (1999). 

Literature  

  
Santoro, Chard, Howard, & Baker (2008). 
 

 

 
Informational 
Text 

 
See also the “Gist Log” in Vaughn & Linan-
Thompson (2004, p. 112). 
 

 

 
Smith & Tompkins (1988). 

* Many types of think sheets are available. The above are intended for example and idea-generating purposes only and do not represent any 
exclusive endorsement by ODE. (See Resources at the end of this chapter for full-size versions of these think sheets.) 
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