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OVERVIEW 
 
During the 2010-2011 school year, the state of Oregon adopted the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) as Oregon’s new state standards.  The switchover from teaching the Oregon 
Core Standards to the Common Core State Standards is to be implemented between the current 
school year and the 2014-2015 school year.  Students will continue to be assessed on the 
previous Oregon Core Standards using the OAKS assessment until the year 2014-2015, at which 
point students will be assessed on the Common Core Standards using the Smarter Balance 
Consortium Assessment.  The Oregon Department of Education is leaving it up to individual 
districts to determine their implementation plans during the transition years.   Parkrose School 
District has developed a plan for implementation of the CCSS Mathematics standards as follows: 
 

 

       *Light blue indicates testable grade-levels 
 
 
RATIONALE 
 
The rationale behind the decision-making process was two-fold.  The decision to start the switch-
over with K-1 is related to the fact that they are not yet tested at that grade-level and that students 
starting with the Common Core would be prepared to pass the Smarter Balance assessment by 
third grade.  The decision to also include 8th grade and Algebra in the early-year implementation 
of the new standards was based on the fact that the 8th grade class of 2011-2012 will be the first 

 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 
Kindergarten CCSS CCSS CCSS CCSS 

1st CCSS CCSS CCSS CCSS 

2nd  CCSS CCSS CCSS 
3rd   CCSS CCSS 
4th  CCSS CCSS CCSS 

5th   CCSS CCSS 
6th   CCSS CCSS 
7th  CCSS CCSS CCSS 

8th CCSS CCSS CCSS CCSS 
Algebra CCSS CCSS CCSS CCSS 

Geometry    CCSS 
Algebra 

II/Statistics 
and 

Probability 

   CCSS 

 



class that will need to pass the essential skills in mathematics requirement for graduation.  Again, 
the idea was that by starting in the 2011-12 school year, students would be prepared for the 
Smarter Balance assessment in 2014-2015 during their junior year.  Algebra was included 
because approximately half of our current 8th grade class takes Algebra at Parkrose Middle 
School.  Subsequent years involve moving additional grade-levels to the Common Core.  These 
grades are staggered to allow for more in-depth professional development at each grade, as well 
as to expose our blended classrooms to the Common Core in a gradual way. 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
A great deal of teacher training will be required to make teachers aware and fluent in the new 
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics.  This can be phased in over the next 3 school 
years but will require using a portion of district Professional Development time for teachers of 
math.  In addition, most materials in the district are not aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards so teachers who will be implementing the new standards will likely need additional 
time to align their curriculums, find additional resources, develop supplemental materials, etc. 
Parkrose School District will want to consider what supporting materials may need to be 
developed/purchased for teachers to assist in the transition to the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Teachers in grades that are not transitioning to the Common Core can support the transition in 
other years by focusing the last month of school on Common Core topics that are not part of the 
Oregon Core standards.  This will require each grade-level team to analyze both the Common 
Core and the Oregon Core to find areas where the Common Core is introducing new topics not 
generally taught at their particular grade.  During the 2014-2015 school year when all grades 
transition to the Common Core, teachers will need to use pre-assessments to identify which pre-
requisite skills students have not yet been exposed to or mastered. These can then be addressed 
in addition to the Common Core State Standards that will be taught. 


