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DRAFT 





INTRODUCTION 

Oregon Common Core State Standards (CCSS) English Language Arts (ELA) Crosswalk 

 
Transitioning to the Common Core 
When Oregon adopted the Common Core State Standards in October 2010, our state joined other states in the pursuit of a 
common, standards-based education for our students, kindergarten through high school. Common standards can increase the 
likelihood that all students, no matter where they live, are prepared for success in college and the work place.  
 
Because skillful reading, writing, language use, and speaking and listening are similar across the states, common standards 
make sense. They make possible common achievement goals for grade level groups and also efficiencies of scale for 
instructional and professional development materials.  In today’s world, common assessments and access to common 
resources also make sense. 
 
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA)  & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects (“the Standards”) will prepare Oregon students and students in other CCSS states to be proficient in the 
four strands of the English language arts skills—Reading, Writing, Language, and Speaking and Listening. These skills are 
essential for success in school and beyond. 
 
Additionally in Oregon, proficiency in the Essential Skills of Reading, Writing, and Speaking and Listening will be required to 
earn an Oregon Diploma. The Common Core provides a clear continuum to teach students those specific skills, refining them 
year by year, from kindergarten through grade 12, across the four CCSS strands. 
 

Change 
Because the CCSS will provide updated ELA expectations for our students, change will be required in curriculum and 
assessment.  We acknowledge change is not easy because anything new requires time to learn.  However, as the Common 
Core Standards build on the strong foundational standards already represented in many state standards, including those in 
Oregon, the changes are not overwhelming.   
 
The CCSS are new to every state adopting them—in part because they were developed from end-of-grade 12 College and 
Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standards down to kindergarten using a reverse design approach.   Consequently, each grade-
specific standard corresponds to the same CCR Anchor Standard by number. For easy reference, the strand-specific CCR 
Anchor Standards are displayed on the covers of the Crosswalk. 
 
The overarching goal of the Common Core is for all students to be college and career-ready. To make that goal a reality, an 
integrated model of literacy was used to design the standards. While the CCSS are made up of four separate strands to 
maintain clarity—Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language—the standards across the four strands are 
interrelated and cross-referenced as they are intended to be clustered for instruction.  
 

A Plan for Transition 
Planning how to begin using a new set of standards is challenging. Where does a district start implementing?  With a particular 
grade?  With a particular strand?  With professional development for everyone?  Having a crosswalk between the new and the 
old provides the context necessary to develop a plan for transition that can help answer those questions. 
 

The CCSS ELA Crosswalk  
Designed as a planning tool to assist Oregon education leaders in the transition to the CCSS, the K-12 Crosswalk is made up of 
four documents, one for each strand, that compare the CCSS to the Oregon English Language Arts Standards adopted in 2003. 
The purpose of the Crosswalk is to help educators make sense of the CCSS within the context of the Oregon standards without 
having to create their own comparison. The Crosswalk includes comparison as well as summary information on each Common 
Core Standard.  
 

 
Using the Crosswalk 
The CCR Anchor Standards are the backbone of the CCSS for every grade in every strand, with one exception—the 
Foundational Reading Skills Standards for K-5 do not have anchor standards. The Crosswalk provides an analysis of every CCSS 
with the CCRs as organizers: 

 

 Foundational Reading Skills Standards (CCSS), K-5 only 
Reading CCRs 

 Literature Standards (CCSS) 

 Informational Text Standards (CCSS) 

 
Language CCRs 

 Language Standards (CCSS) 

Writing CCRs 

 Writing Standards (CCSS)  

Speaking and Listening CCRs 

 Speaking and Listening Standards (CCSS) 
 
Here’s how it works:  The CCR Anchor Standard appears in bold at the top of the page (with the exception of the Foundational 
Reading Skills Standards where the Standard is listed at the top of the page). The CCSS connected to that CCR are displayed in 
a table beneath.  Related Oregon standards, shaded, follow.  The bottom row of the table is a Summary Analysis of the 
comparison of the two sets of standards. Following the Summary Analysis is a list of noticeable Gaps and a place for noting 
Implications for Implementation. This last section has been left mostly blank for districts and schools to note site-specific 
implications during transition planning. The Comment column on the right side of the page aggregates observations for each 
row. (In order to display similar skills in the same row, a few of the CCSS lower case letters have been reordered.) In some 
instances, a Notes section appears before Gaps indicating differences in organizational structure between the two sets of 
standards. 
 

CCSS Resources  
The department is finding ways to assist districts and to maximize efficiencies as Oregon transitions to the CCSS. Providing the 
ELA Crosswalk is one way. Similarly, the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), a co-sponsor of the Common Core 
States Standards Initiative (CCSSI), is assisting CCSS states. Creating professional development materials (including copyright 
permissions for grade band text) written by lead ELA standards writers, Sue Pimentel and David Coleman, is one way. These 
materials will be available beginning June 2011. Additional resources drawn from Oregon’s ELA Crosswalk will be available in 
June 2011.   
 
As they are completed, the ELA Crosswalk and other Oregon-developed resources and resources from other organizations like 
CCSSO will be posted on the ODE ELA CCSS webpage that is linked from the ODE CCSS landing page (to find from the ODE 
homepage, search ccss or add go/commoncore to the address; then link to ELA). These web pages, continuously updated, are 
designed to assist Oregon educators in 

 Gathering information, resources, and tools, including examples submitted from Oregon districts, for planning their 
transition to the CCSS 

 Locating professional development materials to begin CCSS implementation. 
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Professor Beth LaForce, George Fox University, and Professor Mindy Legard Larson, Linfield College, offered to work with ODE 
on creating CCSS resources for Oregon districts and preservice teachers. Following the symposium, Professor LaForce sent ODE 
a grade 1-6 crosswalk of the CCSS to Oregon standards created by preservice students. That document provided the starting 
point for the crosswalk project. ODE wishes to thank Professor LaForce and her students.  
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Conventions of Standard English - Language Standard  1 
  
CCR Anchor Standard: "Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking." 
 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade  5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 

C
o
m

m
o
n

 C
o

re
 S

ta
te

 S
ta

n
d
a

rd
s
 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

1. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking. 

  

a. Print many upper- and 
lowercase letters. 

a. Print all upper- and 
lowercase letters. 

          [Printing] 

c. Form regular plural 
nouns orally by adding 
/s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, 
dogs; wish, wishes). 

 

b. Use common, proper, 
and possessive 
nouns. 

a. Use collective nouns 
(e.g., group). 

 

b. Form and use regular 
and irregular plural 
nouns. 

 

a. Use relative pronouns 
(who, whose, whom, 
which, that) and 
relative adverbs 
(where, when, why). 

 a. Ensure that pronouns 
are in the proper case 
(subjective, objective, 
possessive). 

 

     [Nouns and pronouns, 
interrogatives] 

d. Understand and use 
question words 
(interrogatives) (e.g., 
who, what, where, 
when, why, how). 

d. Use personal, 
possessive, and 
indefinite pronouns 
(e.g., I, me, my; they, 
them, their; anyone, 
everything). 

b. Form and use 
frequently occurring 
irregular plural nouns 
(e.g., feet, children, 
teeth, mice, fish). 

c. Use abstract nouns 
(e.g., childhood). 

 

 b. Use intensive 
pronouns (e.g., 
myself, ourselves). 

b. Use frequently 
occurring nouns and 
verbs.  

 

c. Use reflexive 
pronouns (e.g., 
myself, ourselves). 

 

f. Ensure subject-verb 
and pronoun-
antecedent 
agreement.* 

c. Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person.* 

d. Recognize and correct 
vague pronouns (i.e., 
ones with unclear or 
ambiguous 
antecedents).* 

c. Use singular and 
plural nouns with 
matching verbs in 
basic sentences (e.g., 
He hops; We hop).  

d. Form and use the past 
tense of frequently 
occurring irregular 
verbs (e.g., sat, hid, 
told). 

d. Form and use regular 
and irregular verbs. 

 

b. Form and use the 
progressive (e.g., I 
was walking; I am 
walking; I will be 
walking) verb tenses. 

b. Form and use the 
perfect (e.g., I had 
walked; I have 
walked; I will have 
walked) verb tenses. 

  b. Form and use verbs in 
the active and passive 
voice. 

 

   [Verbs] 

e. Use verbs to convey a 
sense of past, 
present, and future 
(e.g., Yesterday I 
walked home; Today I 
walk home; Tomorrow 
I will walk home). 

 
 

e. Form and use the 
simple (e.g., I walked; 
I walk; I will walk) verb 
tenses. 

 

c. Use modal auxiliaries 
(e.g., can, may, must) 
to convey various 
conditions. 

c. Use verb tense to 
convey various times, 
sequences, states, 
and conditions. 

c. Form and use verbs in 
the indicative, 
imperative, 
interrogative, 
conditional, and 
subjunctive mood. 

d. Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense.* 

 

d. Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
verb voice and mood.* 

 f. Use frequently 
occurring adjectives. 

 

 e. Use adjectives and 
adverbs, and choose 
between them 
depending on what is 
to be modified. 

a. Explain the function of 
nouns, pronouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs in general 
and their functions in 
particular sentences. 

d. Order adjectives 
within sentences 
according to 
conventional patterns 
(e.g., a small red bag 
rather than a red small 
bag). 

 

       [Adjectives and adverbs, 
determiners] 

h. Use determiners (e.g., 
articles, 
demonstratives). 

 

g. Form and use 
comparative and 
superlative adjectives 
and adverbs, and 
choose between them 
depending on what is 
to be modified. 

e. Use the most 
frequently occurring 
prepositions (e.g., to, 
from, in, out, on, off, 
for, of, by, with). 

 

i. Use frequently 
occurring prepositions 
(e.g., during, beyond, 
toward). 

  e. Form and use 
prepositional phrases. 

 

a. Explain the function of 
conjunctions, 
prepositions, and 
interjections in 
general and their 
function in particular 
sentences 

      [Prepositions] 

 g. Use frequently 
occurring conjunctions 
(e.g., and, but, or, so, 
because). 

 

 h. Use coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions. 

 

 e. Use correlative 
conjunctions (e.g., 
either/or, neither/nor). 

      [Conjunctions] 
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  . 
 

 a. Explain the function of 
phrases and clauses 
in general and their 
function in specific 
sentences. 

 

a. Explain the function of 
verbals (gerunds, 
participles, infinitives) 
in general and their 
function in particular 
sentences. 

 

b. Use various types of 
phrases (noun, verb, 
adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, 
prepositional, 
absolute) and clauses 
(independent, 
dependent; noun, 
relative, adverbial) to 
convey specific 
meanings and add 
variety and interest to 
writing or 
presentations. 

  [Phrases and clauses] 

c. Place phrases and 
clauses within a 
sentence, recognizing 
and correcting 
misplaced and 
dangling modifiers.* 

f. Produce and expand 
complete sentences in 
shared language 
activities. 

j. Produce and expand 
complete simple and 
compound 
declarative, 
interrogative, 
imperative, and 
exclamatory 
sentences in response 
to prompts. 

f. Produce, expand, and 
rearrange complete 
simple and compound 
sentences (e.g., The 
boy watched the 
movie; The little boy 
watched the movie; 
The action movie was 
watched by the little 
boy). 

i. Produce simple, 
compound, and 
complex sentences. 

f. Produce complete 
sentences, 
recognizing and 
correcting 
inappropriate 
fragments and run-
ons.* 

 

  b. Choose among 
simple, compound, 
complex, and 
compound-complex 
sentences to signal 
differing relationships 
among ideas. 

 

 a. Use parallel 
structure.* 

 

  [Sentences] 

    g. Correctly use 
frequently confused 
words (e.g., to, too, 
two; there, their).* 

 e. Recognize variations 
from standard English 
in their own and 
others’ writing and 
speaking, and identify 
and use strategies to 
improve expression in 
conventional 
language.* 

   a. Apply the 
understanding that 
usage is a matter of 
convention, can 
change over time, and 
is sometimes 
contested. 

 [other, usage] 

b. Resolve issues of 
complex or contested 
usage, consulting 
references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s 
Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

O
re

g
o

n
 E

L
A

 S
ta

n
d
a

rd
s
 

EL.00.WR.03 
Independently write 
many uppercase and 
lowercase letters. 

           [Print] 

EL.00.WR.11 Write 
uppercase and 
lowercase letters of 
the alphabet 
independently, closely 
approximating the 
correct shape and 
placement of the 
letters. 

EL.01.WR.11 Identify 
and correctly write 
singular and plural nouns 
(cat/cats). 

EL.02.WR.16 Identify 
and correctly write 
various parts of speech, 
including nouns (words 
that name people, 
places, or things) and 
verbs (words that 
express action or help 
make a statement). 

EL.03.WR.18 Correctly 
use pronouns (it, him, 
her), adjectives (yellow 
flower, three brown 
dogs), compound nouns 
(football, snowflakes), 
and articles (a, an, the). 

EL.04.WR.16 Correctly 
use: 

 regular verbs 
(live/lived, 
shout/shouted) 

 irregular verbs 
(swim/swam, 
ride/rode, hit/hit), 

 adverbs (slowly, 
quickly, fast), 

 prepositions (over, 
under, through, 
between), and 

 coordinating 
conjunctions (and, or, 
but). 

 
 

  EL.06.WR.18 Correctly 
use: 

 indefinite pronouns 
(all, another, both, 
each, either, few, 
many, none, one, 
other, several, some), 

 present perfect verb 
tense (have been, has 
been), 

 past perfect verb tense 
(had been), and 

 future perfect verb 
tense (shall have 
been). 

EL.07.WR.19 Correctly 
use all parts of speech 
(verbs, nouns, 
pronouns, adjectives, 
adverbs, prepositions, 
conjunctions, and 
interjections) and types 
and structures of 
sentences. 
 

 EL.HS.WR.16 
Understand and use 
proper placement of 
modifiers. 
 

  [Nouns, pronouns, 
verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, 
prepositions, 
conjunctions 

EL.01.WR.12 Identify 
and correctly write 
simple possessive 
pronouns (my/mine, 
his/hers). 

EL.07.WR.18 Make 
clear references 
between pronouns and 
antecedents by placing 
the pronoun where it 
shows to what word it 
refers. 

EL.HS.WR.17 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of proper 
English usage, including 
the consistent use of 
verb tenses and forms. 

 EL.03.WR.17 Correctly 
use past (he talked), 
present (he talks), and 
future (he will talk) verb 
tenses. 

EL.05.WR.18 Ensure 
that verbs agree with 
their subjects. 

EL.06.WR.19 Ensure 
that verbs agree with 
compound subjects. 

 EL.08.WR.18 Use 
consistent verb tenses. 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade  5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 
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   EL.03.WR.16 Use 
subjects and verbs that 
are in agreement (we 
are instead of we is). 

 EL.05.WR.12 Use 
transitions (however, 
therefore, on the other 
hand) and conjunctions 
(and, or, but) to connect 
ideas. 

       

  EL.02.WR.17 Identify 
and begin to correctly 
write a few contractions 
(isn't, can't). 

        [Contractions] 

 

     EL.05.WR.15 To 
achieve clarity of 
meaning and to 
enhance flow and 
rhythm, correctly use 
prepositional phrases, 
appositives, main 
clauses, and 
subordinate clauses. 

 EL.07.WR.14 To 
achieve clarity of 
meaning, properly place 
modifiers (words or 
phrases that describe, 
limit, or qualify another 
word). 

 EL.HS.WR.15 Show 
control of clauses, 
including main and 
subordinate, and 
phrases, including 
gerund, infinitive, and 
participial. 

  [Phrases and clauses] 

 EL.01.WR.07 Write in 
complete sentences and 
distinguish whether 
simple sentences are 
incomplete or fail to 
make sense. 

EL.02.WR.10 Distinguish 
between complete 
(When Tom hit the ball, 
he was proud.) and 
incomplete sentences 
(When Tom hit the ball). 

EL.03.WR.12 Write 
correctly complete 
sentences of statement, 
command, question or 
exclamation. 

EL.04.WR.13 Use 
simple sentences and 
compound sentences in 
writing. 

EL.05.WR.14 Use simple 
and compound 
sentences and begin 
using complex 
sentences. 

EL.06.WR.15 Use 
simple, compound, 
and complex 
sentences. 

EL.07.WR.16 Vary 
sentence beginnings by 
using infinitives (to 
understand, to learn) 
and participles 
(dreaming, chosen, 
grown). 

EL.08.WR.14 To present 
a lively and effective 
personal style, use 
varied sentence types 
(simple, compound, 
complex, and 
compound-complex) and 
sentence openings. 

EL.HS.WR.13 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
sentence construction--
including parallel 
structure and 
subordination--to 
achieve clarity of 
meaning, vary sentence 
types, and enhance flow 
and rhythm. 

  [Sentences] 

EL.02.WR.11 Use 
correct word order in 
written sentences. 

EL.04.WR.14 Create 
interesting sentences 
using a variety of 
sentence patterns by 
selecting words that 
describe, explain, or 
provide additional detail 
and connections. 

EL.06.WR.16 To achieve 
clarity of meaning and to 
enhance flow and 
rhythm, use effective 
coordination and 
subordination of ideas--
including both main 
ideas and supporting 
ideas in single 
sentences. 

EL.07.WR.15 To convey 
a livelier effect, use the 
active voice rather than 
the passive voice. 

EL.08.WR.16 To 
indicate clearly the 
relationship between 
ideas, use 
subordination, 
coordination, 
appositives, and other 
devices. 

EL.08.WR.12 Establish 
coherence within and 
among paragraphs 
through effective 
transitions and parallel 
structures. 

EL.08.WR.15 To 
enhance clarity and to 
support meaning, use 
parallelism in sentence 
construction--to present 
items in a series and 
items juxtaposed for 
emphasis. 

     EL.05.WR.17 Correctly 
use: 

 verbs that are often 
misused (lie/lay, 
sit/set, rise/raise), 

 modifiers (words or 
phrases that describe, 
limit or qualify another 
word) and  

 pronouns (he/his, 
she/her, they/their, 
it/its). 

 EL.07.WR.20 
Demonstrate 
appropriate English 
usage. 

EL.08.WR.19 Correctly 
use frequently misused 
words (among, between; 
fewer, less; bring, take; 
and good, well). 

   [Usage] 

EL.08.WR.20 
Demonstrate 
appropriate English 
usage. 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade  5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 
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 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12  COMMENTS 

 

    EL.04.SL.05 Use correct 
grammar most of the 
time. 

EL.05.SL.05 Use 
correct grammar 
consistently. 

EL.06.SL.07 Use correct 
grammar consistently. 

EL.07.SL.05 Use correct 
grammar consistently. 

EL.08.SL.06 Use 
appropriate grammar. 

EL.HS.SL.06 Use 
appropriate grammar. 

  [from Speaking 
standards] 

S
u

m
m

a
ry

 A
n

a
ly

s
is

  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  See Notes below.  No Oregon standards 
at grades 11/12. 

  

"Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher 
grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk (*)." 
 
Notes 

 Oregon's ELA standards do not have a separate section corresponding to the CCSS Language Standards 1 (grammar and usage). Grammar and usage items appear instead as part of the Oregon ELA Writing Standards. 
Gaps 

 The two sets of standards are not comparable: The CCSSs ask students to "use" language; Oregon standards ask students to apply knowledge of language in written form.  

 CCSSs contain more specific items (e.g., reflexive and intensive pronouns, correlative conjunctions) than Oregon's standards. 

 CCSSs call for declarative knowledge (e.g., "Explain the function of verbals,” Grade 8). Oregon does not have corresponding standards. 

 See table of CCSS/Oregon below. 
 

Item CCSS Language Grade Oregon ELA Writing Grade 

Regular plural nouns  K 1 

Frequently occurring nouns and 
verbs. 

K  

Interrogatives K  

Use the most frequently occurring 
prepositions 

K First mentioned grade 6 

Complete sentences K 1 

Proper &  possessive nouns. 1  

Indefinite pronouns 1 First mentioned grade 6 

S-V number agreement 1 3 

Verbs: past, present, and future 1 3 

Use frequently occurring adjectives 1 3 

Use articles 1 3 

Use demonstratives 1  

Use frequently occurring prepositions 1 First mentioned grade 4 

Use frequently occurring conjunctions 1 First mentioned grade 4 

Compound sentences 1 4 

Declarative, interrogative, imperative, 
and exclamatory sentences 

1 3 

Collective nouns 2  

Irregular plurals 2  

Reflexive pronouns 2  

Irregular verbs 2 4 

Adjectives  2 3 

Adverbs 2 4 

Simple and compound sentences 2 4 

Irregular plurals 3  

Abstract nouns 3  

Pronoun-antecedent agreement 3  

Regular and irregular verbs 3 4 

Explain function of  nouns, etc. 3  

Comparatives and superlatives 3  

Coordinating conjunctions 3 4 

Subordinating conjunctions 3  

Complex sentences 3 5 

Relative pronouns and adverbs 4  

Progressive verb tenses 4  

Modal auxiliaries 4  

Order adjectives 4  

Run-ons 4  

Frequently confused words (to, two) 4  

Perfect verb tenses 5 6 

Use verb tense to convey various 
times, sequences, states, and 
conditions 

5  

Inappropriate shifts in verb tense 5 8 

Explain function of prepositions, etc. 5  

Correlative conjunctions 5  

Pronoun case 6  

Intensive pronouns 6  

Shifts in pronoun number and person 6  

Ambiguous antecedents 6 7 

Variations from standard English 6  

Explain function of phrases and 
clauses 

7  

Compound-complex sentences 7 6 & 8 

Active and passive voice 8 7 (avoid passive) 

Indicative, imperative, interrogative, 
conditional, subjunctive mood 

8  

Shifts in verb voice and mood 8 9/10 

Explain function of verbals 8 9/10 
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Conventions of Standard English - Language Standard  2 
 
CCR Anchor Standard: "Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing." 
  

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 

C
o

m
m

o
n

 C
o

re
 S

ta
te

 S
ta

n
d
a

rd
s
 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

 

2. Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

2. Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

  

a. Capitalize the first 
word in a sentence 
and the pronoun I. 

a. Capitalize dates and 
names of people. 

 

a. Capitalize holidays, 
product names, and 
geographic names. 

a. Capitalize appropriate 
words in titles. 

 

a. Use correct 
capitalization. 

 

a. Use punctuation to 
separate items in a 
series.* 

    . 
 

 [Capitalization] 

b. Recognize and name 
end punctuation. 

 

b. Use end punctuation 
for sentences. 

c. Use commas in dates 
and to separate single 
words in a series. 

 

b. Use commas in 
greetings and 
closings of letters. 

c. Use an apostrophe to 
form contractions and 
frequently occurring 
possessives. 

 

b. Use commas in 
addresses. 

c. Use commas and 
quotation marks in 
dialogue. 

d. Form and use 
possessives. 

. 

b. Use commas and 
quotation marks to 
mark direct speech 
and quotations from a 
text. 

c. Use a comma before 
a coordinating 
conjunction in a 
compound sentence. 

 

b. Use a comma to 
separate an introductory 
element from the rest of 
the sentence. 

c. Use a comma to set off 
the words yes and no 
(e.g., Yes, thank you), 
to set off a tag question 
from the rest of the 
sentence (e.g., It’s true, 
isn’t it?), and to indicate 
direct address (e.g., Is 
that you, Steve?). 

d. Use underlining, 
quotation marks, or 
italics to indicate titles of 
works. 

a. Use punctuation 
(commas, parentheses, 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parentheti
cal elements.* 

 

a. Use a comma to 
separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g., It 
was a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie but 
not He wore an old[,] 
green shirt). 

 

a. Use punctuation 
(comma, ellipsis, 
dash) to indicate a 
pause or break. 

b. Use an ellipsis to 
indicate an omission. 

 

 a. Use a semicolon 
(and perhaps a 
conjunctive adverb) to 
link two or more 
closely related 
independent clauses. 

b. Use a colon to 
introduce a list or 
quotation. 

 

a. Observe hyphenation 
conventions 

 [Punctuation] 

c. Write a letter or letters 
for most consonant 
and short-vowel 
sounds (phonemes). 

d. Spell simple words 
phonetically, drawing 
on knowledge of 
sound-letter 
relationships. 

d. Use conventional 
spelling for words with 
common spelling 
patterns and for 
frequently occurring 
irregular words. 

e. Spell untaught words 
phonetically, drawing 
on phonemic 
awareness and 
spelling conventions. 

d. Generalize learned 
spelling patterns 
when writing words 
(e.g., cage ->badge; 
boy ->boil). 

e. Consult reference 
materials, including 
beginning 
dictionaries, as 
needed to check and 
correct spellings. 

e. Use conventional 
spelling for high-
frequency and other 
studied words and for 
adding suffixes to 
base words (e.g., 
sitting, smiled, cries, 
happiness). 

f. Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g., word families, 
position-based 
spellings, syllable 
patterns, ending 
rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words. 

g. Consult reference 
materials, including 
beginning 
dictionaries, as 
needed to check and 
correct spellings 

d. Spell grade-
appropriate words 
correctly, consulting 
references as 
needed. 

e. Spell grade-appropriate 
words correctly, 
consulting references as 
needed. 

b. Spell correctly. b. Spell correctly. c. Spell correctly. c. Spell correctly. b. Spell correctly.  [Spelling] 

O
re

g
o

n
 E

L
A

 

S
ta

n
d

a
rd

s
 

 EL.01.WR.14 Capitalize 
the first word of a 
sentence, names of 
people, and the pronoun 
I. 

EL.02.WR.19 Capitalize 
all proper nouns (names 
of specific people or 
things, such as Emma, 
Oregon, Jeep), words at 
the beginning of 
sentences and 
greetings, months and 
days of the week, and 
titles (Dr., Mr., Mrs., Miss) 
and initials of people. 

EL.03.WR.22 Capitalize 
correctly geographical 
names, holidays, and 
special events (We 
always celebrate 
Memorial Day by 
gathering at the Rose 
Garden in Portland, 
Oregon). 

EL.04.WR.20 Capitalize 
names of books, 
magazines, 
newspapers, works of 
art, musical 
compositions, 
organizations, and the 
first word in quotations, 
when appropriate. 

EL.05.WR.21 Use correct 
capitalization. 

EL.06.WR.21 Use correct 
capitalization. 

EL.07.WR.24 Use 
correct capitalization. 

EL.08.WR.22 Use 
correct capitalization. 

EL.HS.WR.19 Use 
correct capitalization. 

  Capitalization begins 
in grade 1. 
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 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 

  EL.01.WR.13 Correctly 
use periods (I like my 
dog.), exclamation 
points (Help!), and 
question marks (Do you 
like to play ball?) at the 
end of sentences. 

EL.02.WR.18 Use 
commas in the greeting 
(Dear Eric,) and closure 
of a letter (Love, or Your 
Friend,) and with dates 
(July 14, 2003) and 
items in a series (Ethan, 
Emma, and Jennifer). 

EL.03.WR.20 Use 
commas in dates (On 
June 24, 2003, she'll be 
nine.), locations (Salem, 
Oregon) and addresses 
(421 Coral Way, Miami, 
FL), and for items in a 
series (beans, corn, 
cucumbers, and 
squash). 

EL.04.WR.17 Correctly 
use:  

 apostrophes to show 
possession (Troy's 
shoe, the cat's food), 

 apostrophes in 
contractions (can't, 
didn't, won't), and 

 quotation marks 
around the exact 
words of a speaker 
and titles of articles, 
poems, songs, short 
stories, and chapters in 
books. 

EL.05.WR.19 Correctly use: 

 parentheses to explain 
something that is not 
considered of primary 
importance to the 
sentence, 

 a colon to separate hours 
and minutes (10:30 a.m., 
6:30 p.m.) and to 
introduce a list (collect the 
following items for the 
project: map, pictures, 
scissors, tape),and 

 commas in direct 
quotations (He said, "I'd 
be happy to go."). 

EL.06.WR.20 Correctly 
use: 

 colons after the 
salutation (greeting) in 
business letters (Dear 
Sir:), 

 semicolons to connect 
main clauses (Katy went 
to school; her brother 
stayed home), 

 commas before the 
conjunction in compound 
sentences (We worked 
all day, but we didn't 
complete the project.), 
and 

 semicolons and commas 
for transitions (The 
deadline is passed; 
however, we can do it 
next year.). 

EL.07.WR.21 Use a 
comma after a 
dependent clause that 
introduces a sentence. 

EL.08.WR.21 Use 
conventions of 
punctuation correctly, 
including commas, 
hyphens, dashes, and 
semicolons. 

EL.HS.WR.18 Use 
conventions of 
punctuation correctly, 
including semicolons, 
colons, ellipses, 
hyphens and dashes. 

  Punctuation begins 
in grade 1. 

EL.07.WR.22 Use 
appropriate internal 
punctuation, including 
commas, semicolons, 
and colons. 

EL.07.WR.23 Place a 
question mark or 
exclamation point inside 
quotation marks when it 
punctuates the 
quotation, and outside 
when it punctuates the 
main sentence. 

EL.03.WR.21 
Approximate correct use 
of quotation marks to 
show that someone is 
speaking ("You may 
go home now," she 
said). 

EL.04.WR.18 Use 
underlining, quotation 
marks, or italics to 
identify titles of 
documents. EL.05.WR.20 Correctly 

place commas and periods 
inside quotation marks. 

EL.04.WR.19 Correctly 
write plural possessive 
nouns (girls' hats). 

 EL.00.WR.09 Use 
phonemic awareness 
and letter knowledge to 
spell independently. 

EL.01.WR.08 Spell 
correctly three- and 
four-letter short vowel 
words (can, will). 

EL.02.WR.12 Spell 
correctly words which 
are used frequently but 
do not fit common 
spelling patterns such 
as was, were, says, 
said, who, what, and 
why. 

EL.03.WR.13 Spell 
correctly: 

 one syllable words that 
have blends (play, 
blend) or a silent letter 
(walk); 

 contractions (isn't, 
aren't, can't); 

 compounds; 

 common spelling 
patterns (qu-, changing 
win to winning, and 
changing the ending of 
a word from -y to - ies 
to make a plural such 
as berry/berries); and 

 common homophones 
(words that sound the 
same but have different 
spellings, such as 
hair/hare). 

EL.04.WR.15 Spell 
correctly: 

 roots (bases of words, 
such as un necessary, 
coward ly), 

 inflections (words like 
care/careful/caring), 

 suffixes and prefixes (-
ly, -ness, mis-, un-), 

 syllables (word parts 
each containing a 
vowel sound, such as 
sur-prise or e-col-o-
gy), and 

 homophones 
(to/too/two, hear/here, 
plain/plane, 
aisle/isle/I'll, 
caught/cot). 

EL.05.WR.16 Spell 
correctly: 

 roots or bases of words, 

 prefixes 
(understood/misundersto
od, excused/unexcused), 

 suffixes (final/finally, 
mean/mean-ness) 

 contractions (will 
not/won't, it is/it's, they 
would/they'd), 

 syllable constructions (in-
for-ma-tion, mol-e-cule), 
and 

 words with more than one 
acceptable spelling 
(advisor, adviser). 

EL.06.WR.17 Spell 
correctly frequently 
misspelled words 
(their/they're/there, 
loose/lose/loss, 
choose/chose, 
through/threw, it's/its). 

EL.07.WR.17 Spell 
correctly derivatives 
(words that come from a 
common base or root 
word) by applying the 
spellings of bases and 
affixes (prefixes and 
suffixes). 

EL.08.WR.17 Use 
correct spelling 
conventions. 

EL.HS.WR.14 Produce 
writing that shows 
accurate spelling. 

  Spelling begins in 
grade K. 

EL.00.WR.10 Spell 
some conventionally-
spelled consonant-
vowel-consonant words. 

EL.01.WR.09 Use 
spelling/phonics-based 
knowledge to spell 
independently when 
necessary. EL.02.WR.13 Spell 

correctly words with 
short and long vowel 
sounds (a, e, i, o. u), r-
controlled vowels (ar, er, 
ir, or, ur), and 
consonant-blend 
patterns (bl, dr, st). 

EL.01.WR.10 Show 
spelling consciousness 
or sensitivity to 
conventional spelling. 

EL.02.WR.14 Spell 
correctly previously 
studied words and 
spelling patterns in own 
writing. 

EL.02.WR.15 Represent 
all sounds in a word 
when spelling 
independently. 

EL.03.WR.14 Spell 
correctly previously 
studied words and 
spelling patterns in own 
writing. 

EL.03.WR.15 Notice 
when words are not 
correct, and use a variety 
of strategies to correct 
(e.g., word lists, 
dictionary). 

S
u

m
m

a
ry

 A
n

a
ly

s
is

  Capitalize and 
punctuate not 
included in Oregon 
until Grade 1. 

 Capitalize dates and 
comma in dates and 
series not included 
in Oregon until grade 
2. 
 

 Capitalization (a), 
apostrophe (c) not 
included in Oregon 
until grade 3 and 4, 
respectively. 

 Oregon standards 
include all the 
elements in the 
CCSS except titles 
and possessives are 
not included in 
Oregon until grade 4. 
 

 Oregon standards 
include all the 
elements in the 
CCSS except 
comma in compound 
sentence (in Oregon 
at grade 6) and 
quotations from text. 

  Oregon standards 
include all the elements 
in the CCSS except 
commas (b) and (c). 

 Titles are addressed in 
Oregon at grade 4. 

 Oregon standards 
include all the 
elements in the CCSS 
except nonrestrictive 
elements. 

 Oregon standards 
include all the 
elements in the 
CCSS. 

 Oregon standards 
include all the 
elements in the 
CCSS except 
ellipsis. 

 Oregon standards 
include all the 
elements in the 
CCSS.  

 No Oregon 
standards at grades 
11/12. 

 Hyphenation 
included at grades 
9/10 in Oregon. 

  

Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher 
grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk (*). 
 
Notes 

 CCSSs identify specific punctuation situations at grades 8 and 9/10 while Oregon's are general and comprehensive. 
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 See table of CCSS/Oregon below. 
 
 

Item CCSSs Oregon Standards 
capitalization and punctuation K 1 

capitalization in dates 1 2 

comma in dates and series 1 2 

capitalization in holidays and geographic names 2 3 

apostrophes in contractions and frequently occurring possessives 2 4 

capitalization of titles 3 4 

comma in compound sentences 4 6 

quotations from text 4  

Comma for introductory elements 5  

Comma for direct address, etc. 5  

Titles 5 4 

Punctuation to set of nonrestrictive elements 6  

Ellipsis 8 9 

Hyphenation 11/12 9/10 

 
Implications for Implementation  
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Knowledge of Language - Language Standard  3 
 
CCR Anchor Standard: "Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening." 
 
 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade  5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 

C
o
m

m
o
n

 C
o

re
 S

ta
te

 S
ta

n
d
a

rd
s
 

3. (Begins in grade 2) 3. (Begins in grade 2) 3. Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

3. Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

3. Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

3. Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

3. Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

3. Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

3. Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

3. Apply knowledge of 
language to understand 
how language functions 
in different contexts, to 
make effective choices 
for meaning or style, and 
to comprehend more fully 
when reading or 
listening. 

 

3. Apply knowledge of 
language to 
understand how 
language functions in 
different contexts, to 
make effective 
choices for meaning 
or style, and to 
comprehend more 
fully when reading or 
listening. 

  

 a. Choose words and 
phrases for effect.* 

 

a. Choose words and 
phrases to convey 
ideas precisely.* 

 

  a. Choose language that 
expresses ideas 
precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness 
and redundancy.* 

a. Use verbs in the 
active and passive voice 
and in the conditional 
and subjunctive mood to 
achieve particular effects 
(e.g., emphasizing the 
actor or the action; 
expressing uncertainty 
or describing a state 
contrary to fact). 

   [Word choice] 

   a. Expand, combine, 
and reduce 
sentences for 
meaning, 
reader/listener 
interest, and style. 

a. Vary sentence 
patterns for meaning, 
reader/listener 
interest, and style.* 

 

   a. Vary syntax for effect, 
consulting references 
(e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for 
guidance as needed; 
apply an 
understanding of 
syntax to the study of 
complex texts when 
reading. 

 [Sentences] 

  b. Choose punctuation 
for effect.* 

 

 b. Maintain consistency 
in style and tone.* 

  a. Write and edit work so 
that it conforms to the 
guidelines in a style manual 
(e.g., MLA Handbook, 
Turabian’s Manual for 
Writers) appropriate for the 
discipline and writing type. 

  [Style] 

a. Compare formal and 
informal uses of 
English. 

b. Recognize and 
observe differences 
between the conventions 
of spoken and written 
standard English. 

c. Differentiate between 
contexts that call for 
formal English (e.g., 
presenting ideas) and 
situations where informal 
discourse is appropriate 
(e.g., small-group 
discussion). 

b. Compare and contrast 
the varieties of English 
(e.g., dialects, registers) 
used in stories, dramas, 
or poems. 

      [Level of formality] 

O
re

g
o

n
 E

L
A

 S
ta

n
d
a

rd
s
 

   EL.03.WR.10 Use vivid 
adjectives and action 
verbs. 

EL.04.WR.12 Use words 
that describe, explain, or 
provide additional details 
and connections. 

EL.05.WR.08 Revise 
drafts to improve the 
meaning and focus of 
writing by adding, 
deleting, combining, 
clarifying, and 
rearranging words and 
sentences. 

EL.06.WR.15 Use 
simple, compound, and 
complex sentences. 

EL.07.WR.13 Use 
varied word choices to 
make writing 
interesting and more 
precise. 

 

EL.08.WR.13 Use 
descriptive language 
that clarifies and 
enhances ideas by 
establishing tone and 
mood through figurative 
language, sensory 
images, and 
comparisons. 

   [Writing - Word 
choice] 

      EL.06.WR.16 To achieve 
clarity of meaning and to 
enhance flow and 
rhythm, use effective 
coordination and 
subordination of ideas--
including both main 
ideas and supporting 
ideas in single 
sentences. 

EL.07.WR.16 Vary 
sentence beginnings by 
using infinitives (to 
understand, to learn) 
and participles 
(dreaming, chosen, 
grown). 

EL.08.WR.14 To present 
a lively and effective 
personal style, use 
varied sentence types 
(simple, compound, 
complex, and 
compound-complex) and 
sentence openings. 

   [Writing - Sentences] 

EL.07.WR.15 To convey 
a livelier effect, use the 
active voice rather than 
the passive voice. 
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   EL.03.SL.04 Use clear 
and specific vocabulary 
to communicate and, 
with assistance, 
establish the tone. 

EL.04.SL.04 Use a 
variety of descriptive 
words that help to 
convey a clear message. 

EL.05.SL.03 Use 
descriptive words that 
clearly convey the 
message and establish 
the tone. 

EL.06.SL.06 Use 
language effectively to 
convey the message and 
make content clear. 

EL.07.SL.04 Use a 
variety of descriptive and 
accurate words 
appropriate to audience 
and purpose. 

EL.08.SL.05 Use precise 
language, action verbs, 
sensory details, 
appropriate and colorful 
modifiers, and the active 
rather than the passive 
voice in ways that 
enliven oral 
presentations. 

   Speaking - Word 
choice] 

EL.05.SL.04 Use 
appropriate technical 
words that support clear 
understanding 

     .   EL.08.SL.04 Use 
feedback, including both 
verbal and non-verbal 
cues to reconsider and 
modify the 
organizational structure 
and to rearrange words 
and sentences to clarify 
the meaning. 

EL.HS.WR.09 Edit and 
proofread one's own writing, 
as well as that of others, 
using the writing 
conventions, and, for 
example, an editing 
checklist or list of rules with 
specific examples of 
corrections of specific 
errors. 

   

         L.HS.SL.16 Analyze 
historically significant 
speeches (e.g., Abraham 
Lincoln's "Gettysburg 
Address," Martin Luther 
King, Jr.'s "I Have a 
Dream") to find the 
rhetorical devices and 
features that make them 
memorable. 

   

S
u

m
m

a
ry

 A
n

a
ly

s
is

  N/A  N/A  No corresponding 
Oregon standards. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS except for 
comparing 
conventions of written 
and spoken English. 

 Oregon's do not cover 
using punctuation for 
effect and comparing 
contexts for formal 
and informal English. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS except for 
"varieties of English." 

 Oregon's do not 
address style and 
tone. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS except for 
"concise." 

 Oregon's do not 
address the CCSS. 

 Oregon's covers the 
CCSS though it does not 
specifically mention a 
style manual. 

 No Oregon 
standards at grades 
11/12. 

  

"Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher 
grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk (*)." 
 
Gaps 

 CCSSs call for focus on and analysis of formal and informal English, spoken and written standard English, contexts calling for different levels of formality, and varieties (dialects, registers) of English in grades 2 - 5. Oregon does 
not have corresponding standards. 

 CCSSs call for a "consistent style and tone" at grade 6. Oregon's do not address that. 

 CCSSs address conciseness/redundancy at grade 7. Oregon's do not address that. 

 CCSSs call for both passive and active voice and conditional and subjunctive moods at grade 8. Oregon's call for avoidance of passive (grade 7, 8) and do not specifically address verb moods. 
 
Implications for Implementation  

  

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use - Language Standard  4 
 
CCR Anchor Standard: "Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate." 
  

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 

C
o
m

m
o
n

 C
o

re
 S

ta
te

 S
ta

n
d
a

rd
s
 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on kindergarten 
reading and content. 

 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 1 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from 
an array of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 2 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from 
an array of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
word and phrases 
based on grade 3 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 4 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 5 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 6 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 7 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases 
based on grade 8 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grades 9–10 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

4. Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grades 11–12 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies.  

  

a. Identify new meanings 
for familiar words and 
apply them accurately 
(e.g., knowing duck is a 
bird and learning the 
verb to duck). 

 

a. Use sentence-level 
context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

 

a. Use sentence-level 
context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

 

a. Use sentence-level 
context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

 

a. Use context (e.g., 
definitions, examples, 
or restatements in text) 
as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

 

a. Use context (e.g., 
cause/ effect 
relationships and 
comparisons in text) as 
a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 

 

a. Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; 
a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

a. Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; 
a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

a. Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; 
a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

a. Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position 
or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

a. Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position 
or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

 [Context] 

 Identical standards 
grades 1 - 3; 6 - 8; 
9/10 - 11/12. 

b. Use the most frequently 
occurring inflections 
and affixes (e.g., -ed, -
s, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -
less) as a clue to the 
meaning of an unknown 
word. 

b. Use frequently 
occurring affixes as a 
clue to the meaning of 
a word. 

c. Identify frequently 
occurring root words 
(e.g., look) and their 
inflectional forms (e.g., 
looks, looked, looking). 

b. Determine the meaning 
of the new word formed 
when a known prefix is 
added to a known word 
(e.g., happy/unhappy, 
tell/retell). 

c. Use a known root word 
as a clue to the 
meaning of an unknown 
word with the same root 
(e.g., addition, 
additional). 

d. Use knowledge of the 
meaning of individual 
words to predict the 
meaning of compound 
words (e.g., birdhouse, 
lighthouse, housefly; 
bookshelf, notebook, 
bookmark). 

b. Determine the meaning 
of the new word formed 
when a known affix is 
added to a known word 
(e.g., agreeable/ 
disagreeable, 
comfortable/ 
uncomfortable, 
care/careless, 
heat/preheat). 

c. Use a known root word 
as a clue to the 
meaning of an unknown 
word with the same root 
(e.g., company, 
companion). 

 

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots 
as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., 
telegraph, photograph, 
autograph). 

 

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots 
as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., 
photograph, 
photosynthesis). 

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots 
as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., 
audience, auditory, 
audible). 

 

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots 
as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, 
rebel). 

 

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots 
as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., 
precede, recede, 
secede). 

b. Identify and correctly 
use patterns of word 
changes that indicate 
different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., 
analyze, analysis, 
analytical; advocate, 
advocacy). 

 

b. Identify and correctly 
use patterns of word 
changes that indicate 
different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., 
conceive, conception, 
conceivable). 

 

 [Morphemes] 

   e. Use glossaries and 
beginning dictionaries, 
both print and digital, to 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of words and 
phrases 

d. Use glossaries or 
beginning dictionaries, 
both print and digital, to 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. 

c. Consult reference 
materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. 

c. Consult reference 
materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. 

c. Consult reference 
materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 

 

c. Consult general and 
specialized reference 
materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 

 

c. Consult general and 
specialized reference 
materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 

 

c. Consult general and 
specialized reference 
materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its 
part of speech, or its 
etymology. 

 

c. Consult general and 
specialized reference 
materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its 
part of speech, its 
etymology, or its 
standard usage. 

 Consult reference 
materials begins at 
grade 2. 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 

 [Identical standards 
grades 6 - 11/12] 
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   EL.03.RE.10 Point to or 
clearly identify specific 
words or wordings that 
are causing 
comprehension 
difficulties and use 
strategies to correct. 
 

EL.04.RE.08 Clearly 
identify specific words or 
wordings that are 
causing comprehension 
difficulties and use 
strategies to correct. 

EL.05.RE.08 Clearly 
identify specific words or 
wordings that are 
causing comprehension 
difficulties and use 
strategies to correct. 

EL.06.RE.08 Clearly 
identify specific words or 
wordings that are 
causing comprehension 
difficulties and use 
strategies to correct. 

EL.07.RE.07 Clearly 
identify specific words or 
wordings that are 
causing comprehension 
difficulties and use 
strategies to correct. 

EL.08.RE.07 Clearly 
identify specific words or 
wordings that are 
causing comprehension 
difficulties and use 
strategies to correct. 

EL.HS.RE.07 Clearly 
identify specific words or 
wordings that are 
causing comprehension 
difficulties and use 
strategies to correct. 

  Identical standards 
grades 3 - 9/10 
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       EL.07.RE.12 Clarify word 
meanings through the 
use of definition, 
inference, example, 
restatement, or contrast. 

EL.08.RE.12 Verify the 
meaning of a word in its 
context, even when its 
meaning is not directly 
stated, through the use 
of definition, 
restatement, example, 
comparison, or contrast. 

    

 EL.01.RE.28 Use context 
to understand word and 
sentence meanings. 

EL.02.RE.20 Use context 
to identify simple 
multiple-meaning words 
(change, duck). 

EL.03.RE.15 Use 
sentence and word 
context to find the 
meaning of unknown 
words. 

EL.04.RE.11 Determine 
meanings of words using 
contextual and structural 
clues. 

EL.05.RE.11 Determine 
meanings of words using 
contextual and structural 
clues. 

EL.06.RE.11 Determine 
the meaning of unknown 
words or words with 
unusual meanings in 
informational and 
narrative text by using 
word, sentence, and 
paragraph clues. 

EL.07.RE.10 Determine 
meanings of words using 
contextual and structural 
clues. 

EL.08.RE.10 Determine 
meanings of words using 
contextual and structural 
clues. 

EL.HS.RE.10 Determine 
meanings of words using 
contextual and structural 
clues. 

  [Context] 

 Identical standards at 
grades 4, 6-9/10. 

EL.04.RE.12 Distinguish 
and interpret words with 
multiple meanings (i.e., 
quarter) by using context 
clues. 

 EL.01.RE.15 Read 
inflectional forms (e.g., -
s, -ed, -ing) and root 
words (e.g., look, looked, 
looking). 

EL.02.RE.05 Recognize 
and correctly read and 
use regular plurals (e.g., 
-s, -es, -ies) and irregular 
plurals (e.g., fly/flies, 
wife/wives). 
 

EL.03.RE.17 Infer word 
meanings from taught 
roots, prefixes (e.g., un-, 
re-, pre-, bi-, mis-, dis-), 
and suffixes (e.g., -er, -
est, -ful). 

EL.04.RE.14 Use 
knowledge of root words 
to determine the 
meaning of unknown 
words within a passage 
(nation, national, 
nationality). 

EL.05.RE.14 Use word 
origins to determine the 
meaning of unknown 
words and phrases. 

 EL.07.RE.13 Use 
knowledge of Greek, 
Latin, and Anglo-Saxon 
roots and word parts to 
understand subject-area 
vocabulary. 

    [Morphemes] 

EL.02.RE.19 Know the 
meaning of simple 
prefixes (word parts 
added at the beginning 
of words such as un-) 
and suffixes (word parts 
added at the end of 
words such as -ful). 

EL.04.RE.15 Use 
common roots (meter = 
measure) and word parts 
(therm = heat) derived 
from Greek and Latin, 
and use this knowledge 
to analyze the meaning 
of complex words 
(thermometer). 

EL.05.RE.15 Know less-
common roots (graph = 
writing, logos = the study 
of) and word parts (auto 
= self, bio = life) from 
Greek and Latin, and 
use this knowledge to 
analyze the meaning of 
complex words 
(autograph, 
autobiography, 
biography, biology). 

EL.02.RE.18 Use 
knowledge of individual 
words in unknown 
compound words to 
predict their meaning 
(daydream). 

  EL.02.RE.21 Determine 
meanings of words by 
using a dictionary or 
glossary. 

EL.03.RE.18 Use a 
dictionary or glossary to 
learn the meaning and 
other features of 
unknown words. 

 EL.05.RE.16 Use a 
thesaurus to determine 
related words and 
concepts. 

EL.06.RE.14 Determine 
pronunciations, 
meanings, alternate 
word choices, and parts 
of speech, using 
dictionaries and 
thesauruses. 
 

 EL.08.RE.13 Determine 
pronunciations, 
meanings, alternate 
word choices, parts of 
speech, or etymologies 
of words, using 
dictionaries and 
thesauruses. 

EL.HS.RE.13 Use 
general dictionaries, 
specialized dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses, 
or related references to 
increase vocabulary. 

  [Reference materials] 

S
u

m
m
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  Oregon's refer to 
context only in 
relationship to 
reading (at grade 1). 

 Oregon's refer to 
inflections and affixes 
only in relationship to 
reading (at grades 1 
and 2, respectively). 

 Oregon's refer to 
affixes only in 
relationship to 
reading (at grade 2). 

 Oregon's do not refer 
specifically to root 
words at grade 2. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to digital references. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to digital references. 

 Oregon's do not 
include consulting 
reference materials 
at grade 4. 

 Oregon's do not 
include thesauruses 
until grade 5. 

 Oregon's do not 
include pronunciation 
until grade 6. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to digital references. 

 Oregon's do not 
include pronunciation 
until grade 6. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to Greek or Latin 
affixes or roots at 
grade 6. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to digital references. 

 Oregon's do not 
include consulting 
reference materials 
at grade 7. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to digital references. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to specifically to 
Greek or Latin affixes 
or roots at grade 8; 
uses term "structural 
clues." 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to digital references. 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to patterns of word 
changes; uses term 
"structural clues." 

 Oregon's do not refer 
to digital references. 

 No Oregon standards 
at grades 11/12. 

 

 
Gaps 

 CCSSs call for students to use context clues, inflections, and affixes in grade K. Oregon's begin this in grade 1 (context clues and inflections) and grade 2 (affixes). 

 CCSSs include using knowledge of roots at each grade level, grades 1-8. There are no corresponding Oregon standards at grades 2, 6, 8. 

 CCSSs call for students to use digital reference materials. Oregon's do not. 

 CCSSs call for students to use thesauruses at grade 4. Oregon's do not include this until grade 5 and do not include reference materials at grade 4. 

 CCSSs call for students to use reference materials to determine pronunciation starting at grade 4. Oregon's include this starting at grade 6. 
 

Implications for Implementation  

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use - Language Standard  5 
 
CCR Anchor Standard: "Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings." 
  

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 

C
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5. With guidance and 
support from adults, 
explore word 
relationships and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 

5. With guidance and 
support from adults, 
demonstrate 
understanding of word 
relationships and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of word 
relationships and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 

 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of word 
relationships and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 

 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

5. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

  

   a. Distinguish the literal 
and non-literal 
meanings of words 
and phrases in 
context (e.g., take 
steps). 

 

a. Explain the meaning 
of simple similes and 
metaphors (e.g., as 
pretty as a picture) in 
context. 

b. Recognize and 
explain the meaning 
of common idioms, 
adages, and proverbs. 

a. Interpret figurative 
language, including 
similes and 
metaphors, in context. 

b. Recognize and 
explain the meaning 
of common idioms, 
adages, and proverbs. 

 

a. Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., 
personification) in 
context. 

 

a. Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., literary, 
biblical, and 
mythological 
allusions) in context. 

 

a. Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g. verbal 
irony, puns) in 
context. 

 

a. Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., 
euphemism, 
oxymoron) in context 
and analyze their role 
in the text. 

 

a. Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., 
hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

 [figures of speech] 

a. Sort common objects 
into categories (e.g., 
shapes, foods) to gain 
a sense of the 
concepts the 
categories represent. 

b. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
frequently occurring 
verbs and adjectives 
by relating them to 
their opposites 
(antonyms). 

a. Sort words into 
categories (e.g., 
colors, clothing) to 
gain a sense of the 
concepts the 
categories represent. 

b. Define words by 
category and by one 
or more key attributes 
(e.g., a duck is a bird 
that swims; a tiger is a 
large cat with stripes). 

  c. Demonstrate 
understanding of 
words by relating 
them to their 
opposites (antonyms) 
and to words with 
similar but not 
identical meanings 
(synonyms). 

c. Use the relationship 
between particular 
words (e.g., 
synonyms, antonyms, 
homographs) to better 
understand each of 
the words. 

b. Use the relationship 
between particular 
words (e.g., 
cause/effect, 
part/whole, 
item/category) to 
better understand 
each of the words. 

 

b. Use the relationship 
between particular 
words (e.g., 
synonym/antonym, 
analogy) to better 
understand each of 
the words. 

 

b. Use the relationship 
between particular 
words to better 
understand each of 
the words. 

 

  
 

 [relationships among 
words] 

c. Identify real-life 
connections between 
words and their use 
(e.g., note places at 
school that are 
colorful). 

c. Identify real-life 
connections between 
words and their use 
(e.g., note places at 
home that are cozy). 

 

a. Identify real-life 
connections between 
words and their use 
(e.g., describe foods 
that are spicy or juicy). 

 

b. Identify real-life 
connections between 
words and their use 
(e.g., describe people 
who are friendly or 
helpful). 

        [real-life connections] 

d. Distinguish shades of 
meaning among verbs 
describing the same 
general action (e.g., 
walk, march, strut, 
prance) by acting out 
the meanings. 

d. Distinguish shades of 
meaning among verbs 
differing in manner 
(e.g., look, peek, 
glance, stare, glare, 
scowl) and adjectives 
differing in intensity 
(e.g., large, gigantic) 
by defining or 
choosing them or by 
acting out the 
meanings. 

b. Distinguish shades of 
meaning among 
closely related verbs 
(e.g., toss, throw, hurl) 
and closely related 
adjectives (e.g., thin, 
slender, skinny, 
scrawny). 

c. Distinguish shades of 
meaning among 
related words that 
describe states of 
mind or degrees of 
certainty (e.g., knew, 
believed, suspected, 
heard, wondered). 

  c. Distinguish among the 
connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
stingy, scrimping, 
economical, 
unwasteful, thrifty). 

c. Distinguish among the 
connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, 
polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 

c. Distinguish among the 
connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
bullheaded, willful, 
firm, persistent, 
resolute). 

b. Analyze nuances in 
the meaning of words 
with similar 
denotations. 

b. Analyze nuances in 
the meaning of words 
with similar 
denotations. 

 

 [nuances] 
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 EL.00.RE.23 Identify and 

sort common 
pictures/words into 
basic categories (e.g., 
colors, shapes, 
foods). 

EL.01.RE.27 Classify 
categories of words 
(e.g., concrete 
collections of animals, 
foods, toys). 

EL.02.RE.17 Know and 
explain common 
antonyms and 
synonyms. 

EL.03.RE.14 Determine 
the meanings of 
words using 
knowledge of 
antonyms, synonyms, 
homophones, and 
homographs. 

EL.04.RE.13 Apply 
knowledge of 
synonyms, antonyms, 
homographs, and 
idioms to determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases. 

EL.05.RE.12 Understand 
and explain frequently 
used synonyms, 
antonyms, and 
homographs. 

      [relationships among 
words] 

EL.03.RE.16 Categorize 
words by their 
relationships (e.g., 
dog/mammal, 
animal/living things). 
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      EL.05.RE.13 Determine 
the meanings of 
figurative expressions, 
such as those in 
similes and 
metaphors. 

 
 

EL.06.RE.12 Interpret 
figurative language, 
including similes, 
metaphors, and words 
with multiple 
meanings. 

EL.07.RE.11 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
idioms and 
comparisons, such as 
analogies, metaphors, 
and similes, in prose 
(informational and 
literary text) and 
poetry. 

EL.08.RE.11 Analyze 
idioms and 
comparisons, such as 
analogies, metaphors, 
and similes, to infer 
the literal and 
figurative meanings of 
phrases. 

EL.HS.RE.11 Identify 
and use the literal and 
figurative meanings of 
words and phrases. 

  [figures of speech] 

EL.07.LI.10 Explain the 
effects of common 
literary devices, such 
as symbolism, 
imagery, and 
metaphor in a variety 
of literary texts. 

EL.08.LI.09 Identify 
significant literary 
devices, such as 
simile, metaphor, 
personification, 
symbolism, dialect, 
and irony which define 
a writer's style, and 
use those elements to 
analyze and evaluate 
the work. 

EL.HS.LI.09 Identify 
various literary 
devices, including 
figurative language, 
imagery, allegory, and 
symbolism; evaluate 
the significance of the 
devices; and explain 
their appeal. 

      EL.06.RE.13 Understand 
and explain "shades 
of meaning" in related 
words. 

  EL.HS.RE.12 Distinguish 
between the 
denotative and 
connotative meanings 
of words, and interpret 
the connotative power 
of words. 

 

  [nuances] 
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 Oregon's do not 
include opposites of 
nouns and verbs until 
grade 2 and shades 
of meaning until 
grade 6. 

 Oregon's do not call 
specifically for 
students to identify 
real-life connections 
between words and 
their use. 

 Oregon's do not 
address key 
attributes.  

 Oregon's do not call 
specifically for 
students to identify 
real-life connections 
between words and 
their use.  

 Oregon's do not 
include shades of 
meaning until grade 
6. 

 CCSSs do not 
include synonyms 
and antonyms until 
grade 4. 

 Oregon's do not call 
specifically for 
students to identify 
real-life connections 
between words and 
their use.  

 Oregon's do not 
include shades of 
meaning until grade 
6. 

 CCSSs do not 
include synonyms 
and antonyms until 
grade 4; homographs 
until grade 5. 

 Oregon's do not call 
specifically for 
students to identify 
real-life connections 
between words and 
their use.  

 Oregon's do not 
include shades of 
meaning until grade 
6. 

 Oregon's do not 
include figures of 
speech until grade 5. 

 CCSSs do not 
include homographs 
until grade 5. 

 Oregon’s do not 
address figurative 
language until grade 
5 

 Oregon's do not 
address adages and 
proverbs. 

 Oregon's do not 
address adages and 
proverbs. 

 Oregon's do not 
address idioms until 
grade 7. 

 Oregon's do not 
address relationships 
among words at 
grade 6. 

 Oregon's do not 
address connotation/ 
denotation until grade 
9/10. 

 Oregon's do not 
address relationships 
among words (e.g., 
analogy) at grade 7. 

 Oregon's do not 
specifically include 
biblical and 
mythological 
allusions. 

 Oregon's do not 
address connotation/ 
denotation until grade 
9/10. 

 Oregon's do not 
specifically include 
verbal irony and 
puns. 

 Oregon's do not 
specifically include 
euphemism, 
oxymoron. 

 No Oregon standards 
at grades 11/12. 

  

Gaps  

 See table of CCSS/Oregon below. 
 

Item CCSSs Oregon Standards 
"Real life connections between words and their use" K, 1, 2, 3  

Relate nouns and verbs to their opposite (antonyms) K, 4, 5, 7 2 

Shades of meaning / connotations / nuances K -3 / 6-8 / 9-12 6  / 9-10 / term not included 

Key attributes 1  

Synonyms/antonyms 4, 5, 7 2 - 5 

Homographs 5 3 

Adages and proverbs 4  

Idioms 5 7 

Word relationships (part/whole, cause/effect, item/category.) 6  

Connotations/denotations 6-8 9/10 

Nuances in words with similar denotations 9-12  

Figurative language 4 - 11/12 5 - 9/10 
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Biblical and mythological allusions 7  

Verbal irony / puns 8 8 /  

Euphemism, oxymoron 9/10  

Hyperbole, paradox 11/12  

 
Implications for Implementation  
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use - Language Standard  6 
 
CCR Anchor Standard: "Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression." 
 

  Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9-10 Grade 11-12 Comments 
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6. Use words and 
phrases acquired 
through conversations, 
reading and being read 
to, and responding to 
texts. 

6. Use words and 
phrases acquired 
through conversations, 
reading and being read 
to, and responding to 
texts, 

6. Use words and 
phrases acquired 
through conversations, 
reading and being read 
to, and responding to 
texts, 

6. Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate 
conversational, general 
academic, and domain 
specific words and 
phrases, 

6. Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases,  

6. Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases,  

6. Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word 
or phrase important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 

6. Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word 
or phrase important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 

6. Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word 
or phrase important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 

6. Acquire and use 
accurately general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening 
at the college and career 
readiness level; 
demonstrate 
independence in 
gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when 
considering a word or 
phrase important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 

6. Acquire and use 
accurately general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening 
at the college and career 
readiness level; 
demonstrate 
independence in 
gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when 
considering a word or 
phrase important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 

 Identical (top row) 
grades K-2, 4-5, 6-8, 
9/10 - 11/12. 
 

 including using 
frequently occurring 
conjunctions to signal 
simple relationships 
(e.g., because). 

including using 
adjectives and adverbs 
to describe (e.g., When 
other kids are happy that 
makes me happy). 

including those that 
signal spatial and 
temporal relationships 
(e.g., After dinner that 
night we went looking for 
them). 

including those that 
signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of 
being (e.g., quizzed, 
whined, stammered) and 
that are basic to a 
particular topic (e.g., 
wildlife, conservation, 
and endangered when 
discussing animal 
preservation). 

including those that 
signal contrast, addition, 
and other logical 
relationships (e.g., 
however, although, 
nevertheless, similarly, 
moreover, in addition). 

      Conjunctions - grade 1 

 Adjectives & adverbs - 
grade 2 

 Spatial and temporal 
relationships - grade 3 

 Precise actions, 
emotions, states and 
basic to particular 
topic - grade 4 

 Contrast and other 
logical relationships - 
grade 5. 
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EL.00.RE.21 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through orally-
read stories and 
informational text. 

EL.01.RE.25 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through orally-
read stories and 
informational text as well 
as student-read stories 
and informational text. 

EL.02.RE.15 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through orally-
read stories and 
informational text as well 
as student-read stories 
and informational text. 

EL.03.RE.12 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through orally-
read stories and 
informational text as well 
as student-read stories 
and informational text. 

EL.04.RE.09 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through 
informational text, 
literary text, and 
instruction across the 
subject areas. 

EL.05.RE.09 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through 
informational text, 
literary text, and 
instruction across the 
subject areas. 

EL.06.RE.09 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through 
informational text, 
literary text, and 
instruction across the 
subject areas. 

EL.07.RE.08 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through 
informational text, 
literary text, and 
instruction across the 
subject areas. 

EL.08.RE.08 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through 
informational text, 
literary text, and 
instruction across the 
subject areas. 

EL.HS.RE.08 
Understand, learn, and 
use new vocabulary that 
is introduced and taught 
directly through 
informational text, 
literary text, and 
instruction across the 
subject areas. 

  Identical standards at 
Grades 1-3. 

 Identical standards at 
grades 4 - 11/12. 

EL.00.RE.22 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud. 

EL.01.RE.26 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud. 

EL.02.RE.16 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud. 

EL.03.RE.13 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud. 

EL.04.RE.10 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud across the 
subject areas. 

EL.05.RE.10 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud across the 
subject areas. 

EL.06.RE.10 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud across the 
subject areas. 

EL.07.RE.09 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud across the 
subject areas. 

EL.08.RE.09 Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud across the 
subject areas. 

EL.HS.RE.09  Develop 
vocabulary by listening 
to and discussing both 
familiar and conceptually 
challenging selections 
read aloud across the 
subject areas. 

  Identical standards at 
grades K-3. 

 Identical standards at 
grades 4 - 11/12. 

EL.00.RE.24 Describe 
common objects and 
events in both general 
(ball) and specific 
language (large red ball 
with stripes. 
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 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS, but do not 
specifically address 
using conjunctions. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS, but do not 
specifically address 
using adjectives and 
adverbs. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS, but do not 
specifically address 
using spatial and 
temporal 
relationships. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS, but do not 
specifically address 
using words that 
signal precise 
actions, emotions, or 
states of being and 
that are basic to a 
particular topic. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS, but do not 
specifically address 
using words "that 
signal contrast, 
addition and other 
logical relationships." 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS. 

 Oregon's cover the 
CCSS. 

 Oregon's cover  the 
CCSS except they 
do not specify 
"college and career 
readiness level." 

 No Oregon standards 
at grades 11/12. 

  

Gaps 

 CCSSs calls for students to use specific types of words (e.g., conjunctions, adverbs) at grades 1 -5. Oregon's do not. 
Implications for Implementation  


