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Focus of Presentation

• Explore the Common Core State Standards and 
Formative Assessment connection

• Review standards/FA examples

• Generate conversation about next steps for CCSS 
and FA implementation



Setting the Stage

3 Questions
1.  how many have rolled out standards, or 
supported a standards roll-out (district, 
state, other?)
2.  how many currently have a 
protocol/policy in place to support a roll 
out?
3.  reflection: how do educators learn 
standards?  



Common Core State Standards
• Good News

– done this before
– policy and procedures in place for standards 

implementation
– common goals, common understandings of what 

learning matters

• Challenges
– learn standards progression
– learn concepts
– learn how to keep learning moving forward



COMMON CORE 
STATE STANDARDS

(CCSS)



Common Core State Standards:  
Get Ready, Cuz Here They Come!



Common Core State Standards
Mission Statement

The CCSS provide a consistent, clear understanding 
of what students are expected to learn, so 
teachers and parents know what they need to do 
to help them. The standards are designed to be 
robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting 
the knowledge and skills that our young people 
need for successes in college and careers.  

(CCSS website, 2010) 



Common Core State Standards
• Represent a set of understandings that are:

– coherent
– comprehensive
– continuous

• Developed by panel of stakeholders, with input from 
various experts (teachers, content experts), other 
standards 



Common Core State Standards
The standards clearly define learning expectations for the subject area and 
each grade level.

FEATURES
-Learning expectations are clear 
-Learning expectations are realistic
-Learning expectations reflect a 
progression (at minimum for the 
span of a grade level)

EVIDENCE
-Expert review 
-Research studies validating 
progressions



Coherence:
K-12, State-to-State

CCSS Build
K–12 to College Readiness



FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 
IN A COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM



Student

Daily
Weekly

Unit
Quarterly

Annually 

System of Assessment

Minute -
by-minute



Knowledge Base for Formative Assessment

Tied to contemporary 
theories of learning

Knowing what Students Know  
(NRC, 2001)

How People Learn 
(NRC, 2000)



Formative Assessment:  
What is it?

• Formative assessment is a process used by teachers 
and students during instruction that provides 
feedback to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to 
improve students' achievement of intended 
instructional outcomes (CCSSO, 2007)

•  Formative assessment is a planned process in which 
assessment-elicited evidence of students’ status is 
used by teachers to adjust their ongoing 
instructional procedures or by students to adjust 
their current learning tactics (Popham, 2008, p. 6).



Why It Works

• Formative 
assessment is a 
research-based 
practice



Formative Assessment:  
Why should you care?

Finding 1
• 1998 research synthesis by Black and Wiliam 
reported FA as a powerful tool for improving all 
students’ learning

Finding 2
• FA use=largest gains reported for low achievers

Finding 3
• when students understand learning
goals and expectations, become active participants 
in their learning



Formative Assessment Cycle
(Heritage, 2010) 



Formative Assessment

Black & Wiliam (1998) refer to 
assessment in the context of formative 
assessment as all the activities 
undertaken by teachers and by the 
students through self-assessment that 
provide information to be used as 
feedback to modify the teaching and 
learning activities in which they are 
engaged. 

 Effective formative assessment involves
• teachers making adjustments to teaching and 

learning in response to assessment evidence

(Black & Wiliam, 1998)



Formative Assessment

 Effective formative assessment involves
• teachers making adjustments to teaching and 

learning in response to assessment evidence
• students receiving feedback about their learning 

with advice on what they can do to improve
• students' participation in the process through 

self- and peer-assessment

(Black & Wiliam, 1998)



Using Formative Assessment to 
Support CCSS Implementation

For effective learning, educators must . . .

“to develop methods to interpret and respond 
to the [assessment] results in a formative 
way.  One requirement for such an approach 
is a sound model of students’ progression in 
the learning of the subject matter, so that the 
criteria that guide the formative strategy can 
be matched to students’ trajectories of 
learning.” (Black & Wiliam, 1998, p. 37)



STANDARDS AND FA EXAMPLES 
FROM THE FIELD



Example 1:  Social Studies
Process 
• Examined national documents and state curricula
• Engaged in conversations with colleagues
• Reviewed and revisited standards/learning 

progression, several iterations produced
• Implemented with students
• Used data and feedback for on-going revisions and 

refinements to LP



Social Studies – Economics Essential Concept 
“Scarcity”

Economics
K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12

Understand the role of 
scarcity and economic 
trade-offs and how 
economic conditions impact 
people’s lives. 
The economic trade-offs 
that individuals and 
households weigh when 
making decisions involving 
the use of limited resources.
Types of resources and 
that they are limited. 

Understand the role of 
scarcity and economic 
trade-offs and how 
economic conditions impact 
people’s lives. 
Choices usually involve 
tradeoffs: people can give 
up buying or doing one thing 
in order to buy or do 
something else. 
The goods and services 
that the local school and 
community provide and the 
people who provide them.
Wide disparities exist 
between the “haves” and 
“have-nots” of the world in 
terms of economic well-
being. 

Understand the role of 
scarcity and economic 
trade-offs and how 
economic conditions impact 
people's lives. 
Good judgment in making 
personal choices related to 
spending and saving. 
Predicts short-term and 
long-term financial 
consequences based on 
current choices. 
Ways goods and services 
are produced and 
distributed. 
The differences between 
producers and consumers in 
a market economy.
The wide disparities that 
exist across the globe in 
terms of economic assets 
and choices. 

Understand the role of 
scarcity and economic 
trade-offs and how 
economic conditions impact 
people’s lives.
How economic incentives 
influence the economic 
choices made by individuals, 
households, businesses, 
governments, and societies 
to use scarce human capital 
and natural resources more 
efficiently to meet their 
economic goals.
The relationship between 
economic goals and the 
allocation of scarce 
resources.



Example 1:  Social Studies
Outcomes 
• Teachers deepened content knowledge
• Supported positive collaborations with colleagues
• Coherent system for conceptual learning
• Students understood “big ideas”



Example 2:  Mathematics
Process 
• Laid out concepts
• Used clusters & colors for organization
• Implemented units/lessons
• Reviewed, revised and revisited understandings





Example 2:  Mathematics
Outcomes
• Teachers report increase in content knowledge
• Collaborative conversations
• Identification of learning opportunities and 

connections



Example 3: Science 
Process 
• Examined old & new standards side by side
• Highlighted areas of change
• Examined new standards and current curriculum
• Identified areas of content and curriculum need
• Implemented units
• Reviewed, revised and reflected on student learning 

based on T understanding
• Phased approach to implementation



Example 3: Science 
Outcomes
• Ts reported better understanding of “what comes 

before, and what comes after” grade level
• Teachers more confident in content
• Curriculum supplemented, developed and revised 

where wholes and gaps existed



Example 4:  Language Arts
Process 
• Examine concepts
• Look for coherence
• Assess knowledge, capacity, curriculum alignment
• Review, revise and revisit



Common Core State Standards  
English Language Arts:  Reading Informational Texts

K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5
Key Ideas and Details
1.With prompting and 
support, ask and 
answer questions about 
key details in text.
2.With prompting and 
support, identify main 
topic and retell key 
details of the text.
3.With prompting and 
support, describe the 
connection between 
two individuals, events 
or ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text.  

Key Ideas and Details
1.Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details in a text.
2.Identify the main 
topic and retell key 
details of a text.
3.Describe the 
connection between 
two individuals, events, 
ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text.  

Key Ideas and Details
1.Ask and answer such 
questions as who, what 
when, why and how to 
demonstrate 
understanding of key 
details in a text.
2.Identify the main 
topic of a multi-
paragraph text as well 
as the focus within the 
text.
3.Describe the 
connection between a 
series of historical 
events, scientific ideas 
or concepts, or steps in 
a technical procedures 
text.  

Key Ideas and Details
1.  Ask and answer 
questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of a text 
referring explicitly to 
the text as the basis for 
the answers.
2.Determine the main 
idea of a text;  recount 
the key details and 
explain now they 
support the main idea.
3.Describe the 
relationship between a 
series of historical 
events, scientific ideas 
or concepts, or steps in 
a technical procedures 
in a text, using 
language that pertains 
to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect.  

Key Ideas and Details
1.Refer  to details and 
examples in a text when 
explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text.
2.Determine the main 
idea of a text and explain 
how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the 
text.
3.Explain events, 
procedures, ideas, and 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical 
text, including what 
happened and why, based 
on specific information in 
the text.  

Key Ideas and Details
1.Quote accurately from 
a text when explaining 
what the text says 
explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text.
2.Determine two or more 
main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are 
supported by key details; 
summarize the text.
3.Explain the 
relationships or 
interactions between  
two more individuals, 
events, ideas, or concepts 
in historical, scientific or 
technical text based on 
specific information in 
the text .   



Example 4:  Language Arts
For Discussion:
• Turn to a partner and briefly review the CCSS 

Language Arts example for informational text.  
Follow one concept across the K-5 spectrum.

– What do you notice?
– What implications does this have for practice?



Discussion

Based on the ideas about Formative 
Assessment and the CCSS,  what actions 
can you and others in your role or office 

take to support successful 
implementation of the CCSS?  



Questions & 
Comments?



eosmundson21@comcast.net
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