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Application of CCSS
for

English Language 
Learners

(National Governors Association Center for Best Practices & Council of Chief State School Officers, 2010)



General guidelines
 Hold all students to the same high 

expectations; however, ELs may require:
 additional time 
 appropriate instructional support 
 aligned assessments as they acquire 

English language proficiency and 
content are knowledge



 Effective instruction for ELLs require
 Diagnosing each student instructionally
 Adjusting instruction accordingly
Monitoring student progress closely

General guidelines



 “Teachers should recognize that it is possible 
to achieve the standards for reading and 
literature, writing & research, language 
development and speaking & listening 
without manifesting native-like control of 
conventions and vocabulary”

General guidelines



 English Language Arts Standards
 ELLs must have access to:

o Well prepared and qualified teachers and staff 
o Literacy-rich school environments 
o Instruction that develops foundational skills in English 
o Coursework that prepares ELLs for postsecondary 

education or the workplace
o Opportunities for classroom discourse and interaction 
o Ongoing assessment and feedback to guide learning
o Speakers of English who know the language well 

enough to provide ELLs with models and support

General guidelines



Mathematics Standards
 Mathematics instruction should draw on multiple 

resources and modes available in classrooms as 
well as home languages and mathematical 
experiences outside of school

 Instruction should ensure that students understand 
the text of word problems before they attempt to 
solve them;

 Instruction should include a focus on 
mathematical discourse and academic language

General guidelines



“Regular and active participation in the 
classroom—not only reading and listening but 
also discussing, explaining, writing, 
representing, and presenting—is critical to the 
success of ELLs in mathematics. Research has 
shown that ELLs can produce explanations, 
presentations, etc. and participate in classroom 
discussions as they are learning English.”

General guidelines



Best Practices



Linguistic Accommodations
 Involve changes to procedures, materials, or 

the environment in order to allow students 
meaningful participation during instruction 
and testing

 Effective accommodations for ELs address 
the unique linguistic and socio-cultural
needs of the student

(Shafer Willner, Rivera, & Acosta, 2008)

 Testing accommodations should always 
match accommodations provided during 
regular instruction

 Students should be familiar with the process 
or the accommodation may actually 
increase cognitive demands

David J. Francis, PhD
Director

Center on Instruction
English Language Learners



Which accommodations are appropriate?
 EL- responsive

 Assessment: reduce 
construct-irrelevant variance 
due to language

 Instruction: increase 
meaningful participation in 
daily activities

David J. Francis, PhD
Director

Center on Instruction
English Language Learners



EL-responsive accommodations
Direct (oral or written support)

 Bilingual or picture 
dictionaries and glossaries

 Translated test or materials
 Dual-language test or 

materials
 Allow oral or written 

responses in native 
language

Indirect
 Extended time



Decisions
 How can we best decide 

which accommodations 
to offer?
 Observe the student
 Identify area of difficulty
 Make data-driven 

decisions based on 
appropriate assessment

 Refer to state protocols

David J. Francis, PhD
Director

Center on Instruction
English Language Learners



Academic Language:
The key to academic success

 Academic language refers to the vocabulary 
and semantics involved in a particular content 
area literacy 
 fundamental to academic success in all domains
 a primary source of ELLs’ difficulties with academic 

content across grades and domains
 often still a challenge after students achieve proficiency 

on state language proficiency tests
 influences ELLs performance on all assessments



Components of academic language
 Vocabulary knowledge

 Breadth – knowing the meanings of many words, 
including multiple words for the same, or related, 
concepts

 Depth – knowing multiple meanings, both common and 
uncommon, for a given word

 Understanding of complex sentence structures and 
syntax

 Written vocabulary (distinct from oral vocabulary)
 Understanding the structure of argument, academic 

discourse, and expository texts



Teaching language with content
 Building background
 Comprehensible input
 Strategies for success
 Practice and application
 Frequent, formative assessment

(AFT Education Policy Forum, 2010)



Watch and Learn Series
http://www.colorincolorado.org/multimedia/learn

http://www.colorincolorado.org/multimedia/learn�


Current efforts
 CCSSO

 Working with a group of key stakeholders on issues pertinent to 
academic language expectations in relation to the common core 
standards 

 WIDA
 24 states in their consortium
 Augmenting their language proficiency standards so they map onto 

the common core standards

 California Collaborative 
 Developing formative assessments that map onto the standards



 “Alignment of ELP standards to content 
standards provide a description of the English 
language knowledge and skill level at which an 
English Language Learner can access 
instruction and thus have the opportunity to 
learn and master the content objectives, and 
attain expected academic achievement 
standards.”

(AFT Education Policy Forum, 2010)



CCSS and
English Language Proficiency Standards

CCSO
 K-12 college and career-

ready standards

 Purpose: grade-level 
content expectations

ELPS
 K-12 language 

development across levels 
of proficiency

 Purpose: language 
expectations for levels of 
language proficiency



Implications for Educators
 Increase knowledge

 Linguistic accommodations and supports during instruction and 
assessment

 CCSS and ELPS 
 How standards “fit together” 

 Appropriate monitoring and diagnostic measures of content 
knowledge and language proficiency
 across different levels of proficiency and grade levels 
 ELP assessment

 Research validated instructional strategies

 Increase collaboration between teachers and departments



Helping ELs meet CCSS
 At each level of proficiency (e.g., beginning, 

intermediate, and advanced) it will be 
important to:
 Define ELL’s challenges and strengths 
 Describe methods and materials that will help 

ELLs meet the standard
 Develop methods to reliably and validly assess 

ELLs knowledge and skills
(AFT Education Policy Forum, 2010)



Conclusions
 Students must have access to linguistic 

accommodations during instruction and assessment
 Academic language is as central to mathematics as it 

is to reading and other academic areas
 Teachers must use research-validated practices 

across all content areas
 State education agencies should provide support for 

CCSS and ELPS 



Resources
 Council of Chief State School Officers 

 Resources
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/English_Language_Learners_(EL
L).html

 Application of CCSS for English Language Learners
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/application-for-english-learners.pdf

 Center for Equity and Excellence in Education
 Shafer Willner, L., Rivera, C., & Acosta, B. (2008). Descriptive Study of 

State Assessment Policies for Accommodating English Language Learners. 
Prepared for the LEP Partnership, U.S. Department of Education. Arlington, 
VA: The George Washington University Center for Equity and Excellence in 
Education. Available: http://ceee.gwu.edu/ellaccommodations

http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/English_Language_Learners_(ELL).html�
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/English_Language_Learners_(ELL).html�
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/application-for-english-learners.pdf�
http://ceee.gwu.edu/ellaccommodations�


For more information contact:

Mabel O. Rivera
Mabel.Rivera@times.uh.edu

or
www.centeroninstruction.org
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