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Alignment of English Language Arts Standards 

Common Core State Standards and Oregon Content Standards  

 

Introduction 

 
These pages show how the content and skills associated with the Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) align to the Oregon English Language Arts Content Standards adopted in 

2003-2004. Full implementation of the Common Core State Standards, which were adopted 

for use in Oregon schools by the State Board of Education in October of 2010, will occur 

beginning in the 2014-2015 school year. At that point, Oregon will transition from the 

current OAKS assessments in Reading and Writing and Mathematics to Common State 

Assessments in ELA and Mathematics developed by the Smarter Balanced Assessment 

Consortium.  

 

Purpose 

 
The purpose of this document is to provide educators with a view of the alignment between 

the standards currently required as part of each Oregon district’s curriculum and instruction 

in the subject area of ELA, and those contained in the Common Core State Standards, which 

will become the new standards beginning in 2014-2015. An examination of the content of 

these pages will produce at least some clarification on the following issues: 

 What knowledge and skills are new and have not previously been a part of Oregon’s 

ELA expectations? 

 What skills will now need to be part of the curriculum at an earlier (or later) grade 

level than where they are currently taught and assessed? 

 In what instances are similar skills being addressed, but with a somewhat different 

emphasis or with different expectations regarding the degree of sophistication? 

 What skills, formerly taught and measured at the local classroom level, could 

potentially become part of the state assessment? 

 

It should be noted that this document is primarily focused through the lens of assessment; it 

is not intended to provide guidance on designing a classroom curriculum that addresses the 

full range of the Common Core State Standards. 
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Content Organization 

 
All CCSS for grades 3-8 and the grade 11-12 high school standards are included in tables on 

the following pages. At each grade level, the main headings used in CCSS documents are 

also used here: 

 Reading Literature 

 Reading Informational Text 

 Writing 

 Language 

 Speaking and Listening 

 

The headings, subheadings, and numbering/lettering used here mimics those used when 

the CCSS were first adopted. The labeling used for Oregon’s 2003-2004 ELA standards 

reflects that used for the ELA standards posted on the Oregon Department of Education’s 

Website. 

 

The rows in the table show whether there is a corresponding Oregon standard for each of 

the CCSS standards as well as providing notes about the degree of alignment.   

 

Each row is color-coded to show the degree of alignment. 

 

Row Color Legend: 

Color Level of Alignment 

 These are “new skills” in the CCSS that do 

not align with current Oregon ELA standards 

at a particular grade level. In some 

instances, the alignment occurs at a 

different grade level; in others, the skill is not 

presently addressed by any Oregon standard 

at any grade level. 

 There is partial alignment to one or more 

Oregon standards, but with a different 

emphasis or only part of the full CCSS is 

addressed by Oregon’s existing standards. 
 There is a strong alignment between the 

CCSS and one or more current Oregon 

standards. 
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Reading Literature: Grade 4 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-1  

Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

EL.04.LI.04 

Identify the main problem or 

conflict of the plot, and explain 

how it is resolved. 

CCSS consistently identify 

the need to refer to 

details/examples to 

demonstrate literal and 

inferential comprehension of 

a text. 

EL.04.LI.08 

Draw inferences or conclusions 

about a text based on explicitly 

stated information. 

RL-2  

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem 

from details in the text; summarize the text. 

EL.04.LI.07 

Identify the main idea of a passage 

when it is not explicitly stated. 

 

EL.04.LI.03 

Identify and/or summarize 

sequence of events, main ideas, 

and supporting details in literary 

selections. 

Alignment here is strong 

based on "main idea" and 

"theme" being used similarly. 

 

Both CCSS RL-2 and the 

Oregon standard identify the 

need to summarize the text. 

RL-3  

Describe in depth a character, setting, or event 

in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, 

or actions). 

EL.04.LI.06 

Use knowledge of the situation 

and setting and of a character’s 

traits and motivations to 

determine the causes for that 

character’s actions. 

CCSS RL-3 is much broader 

than this current Oregon 

standard, which focuses 

more on character than 

other literary elements. 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including those that 

allude to significant characters found in 

mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

EL.04.RE.11 

Determine meanings of words 

using contextual and structural 

clues. 

While Oregon standards 

include references to 

knowledge of Greek and 

Latin roots, they do not 

specifically reference words 

with mythological 

derivations. 

RL-5 

Explain major differences between poems, 

drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 

elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) 

and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, 

descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when 

writing or speaking about a text. 

No corresponding Oregon standard 

at grade 4. 

The closest match to this in 

the current Oregon 

standards is the initial 

portion of the following 

Instructional Standard at 

grade 6:  

EL.06.LI.13 

Identify and analyze the 

characteristics of poetry, 

drama, fiction, and non-

fiction, and explain the 

appropriateness of the 

literary forms chosen by an 

author for a specific purpose. 
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CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-6 

Compare and contrast the point of view from 

which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first- and 

third-person narrations. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 4. 

Comparing and contrasting 

the use of point of view is 

addressed in a more 

sophisticated way in the 

grade 8 Oregon standards: 

EL.08.LI.11 

Analyze and contrast the 

use of point of view, such 

as first-person, third-

person, limited and 

omniscient, and subjective 

and objective, in literary 

text, and explain how it 

affects the text. 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-7 

Make connections between the text of a 

story or drama and a visual or oral 

presentation of the text, identifying where 

each version reflects specific descriptions 

and directions in the text. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Oregon does not include 

standards relating to a 

comparison of visual or 

other presentations of the 

same text. 

RL-9 

Compare and contrast the treatment of 

similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition 

of good and evil) and patterns of events 

(e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and 

traditional literature from different cultures. 

EL.04.LI.10 

Compare and contrast tales from 

different cultures, and tell why 

there are similar tales in diverse 

cultures. (Instructional standard; 

not assessed on OAKS) 

CCSS RL-9 specifies a 

comparison/contrast of 

themes/topics and 

patterns of events; current 

Oregon standards do not 

specify what is to be 

compared/contrasted. 

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT 

COMPLEXITY 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-10 

By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text 

complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 

range. 

EL.04.LI.01 

Skill to Support Standards: Listen 

to text and read text to make 

connections and respond to a 

wide variety of significant works 

of literature, including poetry, 

fiction, non-fiction and drama, 

from a variety of cultures and 

time periods that enhance the 

study of other subjects. 

CCSS RL-10 emphasizes 

reading complex text 

independently and 

proficiently. 
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Reading Informational Text: Grade 4 

 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-1  

Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

EL.04.RE.23 

Draw inferences or conclusions 

about an author’s meaning 

supported by facts and events 

from the text. 

CCSS RI-1 places the 

reference to text details 

first in its standard, but the 

skills being described are 

comparable. The Oregon 

standard also is a partial 

match to RI-3 on this page. 

RI-2 

Determine the main idea of a text and 

explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

EL.04.RE.20 

Identify and/or summarize 

sequence of events, main ideas, 

facts, supporting details, and 

opinions in informational and 

practical selections. 
 

EL.04.RE.24 

Identify the main idea of a 

passage when it is not explicitly 

stated. 
 

EL.04.RE.24 

Identify the main idea of a 

passage when it is not explicitly 

stated. 

Summaries of text are 

included in both CCSS RI-2 

and in multiple places in 

current Oregon standards. 

RI-3 

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or 

concepts in a historical, scientific, or 

technical text, including what happened and 

why, based on specific information in the 

text. 

EL.04.RE.04 

Skills to Support Standards: 

Make connections to text, within 

text, and among texts across the 

subject areas. 

The use of constructed 

response items on the 

Common Core State 

Assessment allows for a 

broader range of response 

types, so student will be 

able to "explain" what they 

have read, which previously 

was more of a classroom 

assessment skill. 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-4 

Determine the meaning of general academic 

and domain-specific words or phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject 

area. 

EL.04.RE.11 

Determine meanings of words 

using contextual and structural 

clues. 

Additional standards on 

vocabulary acquisition are 

mapped under the 

Language portion of this 

document. 
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CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-5 

Describe the overall structure (e.g., 

chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, 

or information in a text or part of a text. 

EL.04.RE.28 

Identify and analyze text that uses 

sequential or chronological order.  

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Analysis of other 

organizational structures of 

informational text occurs in 

Oregon standards at grade 5 

(prioritization) and grade 6 

(compare and contrast and 

cause and effect). 

RI-6 

Compare and contrast a firsthand and 

secondhand account of the same event or 

topic; describe the differences in focus and 

the information provided. 

EL.04.RE.27 

Distinguish text that is biographical 

and autobiographical. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

The CCSS would require 

students to go well beyond 

what the current Oregon 

standard does, which is 

basically just to recognize 

the difference between a 

firsthand (autobiography) 

and secondhand (biography) 

account of events in a 

person's life. 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-7 

Interpret information presented visually, orally, 

or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 

elements on Web pages) and explain how the 

information contributes to an understanding of 

the text in which it appears. 

EL.04.RE.17 

Locate information in titles, tables 

of contents, chapter headings, 

illustrations, captions, glossaries, 

indexes, graphs, charts, diagrams, 

and tables to aid understanding of 

grade-level text. 
 

EL.04.RE.19 

Use structural features found in 

informational text (e.g., headings 

and subheadings) to strengthen 

comprehension. 

Alignment of these 

standards is strong with the 

possible exception of the 

inclusion of interactive 

elements on Web pages 

alluded to in the CCSS 

statements. 

RI-8 

Explain how an author uses reasons and 

evidence to support particular points in a text. 

EL.04.RE.25 

Determine the author’s purpose, 

and relate it to details in the text. 

Similar analytical skills would 

be involved in addressing 

both CCSS RI-8 and Oregon's 

current standard. 

RI-9 

Integrate information from two texts on the 

same topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. 

EL.04.RE.21 

Identify key facts and information 

after reading two passages or 

articles on the same topic. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Although the Oregon 

standard does not stipulate 

the specific purpose, these 

two standards carry with 

them similar skills. 

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT 

COMPLEXITY 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-10 

By the end of year, read and comprehend 

informational texts, including history/social 

studies, science, and technical texts, in the 

grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 

the range. 

Common Curriculum Goal: Listen 

to, read, and understand a wide 

variety of informational and 

narrative text across the subject 

areas at school and on own, 

applying comprehension strategies 

as needed. 

CCSS RI-10 emphasizes 

reading complex text 

independently and 

proficiently. 
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Writing: Grade 4 

 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 

supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 

opinion, and create an organizational 

structure in which related ideas are grouped 

to support the writer’s purpose. 

 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by 

facts and details. 

 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and 

phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 

addition). 

 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section 

related to the opinion presented. 

EL.04.WR.26 

Begin writing persuasive 

compositions to convince the 

reader to take a certain action or 

to avoid a certain action. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Current Oregon standards 

do not specify that students 

write full 

persuasive/opinion pieces 

until grade 5. 

W-2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group 

related information in paragraphs and 

sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), 

illustrations, and multimedia when useful to 

aiding comprehension. 

 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples related to the 

topic. 

 

c. Link ideas within categories of 

information using words and phrases (e.g., 

another, for example, also, because). 

 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

related to the information or explanation 

presented. 

EL.04.WR.11  

Write multi-paragraph 

compositions that:  

• Provide an inviting introductory 

paragraph. 

• Establish and support a central 

idea with a topic sentence at or 

near the beginning of the first 

paragraph. 

• Include supporting paragraphs 

with simple facts, details, and 

explanations. 

• Present important ideas or 

events in sequence or 

chronological order. 

• Provide details and transitions 

to link paragraphs. 

• Conclude with a paragraph 

that summarizes the points.  
 

 

 

EL.04.WR.12 

Use words that describe, explain, 

or provide additional details and 

connections. 

Oregon organizes writing 

skills in its standards 

somewhat differently than 

the CCSS. Oregon lists 

critical skills common to all 

the modes of writing (the 

Assessment Standards for 

writing) and then provides 

additional skills related to 

specific modes 

(Instructional Standards); 

the CCSS lists specific skills 

for each of the modes, 

adapting the language to 

apply to each mode as it is 

being described. Despite 

this difference, there is a 

strong correlation between 

the two sets of standards. 
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TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear 

event sequences.  

 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a 

situation and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that 

unfolds naturally. 

 

b. Use dialogue and description to develop 

experiences and events or show the 

responses of characters to situations. 

 

c. Use a variety of transitional words and 

phrases to manage the sequence of events. 

 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and 

sensory details to convey experiences and 

events precisely. 

 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 

narrated experiences or events. 

EL.04.WR.23 

Write personal narratives: 

• Include ideas, observations, or 

memories of an event or 

experience.  

• Provide a context to allow the 

reader to imagine the world of 

the event or experience.  

• Use concrete sensory details. 

• Provide insight into why the 

selected event or experience is 

memorable. 

 

 

 

 
 

EL.04.WR.11 and EL.04.WR.12 

The skills described for 

informative/explanatory essays 

above also apply here. 

The current Oregon 

instructional standards 

address personal 

narratives and not 

imaginative narratives; they 

also do not specify the use 

of dialogue. 

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 

WRITING 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which 

the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

EL.04.WR.10 

Select a focus and a point of 

view based upon purpose and 

audience. 

Although the Oregon 

standard does not stipulate 

"task," these standards are 

in very close alignment. 
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PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 

WRITING 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-5 

With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

(Editing for conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1–3 up to 

and including grade 4.) 

Skills to Support Standards 

EL.04.WR.01 

Use a variety of strategies to 

prepare for writing, such as 

brainstorming, making lists, 

mapping, outlining, grouping 

related ideas, using graphic 

organizers, and taking notes. 
 

EL.04.WR.02 

Discuss ideas for writing with 

classmates, teachers, and other 

writers, and develop drafts alone 

and collaboratively. 
 

EL.04.WR.05 

Use the writing process--

prewriting, drafting, revising, 

editing, and publishing 

successive versions. 
 

EL.04.WR.06 

Focus on a central idea, 

excluding loosely related, 

extraneous, and repetitious 

information. 
 

EL.04.WR.07 

Use a scoring guide to review, 

evaluate, and revise writing for 

meaning and clarity. 

•Revise drafts by combining and 

moving sentences and 

paragraphs to improve the focus 

and progression of ideas.  

•Edit and proofread one's own 

writing, as well as that of others, 

using the writing conventions, 

and, for example, an editing 

checklist or list of rules with 

specific examples of corrections 

of specific errors. 

Both CCSS W-5 and current 

Oregon standards place 

emphasis on the full writing 

process, including 

elements of collaboration, 

peer review, and 

editing/revising. 

W-6 

With some guidance and support from 

adults, use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as 

well as to interact and collaborate with 

others; demonstrate sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one 

page in a single sitting. 

EL.04.WR.28 

Use multiple reference materials 

(e.g., dictionary, encyclopedia, 

online information) as aids to 

writing. (Instructional standard; 

not assessed on OAKS) 
 

EL.04.WR.32 

Use a computer to draft, revise, 

and publish writing, 

demonstrating basic keyboarding 

skills. (Instructional standard; 

not assessed on OAKS)   

Current Oregon standards 

specify students should use 

online resources as well as 

demonstrate some 

keyboarding skills; CCSS  

W-6 is more expansive, 

specifying the development 

of collaborative skills and a 

minimum output to 

demonstrate keyboarding 

proficiency. 
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RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT 

KNOWLEDGE 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-7 

Conduct short research projects that build 

knowledge about a topic. 

EL.04.WR.27 

Investigate topics of interest and 

importance across the subject 

areas, selecting appropriate 

media sources, using effective 

research processes, and 

demonstrating ethical use of 

resources and materials. 

Research report writing is 

part of both the CCSS and 

current Oregon standards, 

where research writing is 

part of the instructional 

standards (additional detail 

below). 

W-8 

Recall relevant information from 

experiences or gather relevant information 

from print and digital sources; take notes 

and categorize information, and provide a 

list of sources. 

EL.04.WR.28 

Use multiple reference materials 

(e.g., dictionary, encyclopedia, 

online information) as aids to 

writing. (Instructional standard; 

not assessed on OAKS) 
 

EL.04.WR.29 

Use note-taking skills. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 
 

EL.04.WR.30 

Locate information in reference 

texts by using organizational 

features (e.g., prefaces, 

appendixes).  (Instructional 

standard; not assessed on 

OAKS) 
 

EL.04.WR.31 

Understand the organization of 

almanacs, newspapers, and 

periodicals and how to use those 

print materials. (Instructional 

standard; not assessed on 

OAKS) 
 

EL.04.WR.32 

Use a computer to draft, revise, 

and publish writing, 

demonstrating basic keyboarding 

skills. (Instructional standard; 

not assessed on OAKS) 

The CCSS aligns well with 

current Oregon standards 

with the exception of the 

CCSS inclusion of providing 

a list of sources, which in 

current Oregon standards 

is a grade 5 expectation: 

EL.05.WR.34  

Quote or paraphrase 

information sources, citing 

them appropriately (e.g., 

Works Cited entries—MLA). 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 
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RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT 

KNOWLEDGE 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-9  

Draw evidence from literary or informational 

texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 

a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to 

literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in a story or 

drama, drawing on specific details in the 

text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 

actions].”). 

 

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to 

informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an 

author uses reasons and evidence to 

support particular points in a text”). 

EL.04.WR.24 

Write responses to literature: 

• Demonstrate an 

understanding of the literary 

work. 

• Support interpretations 

through references to both the 

text and prior knowledge. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 
 

EL.04.WR.25 

Write informational reports: 

• Ask and then address a central 

question about an issue or event. 

• Include facts and details for 

focus. 

• Develop the topic with simple 

facts, details, examples, and 

explanations. 

• Use more than one source of 

information, including speakers, 

books, newspapers, other media 

sources, and online information. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Both the current Oregon 

standards and CCSS W-9 

ask that students at grade 

4 respond to what they 

have read, whether literary 

or informational, in writing. 

The primary difference is 

the type of task a student 

might be doing when 

creating this response. 

RANGE OF WRITING 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-10 

Write routinely over extended time frames 

(time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

No corresponding state 

standard. 

Oregon standards do not 

include grade-level 

language relating to a 

"Range of Writing." 

However, the Common 

Curriculum Goal, which 

extends across all grade 

levels, states: "Write 

narrative, expository, and 

persuasive texts, using a 

variety of written forms--

including journals, essays, 

short stories, poems, 

research reports, research 

papers, business and 

technical writing--to express 

ideas appropriate to 

audience and purpose 

across the subject areas." 
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Language: Grade 4 

 

CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

L-1  

Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

Degree of alignment is 

determined for this standard 

based on points a through g 

below. 

See a-g below. 

a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, 

whom, which, that) and relative adverbs 

(where, when, why). 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Relative pronouns and 

adverbs are not specifically 

addressed in current 

Oregon standards. 

b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was 

walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb 

tenses. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Verb tenses are dealt with 

at several grades in Oregon 

standards, including 

"perfect" tenses at grade 6, 

but there is no specific 

reference to progressive 

verb tenses. 

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, 

must) to convey various conditions. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Modal auxiliaries are not 

specifically referenced in 

current Oregon standards. 

d. Order adjectives within sentences 

according to conventional patterns (e.g., a 

small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Adjective order is not 

specifically referenced in 

current Oregon standards. 

e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 

EL.04.WR.16 

Correctly use...prepositions (over, 

under, through, between)… 

There is a direct correlation 

between these two 

standards. 

f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing 

and correcting inappropriate fragments and 

run-ons. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 4. 

Writing complete sentences 

is a current Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

Correcting inappropriate 

fragments and run-ons 

would be part of the current 

revision process outlined in 

the CCGs. 

g. Correctly use frequently confused words 

(e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

EL.04.WR.15 

Spell correctly...homophones 

(to/too/two, hear/here, 

plain/plane, aisle/isle/I'll, 

caught/cot)… 

The examples differ 

somewhat, but these are 

comparable standards. 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

L-2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

Degree of alignment is determined 

for this standard based on a-b-c 

points below. 

See a-b-c below. 

a. Use correct capitalization. 

EL.04.WR.20 

Capitalize names of books, 

magazines, newspapers, works of 

art, musical compositions, 

organizations, and the first word in 

quotations, when appropriate. 

Using correct capitalization 

in all contexts is an 

expectation for grade 5 in 

the current Oregon 

standards. (EL.05.WR.21) 

 

b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark 

direct speech and quotations from a text. 

EL.04.WR.17 

Correctly use...quotation marks 

around the exact words of a 

speaker… 

This more of a grade 5 

expectation (EL.05.WR.19). 

The current grade 4 Oregon 

standards do not include an 

expectation for punctuating 

quotations taken from a text 

or correctly placing commas 

in dialogue. 

c. Use a comma before a coordinating 

conjunction in a compound sentence. 

No corresponding Oregon standard 

at grade 4. 

This is a grade 6 expectation 

in current Oregon standards 

(EL.06.WR.20). 

 

d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, 

consulting references as needed. 

No corresponding Oregon standard 

at grade 4. 

While there is no Oregon 

standard at grade 4 explicitly 

stating this expectation, 

accurately spelling grade-

level (common) words is part 

of the official scoring guide 

and is implicit in the CCGs 

for writing. 

KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

L-3  

Use knowledge of language and its 

conventions when writing, speaking, reading, 

or listening. 

Degree of alignment is determined 

for this standard based on a-b-c 

points below. 

See a-b-c below. 

a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas 

precisely. 

Writing Standard:  

EL.04.WR.12  

Use words that describe, explain, 

or provide additional details and 

connections.  
 

Speaking Standard:  

EL.04.SL.04  

Use a variety of descriptive words 

that help to convey a clear 

message. 

Current Oregon standards 

address this skill separately 

in standards relating to 

writing and speaking; CCSS 

address it under the heading 

of Language. 

b. Choose punctuation for effect. 
No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

The use of punctuation to 

achieve a particular effect is 

not addressed in Oregon's 

standards at any grade. 
 

c. Differentiate between contexts that call for 

formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 

situations where informal discourse is 

appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion). 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Differentiating between 

contexts where formal 

English would be used 

versus informal English is 

not part of the current 

Oregon standards. 
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VOCABULARY ACQUISTION AND USE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

L-4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 4 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

EL.04.RE.12 

Distinguish and interpret words 

with multiple meanings (e.g., 

quarter) by using context clues. 

The general CCSS L-4 

statement includes a 

mention of multiple-

meaning words, which is 

also specifically mentioned 

in current Oregon 

standards. Further 

alignment to other Oregon 

standards is described in 

points a-b-c below. 

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, 

or restatements in text) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

EL.04.RE.11  

Determine meanings of words 

using contextual and structural 

clues. 

Using context to determine 

the meanings of words is a 

shared goal of current 

Oregon standards and the 

CCSS. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek 

and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, 

photograph, autograph). 

EL.04.RE.15  

Use common roots 

(meter=measure) and word parts 

(therm=heat) derived from Greek 

and Latin, and use this 

knowledge to analyze the 

meaning of complex words 

(thermometer).  (Instructional 

standard; not assessed on 

OAKS) 
 

EL.04.RE.14 

Use knowledge of root words to 

determine the meaning of 

unknown words within a passage 

(nation, national, nationality. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Use of Greek and Latin 

roots to determine meaning 

of words is an instructional 

standard in the current 

Oregon standards, but 

could become part of 

assessment with the CCSS. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to find the pronunciation 

and determine or clarify the precise 

meaning of key words and phrases. 

EL.04.RE.17  

Locate information in titles, 

tables of contents, chapter 

headings, illustrations, captions, 

glossaries, indexes, graphs, 

charts, diagrams, and tables to 

aid understanding of grade-level 

text. 
 

EL.04.RE.18 

Find information in specialized 

materials (e.g., atlas, magazine, 

catalog). 
 

EL.04.WR.28 

Use multiple reference materials 

(e.g., dictionary, encyclopedia, 

online information) as aides to 

writing.  (Instructional standard; 

not assessed on OAKS) 

The use of dictionaries and 

glossaries is a skill 

introduced at grade 3 in 

the current Oregon 

standards; glossaries are 

also explicitly mentioned in 

the "read to perform a task" 

part of the current Oregon 

standards and a thesaurus 

was sometimes used in 

assessment as a type of 

"specialized" material. 
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VOCABULARY ACQUISTION AND USE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

L-5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

Degree of alignment is 

determined for this standard 

based on a-b-c points below. 

See a-b-c below. 

a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and 

metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in 

context. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 4. 

Corresponding Oregon 

standard is at grade 5:  

EL.05.RE.13  

Determine the meaning of 

figurative expressions, such 

as those in similes and 

metaphors.  

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of 

common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
EL.04.RE.13 

Apply knowledge of synonyms, 

antonyms, homographs, and 

idioms to determine the meaning  

of words and phrases.   

Adages and proverbs are 

not mentioned in current 

Oregon standards. 

Homographs are not 

specified in this CCSS. 

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by 

relating them to their opposites (antonyms) 

and to words with similar but not identical 

meanings (synonyms). 

L-6 

Acquire and use accurately grade-

appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those 

that signal precise actions, emotions, or 

states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, 

stammered) and that are basic to a 

particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, 

and endangered when discussing animal 

preservation). 

Skills to Support Standards: 

EL.04.RE.09  

Understand, learn, and use new 

vocabulary that is introduced and 

taught directly through 

informational text, literary text, 

and instruction across the 

subject areas. 
 

EL.04.RE.10 

Develop vocabulary by listening 

to and discussing both familiar 

and conceptually challenging 

selections read aloud across the 

subject areas. 

A similar emphasis exists 

between the two sets of 

standards on explicit 

instruction in vocabulary. 
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Speaking and Listening: Grade 4 

COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

SL-1  

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 

4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having 

read or studied required material; explicitly 

draw on that preparation and other 

information known about the topic to 

explore ideas under discussion. 

 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 

and carry out assigned roles. 

 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions to 

clarify or follow up on information, and make 

comments that contribute to the discussion 

and link to the remarks of others. 

 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 

explain their own ideas and understanding 

in light of the discussion. 

No corresponding state 

standard. 

Oregon standards do not 

include any relating to 

classroom discussions. 

SL-2  

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or 

information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, 

and orally. EL.04.SL.08 

Summarize major ideas and 

supporting evidence presented in 

spoken messages and formal 

presentations. 

Analysis of media 

presentations begins in 

current Oregon standards 

at grade 5. 

SL-3  

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker 

provides to support particular points. 
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PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE 

AND IDEAS 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

SL-4  

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or 

recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and 

relevant, descriptive details to support main 

ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace. 

EL.04.SL.03 

Use details, examples, 

anecdotes (stories of a specific 

event), or experiences to clarify 

information. 
 

EL.04.SL.01 

Present effective introductions 

and conclusions that guide and 

inform the listener's 

understanding of important ideas 

and evidence. 
 

EL.04.SL.02 

Emphasize points in ways that 

help the listener or viewer to 

follow important ideas and 

concepts. 
 

EL.04.SL.04 

Use a variety of descriptive words 

that help convey a clear 

message. 
 

EL.04.SL.06 

Use volume, pitch, phrasing, 

pace, modulation, gestures, and 

eye contact appropriately, to 

enhance meaning and engage 

the audience. 

Several Oregon standards 

in combination address 

similar skills as stated in 

CCSS.SL.-4. 

SL-5 

Add audio recordings and visual displays to 

presentations when appropriate to enhance 

the development of main ideas or themes. 

No corresponding state standard 

at grade 4. 

Use of multimedia is 

referenced in Oregon's 

grade 3 standards: 

EL.03.SL.03   

With assistance, clarify and 

enhance oral presentations 

through the use of 

appropriate props (e.g., 

objects, pictures, charts). 

 

The creation of audio 

recordings is never 

specifically referenced in 

Oregon standards. 

SL-6 

Differentiate between contexts that call for 

formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 

situations where informal discourse is 

appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); 

use formal English when appropriate to task 

and situation. (See grade 4 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Differentiating between 

contexts where formal 

English would be used 

versus informal English is 

not part of the current 

Oregon standards. 
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