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Alignment of English Language Arts Standards 

Common Core State Standards and Oregon Content Standards  

 

Introduction 

 
These pages show how the content and skills associated with the Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) align to the Oregon English Language Arts Content Standards adopted in 

2003-2004. Full implementation of the Common Core State Standards, which were adopted 

for use in Oregon schools by the State Board of Education in October of 2010, will occur 

beginning in the 2014-2015 school year. At that point, Oregon will transition from the 

current OAKS assessments in Reading and Writing and Mathematics to Common State 

Assessments in ELA and Mathematics developed by the Smarter Balanced Assessment 

Consortium.  

 

Purpose 

 
The purpose of this document is to provide educators with a view of the alignment between 

the standards currently required as part of each Oregon district’s curriculum and instruction 

in the subject area of ELA, and those contained in the Common Core State Standards, which 

will become the new standards beginning in 2014-2015. An examination of the content of 

these pages will produce at least some clarification on the following issues: 

 What knowledge and skills are new and have not previously been a part of Oregon’s 

ELA expectations? 

 What skills will now need to be part of the curriculum at an earlier (or later) grade 

level than where they are currently taught and assessed? 

 In what instances are similar skills being addressed, but with a somewhat different 

emphasis or with different expectations regarding the degree of sophistication? 

 What skills, formerly taught and measured at the local classroom level, could 

potentially become part of the state assessment? 

 

It should be noted that this document is primarily focused through the lens of assessment; it 

is not intended to provide guidance on designing a classroom curriculum that addresses the 

full range of the Common Core State Standards. 
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Content Organization 

 
All CCSS for grades 3-8 and the grade 11-12 high school standards are included in tables on 

the following pages. At each grade level, the main headings used in CCSS documents are 

also used here: 

 Reading Literature 

 Reading Informational Text 

 Writing 

 Language 

 Speaking and Listening 

 

The headings, subheadings, and numbering/lettering used here mimics those used when 

the CCSS were first adopted. The labeling used for Oregon’s 2003-2004 ELA standards 

reflects that used for the ELA standards posted on the Oregon Department of Education’s 

Website. 

 

The rows in the table show whether there is a corresponding Oregon standard for each of 

the CCSS standards as well as providing notes about the degree of alignment.   

 

Each row is color-coded to show the degree of alignment. 

 

Row Color Legend: 

Color Level of Alignment 

 These are “new skills” in the CCSS that do 

not align with current Oregon ELA standards 

at a particular grade level. In some 

instances, the alignment occurs at a 

different grade level; in others, the skill is not 

presently addressed by any Oregon standard 

at any grade level. 

 There is partial alignment to one or more 

Oregon standards, but with a different 

emphasis or only part of the full CCSS is 

addressed by Oregon’s existing standards. 
 There is a strong alignment between the 

CCSS and one or more current Oregon 

standards. 
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Reading Literature: Grade 3 

COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-1  

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers. 

EL.03.LI.04 

Distinguish the order of events or 

a specific event from a sequence 

of events. 

EL.03.LI.05 

Determine significant events 

from the story. 

Emphasis on citing explicit 

evidence from the text to 

support answers is present 

throughout the CCSS. 

RL-2  

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, 

and myths from diverse cultures; determine 

the central message, lesson, or moral and 

explain how it is conveyed through key 

details in the text. 

EL.03.LI.09 

Determine and discuss the 

underlying theme or author’s 

message in literary text. 

Oregon standard 

EL.03.RE.07 focuses on a 

wide variety of significant 

works of children's 

literature--including poetry, 

fiction, non-fiction, and 

drama--from a variety of 

cultures and time periods. 

The CCSS specifically 

identifies fables, folktales, 

and myths. Oregon's 

instructional standard is 

broader in scope. 

RL-3  

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their 

traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain 

how their actions contribute to the 

sequence of events. 

EL.03.LI.07 

Determine what characters are 

like by what they say or do and 

by how the author or illustrator 

portrays them. 

This first Oregon standard 

strongly aligns to CCSS RL-

3. 

EL.03.LI.10 

Recognize cause-and-effect 

relationships in literary text. 

New standards focus on 

cause and effect related to 

character's actions; current 

Oregon standard deals with 

cause and effect in a 

broader context. 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-4  

Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal from nonliteral 

language. 

EL.03.RE.15 

Use sentence and word context 

to find the meaning of unknown 

words. 

Under current Oregon 

standards, grade 3 

students are not tested on 

figurative language; idioms 

are currently assessed by 

Oregon standards at grade 

4 (EL.04.RE.13), figurative 

language at grade 5 

(EL.05.RE.13). 
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CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-5 

Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and 

poems when writing or speaking about a 

text, using terms such as chapter, scene, 

and stanza; describe how each successive 

part builds on earlier sections. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

Knowledge of the technical 

language associated with 

literary genres is not 

addressed in Oregon 

standards at grade 3; the 

concept of how each part 

builds on earlier sections is 

also not covered in grade 3 

Oregon standards. 

RL-6 

Distinguish their own point of view from that 

of the narrator or those of the characters. 

EL.03.LI.03 

Identify the speaker or narrator 

in a selection. 

Both CCSS RL-6 and this 

Oregon standard are 

addressing point of view, 

but in slightly different 

ways. 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-7 

Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 

illustrations contribute to what is conveyed 

by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 

emphasize aspects of a character or 

setting). 

EL.03.LI.07 

Determine what characters are 

like by what they say or do and 

by how the author or illustrator 

portrays them.  

In terms of illustrations, 

Oregon standards only deal 

with what they reveal about 

characters; new CCSS 

standards may require a 

broader evaluation of 

aspects of illustrations. 

CCSS RL-7 addresses the 

relationship between the 

text and the illustrations. 

RL-9 

Compare and contrast the themes, settings, 

and plots of stories written by the same 

author about the same or similar characters 

(e.g., in books from a series). 

EL.03.LI.11 

Compare and contrast versions 

of the same stories from 

different cultures. (Instructional 

standard; not assessed on 

OAKS) 

CCSS RL-9 specifies "by the 

same author" while Oregon 

standard specifies "from 

different cultures." The skill 

being assessed is 

comparable. 

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT 

COMPLEXITY 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RL-10 

By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the 

grades 2–3 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

EL.03.LI.01 

Skill to Support Standards: Listen 

to text and read text to make 

connections and respond to a 

wide variety of significant works 

of children's literature--including 

poetry, fiction, non-fiction and 

drama--from a variety of cultures 

and time periods.  

CCSS RL-10 emphasizes 

reading complex text 

independently and 

proficiently. 
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Reading Informational Text: Grade 3 

 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-1  

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers. 

EL.03.RE.25   

Demonstrate comprehension by 

identifying answers to questions 

about the text. 
 

EL.03.RE.31 

Ask how, why, and what-if 

questions in interpreting 

informational texts. (Instructional 

standard; not assessed on 

OAKS) 
 

EL.03.RE.32 

Ask questions and support 

answers by connecting prior 

knowledge with literal 

information found in, and 

inferred from, the text. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Emphasis on citing explicit 

evidence from text to 

support answers is present 

throughout the CCSS. 

RI-2 

Determine the main idea of a text; recount 

the key details and explain how they support 

the main idea. 

EL.03.RE.26 

Distinguish the main idea and 

supporting details in 

informational text. 
 

EL.03.RE.29 

Recall major parts in the text and 

make predictions about 

forthcoming information. 
 

EL.03.RE.27 

Determine significant 

information from the text, 

including problems and 

solutions. 

CCSS RI-2 asks students 

not only to distinguish 

between the main idea and 

supporting details, but also 

to reflect on how the details 

support the main idea. 

RI-3 

Describe the relationship between a series 

of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures 

in a text, using language that pertains to 

time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

EL.03.RE.22 

Follow simple multiple-step 

written instructions (e.g., how to 

assemble a product or play a 

board game). 
 

EL.03.RE.30 

Distinguish cause-and-effect and 

fact and opinion. 

Cause and effect 

relationships and steps in a 

technical procedure are 

addressed in current 

Oregon standards. 
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CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-4 

Determine the meaning of general academic 

and domain-specific words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject 

area. 

EL.03.RE.15 

Use sentence and word context 

to find the meaning of unknown 

words. 

The inclusion of "and 

phrases" in CCSS RI-4 

indicates a potential to 

include items involving 

expressions or idioms. 

RI-5 

Use text features and search tools (e.g., key 

words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a given topic 

efficiently. 

EL.03.RE.20 

Use titles, tables of contents, 

chapter headings, illustrations, 

captions, glossaries, and indexes 

to locate information in text. 

Sidebars and hyperlinks 

are not explicitly mentioned 

as eligible content for 

current Oregon standards. 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-7 

Use information gained from illustrations 

(e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding of the 

text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key 

events occur). 

EL.03.RE.20 

Use titles, tables of contents, 

chapter headings, illustrations, 

captions, glossaries, and indexes 

to locate information in text. 
 

EL.03.RE.27 

Demonstrate comprehension by 

identifying answers to questions 

about the text. 

CCSS RI-7 and these two 

Oregon standards both 

address comprehension of 

text and visual elements 

embedded in the text. 

RI-8 

Describe the logical connection between 

particular sentences and paragraphs in a 

text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, 

first/second/third in a sequence). 

EL.03.RE.30 

Distinguish cause-and-effect and 

fact and opinion. 

CCSS RI-8 is much broader 

and includes other 

connections besides just 

cause and effect. 

RI-9 

Compare and contrast the most important 

points and key details presented in two texts 

on the same topic. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

 

In Oregon's current 

standards, comparing and 

contrasting text at grade 3 

is limited to literary works; 

comparing and contrasting 

informational text begins at 

grade 4: 

EL.04.RE.21 

Identify key facts and 

information after reading 

two passages or articles on 

the same topic. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 
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RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT 

COMPLEXITY 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

RI-10 

By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and 

technical texts, at the high end of the grades 

2–3 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

Common Curriculum Goal: Listen 

to, read, and understand a wide 

variety of informational and 

narrative text across the subject 

areas at school and on own, 

applying comprehension 

strategies as needed. 
 

EL.03.RE.06 

Read or demonstrate progress 

toward reading at an 

independent and instructional 

reading level appropriate to 

grade level. 

CCSS RI-10 emphasizes 

reading complex text 

independently and 

proficiently. 
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Writing: Grade 3 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 

supporting a point of view with reasons. 
 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing 

about, state an opinion, and create an 

organizational structure that lists reasons. 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., 

because, therefore, since, for example) to 

connect opinion and reasons. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or 

section. 

No corresponding state standard 

at grade 3. 

Current Oregon standards 

do not include the mode of 

persuasive/opinion-based 

writing until grade 5. 

W-2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 
 

a. Introduce a topic and group related 

information together; include illustrations 

when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 

and details. 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, 

another, and, more, but) to connect ideas 

within categories of information. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or 

section. 

EL.03.WR.25 

Write descriptive pieces about 

people, places, things, or 

experiences.  

• Develop a unified main idea.  

• Use details to support the 

main idea.  

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 
 

EL.03.WR.09 

Create a single paragraph with a 

topic sentence, simple 

supporting facts and details, and 

a concluding sentence. 

Current Oregon standards 

specify that grade 3 

students write single-

paragraph essays with 

multiple-paragraph 

beginning in grade 4; the 

expectation of the Common 

Core appears to be multi-

paragraph at grade 3. 

 

The use of transitions 

(linking words and phrases 

mentioned in W-2c 

opposite) is not addressed 

in Oregon standards until 

grade 4:  

EL.04.WR.11 

Write multi-paragraph 

compositions that provide 

details and transitions to 

link paragraphs. 

W-3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear 

event sequences. 
 

a. Establish a situation and introduce a 

narrator and/or characters; organize an 

event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, 

thoughts, and feelings to develop 

experiences and events or show the 

response of characters to situations. 

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal 

event order. 

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

EL.03.WR.24 

Write narratives: 

• Provide a context within which 

an action takes place. 

• Include well-chosen details to 

develop the plot. 

• With some guidance, provide 

insight into why the selected 

incident is memorable.  

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 
 

EL.03.WR.09 

Create a single paragraph with a 

topic sentence, simple 

supporting facts and details, and 

a concluding sentence. 

CCSS W-3 is more 

expansive than current 

Oregon standards, 

specifically referencing 

effective sequencing and 

the use of dialogue. 

 

As mentioned above, 

Oregon standards focus on 

single-paragraph 

compositions, the CCSS on 

longer works. 
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PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 

WRITING 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-4 

With guidance and support from adults, 

produce writing in which the development 

and organization are appropriate to task 

and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in standards 1–

3 above.) 

EL.03.WR.08 

Write appropriately for purpose 

and audience. 

Assuming that the "task" 

would identify an audience, 

this is a very close match. 

W-5 

With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

(Editing for conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1–3 up to 

and including grade 3.) 

EL.03.WR.03 

With some guidance, use all 

aspects of the writing process 

(e.g., prewriting, drafting, 

conferencing, revising, editing) in 

producing compositions and 

reports. 
 

EL.03.WR.04 

Use a scoring guide to review, 

evaluate, and revise writing for 

meaning and clarity. 
 

EL.03.WR.05 

With assistance, revise writing 

for others to read improving the 

focus and progression of ideas. 
 

EL.03.WR.06 

With guidance, proofread one's 

own writing, as well as that of 

others, using, for example, an 

editing checklist or list of rules. 
 

EL.03.WR.07 

Present and discuss own writing 

with other students, and respond 

helpfully to other students' 

compositions. 

Both CCSS W-5 and current 

Oregon standards place 

emphasis on the full writing 

process, including 

elements of collaboration, 

peer review, and 

editing/revising. 

W-6 

With guidance and support from adults, use 

technology to produce and publish writing 

(using keyboarding skills) as well as to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

No corresponding state 

standard. 

While Oregon has adopted 

technology standards to be 

implemented across the 

grades, there are no grade 

3-specific standards 

dealing with technology as 

it relates to the production 

and publishing of writing. 
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RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT 

KNOWLEDGE 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-7 

Conduct short research projects that build 

knowledge about a topic. 

EL.03.WR.27 

Write brief reports: 

• Include observations and 

information from two or more 

sources. 

• Use diagrams, charts or 

illustrations that are appropriate 

to the text. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

CCSS W-7 focuses on the 

process of conducting the 

research; current Oregon 

instructional standards 

focus on producing a report 

based on completed 

research. 

W-8 

Recall information from experiences or 

gather information from print and digital 

sources; take brief notes on sources and 

sort evidence into provided categories. 

EL.03.WR.29 

Understand the structure and 

organization of various reference 

materials (e.g., dictionary, 

thesaurus, atlas, encyclopedia, 

CD-ROM, and online sources). 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Implicit in CCSS W-8 is the 

concept that students 

understand how to access 

and use print and digital 

sources in order to 

complete research, which 

is the intent of the Oregon 

standard listed here. 

W-9 begins in grade 4   

RANGE OF WRITING 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

W-10 

Write routinely over extended time frames 

(time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

No corresponding state 

standard. 

Oregon standards do not 

include grade-level 

language relating to a 

"Range of Writing." 

However, the Common 

Curriculum Goal, which 

extends across all grade 

levels, states: "Write 

narrative, expository, and 

persuasive texts, using a 

variety of written forms--

including journals, essays, 

short stories, poems, 

research reports, research 

papers, business and 

technical writing--to express 

ideas appropriate to 

audience and purpose 

across the subject areas." 
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Language: Grade 3 

CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

L-1  

Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

Degree of alignment is 

determined for this standard 

based on a-d points below. 

See a-d below. 

a. Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, 

verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general 

and their functions in particular sentences. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

This type of explicit 

instruction and assessment 

in elements of grammar is 

not present in the current 

Oregon standards. 

b. Form and use regular and irregular plural 

nouns. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

The use of regular and 

irregular plural nouns is not 

addressed in Oregon 

standards. 

c. Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

The use of abstract nouns 

is not addressed in Oregon 

standards. 

d. Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

Regular and irregular verbs 

are addressed in Oregon 

standards at grade 4: 

EL.04.WR.16 

Correctly use: 

 regular verbs (live/lived, 

shout/shouted) 

 irregular verbs 

(swim/swam, ride/rode, 

hit/hit) 

e. Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I 

walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 

EL.03.WR.17 

Correctly use past (he talked), 

present (he talks), and future (he 

will talk) verb tenses. 

Alignment to this current 

Oregon standard is very 

strong. 

f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-

antecedent agreement. 

EL.03.WR.16 

Use subjects and verbs that are 

in agreement (we are instead of 

we is). 
 

EL.03.WR.18 

Correctly use pronouns (it, him, 

her), adjectives (yellow flower, 

three brown dogs), compound 

nouns (football, snowflakes), and 

articles (a, an, the). 

Oregon standards do not 

directly address pronouns 

and their antecedents until 

grade 7, where the 

emphasis is on pronoun 

placement to achieve 

clarity as opposed to 

agreement. The current 

Oregon standard relating to 

pronoun use applies to 

using the correct gender-

specific pronoun rather 

than one that agrees with 

its antecedent. 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

g. Form and use comparative and 

superlative adjectives and adverbs, and 

choose between them depending on what is 

to be modified. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

The closest match to this 

standard in the current 

Oregon standards is the 

first part of a standard at 

grade 5:  

EL.05.WR.17 

Correctly use modifiers 

(words or phrases that 

describe, limit or qualify 

another word) and 

pronouns (he/his, she/her, 

they/their, it/its). 

h. Use coordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

 

A standard relating to the 

use of coordinating 

conjunctions appears in 

Oregon standards at grade 

4: 

EL.04.WR.16  

Correctly use coordinating 

conjunctions (and, or, but) 

 

References to the use of 

subordinate conjunctions 

do not appear until high 

school, when they are 

mentioned in terms of 

showing control of 

subordinate clauses. 

i. Produce simple, compound, and complex 

sentences. 

EL.03.WR.12 

Write correctly complete 

sentences of statement, 

command, question, or 

exclamation. 

In current Oregon 

Standards, compound 

sentences are specified at 

grade 4 (EL.04.WR.13), 

and complex sentences are 

introduced at grade 5 

(EL.05.WR.14) . Writing 

complete sentences is a 

grade 1 standard in the 

CCSS: "Produce and 

expand complete simple 

and compound declarative, 

interrogative, imperative, 

and exclamatory sentences 

in response to prompts." 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

L-2 

Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Degree of alignment is 

determined for this standard 

based on a-d points below. 

See a-d below. 

a. Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

The correct capitalization of 

words in titles is addressed 

in current Oregon 

standards at grade 4: 

EL.04.WR.20 

Capitalize names of books, 

magazines, newspapers, 

works of art, musical 

compositions, 

organizations, and the first 

word in quotations, when 

appropriate. 

b. Use commas in addresses. 

EL.03.WR.20 

Use commas in dates (On June 

24, 2003, she'll be nine.), 

locations (Salem, Oregon) and 

addresses (421 Coral Way, 

Miami, FL), and for items in a 

series (beans, corn, cucumbers, 

and squash). 

Using commas in a date 

and to separate words in a 

series is at grade 1 in the 

CCSS. 

c. Use commas and quotation marks in 

dialogue. 

EL.03.WR.21 

Approximate correct use of 

quotation marks to show that 

someone is speaking ("You may 

go home now," she said.). 

EL.04.WR.17 

Correct use of quotation 

marks in dialogue is not 

expected until grade 4 of 

the current Oregon 

standards: "Correctly use 

quotation marks around 

the exact words of a 

speaker…" 
 

EL.05.WR.19 

The correct use of commas 

in dialogue is part of the 

grade 5 standards: 

"Correctly use commas in 

direct quotations..."   

d. Form and use possessives. 

EL.03.WR.19 

Identify and correctly write 

singular possessive nouns (dog's 

tail). 

EL.04.WR.19 

Singular possessives are in 

the grade 3 Oregon 

standards, but plural 

possessives are addressed 

at grade 4: Correctly write 

plural possessive nouns 

(girls' hats). 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

e. Use conventional spelling for high-

frequency and other studied words and for 

adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, 

smiled, cries, happiness). 

EL.03.WR.13 

Spell correctly one-syllable words 

that have blends (play, blend) or 

a silent letter (walk); contractions 

(isn't, aren't, can't); compounds; 

common spelling patterns (qu-, 

changing win to winning, and 

changing the ending of a word 

from -y to -ies to make a plural 

such as berry/berries); and 

common homophones (words 

that sound the same but have 

different spellings, such as 

hair/hare). 
 

EL.03.WR.14 

Spell correctly previously studied 

words and spelling patterns in 

own writing. 

Correctly spelling words 

where suffixes have been 

added is addressed at 

grade 4:  

EL.04.WR.15 

Spell correctly suffixes and 

prefixes (-ly, -ness, mis-,  

un-). 

 

and grade 5:  

EL.05.WR.16 

Spell correctly: 

 roots or bases of words, 

 prefixes, (understood/ 

misunderstood, excused/ 

unexcused), 

 suffixes (final/finally, 

mean/mean-ness). 

f. Use spelling patterns and generalizations 

(e.g., word families, position-based 

spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, 

meaningful word parts) in writing words. 

EL.03.WR.13 

Spell correctly ...common spelling 

patterns (qu-, changing win to 

winning, and changing the 

ending of a word from -y to -ies to 

make a plural such as 

berry/berries). 

CCSS L-2f is more inclusive 

in terms of identifying 

different types of spelling 

patterns/generalizations 

that might be used to 

correctly spell words. 

g. Consult reference materials, including 

beginning dictionaries, as needed to check 

and correct spellings. 

EL.03.WR.15 

Notice when words are not 

correct, and use a variety of 

strategies to correct (e.g., word 

lists, dictionary). 

Wording is slightly different, 

but the intent is the same. 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE   

L-3  

Use knowledge of language and its 

conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

Degree of alignment is 

determined for this standard 

based on a-b points below. 

 

a. Choose words and phrases for effect. 

Writing Standards:  

EL.03WR.10 

Use vivid adjectives and action 

verbs. (Instructional standard; 

not assessed on OAKS) 

 

EL.03.WR.11 

Begin to elaborate descriptions 

and incorporate figurative 

wording in own writing. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

 

Speaking Standard:  

EL.03.SL.04  

Use clear and specific vocabulary 

to communicate and, with 

assistance, establish the tone. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Wording is slightly different, 

but the intent is the same. 

b. Recognize and observe differences 

between the conventions of spoken and 

written standard English. 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

A recognition of the 

differences between 

spoken English and written 

standard English is not 

explicitly addressed in the 

current Oregon standards. 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

VOCABULARY ACQUISTION AND USE   

L-4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 3 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

Common Curriculum Goal: 

Increase word knowledge 

through systematic vocabulary 

development; determine the 

meaning of new words by 

applying knowledge of word 

origins, word relationships, and 

context clues; verify the meaning 

of new words; and use those new 

words accurately across the 

subject areas. 

 

Refer to notes on items a-d 

below for specific alignment 

discussion. 

 

 

 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

EL.03.RE.15 

Use sentence and word context 

to find the meaning of unknown 

words. 

 

b. Determine the meaning of the new word 

formed when a known affix is added to a 

known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, 

heat/preheat). 

 

 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the 

meaning of an unknown word with the same 

root (e.g., company, companion). 

EL.03.RE.17 

Infer word meanings from taught 

roots, prefixes (e.g., un-, re-, pre-, 

bi-, mis-, dis-), and suffixes (e.g., -

er, -est, -ful). (Instructional 

standard; not assessed on 

OAKS) 

Current Oregon standards 

combine the use of roots 

and the use of common 

affixes (prefixes and 

suffixes) to determine word 

meaning while CCSS splits 

these into two standards. 

d. Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, 

both print and digital, to determine or clarify 

the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases. 

EL.03.RE.18 

Use a dictionary or glossary to 

learn the meaning and other 

features of unknown words.  

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

Although the Oregon 

standard does not 

specifically mention the use 

of digital or online 

resources, this is a fairly 

strong match. 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

VOCABULARY ACQUISTION AND USE   

L-5 

Demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

EL.03.RE.14 

Determine the meanings of 

words using knowledge of 

antonyms, synonyms, 

homophones, and homographs. 

Assuming that "word 

relationships" refers to 

concepts such as 

antonyms, synonyms, etc., 

this is at least a partial 

match. 

a. Distinguish the literal and nonliteral 

meanings of words and phrases in context 

(e.g., take steps). 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard at grade 3. 

Recognizing the use of 

idioms occurs in the 

current Oregon standards 

at grade 4 (EL.04.RE.13), 

and figurative expressions 

are addressed at grade 5 

(EL.05.RE.13). 

b. Identify real-life connections between 

words and their use (e.g., describe people 

who are friendly or helpful). 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Real-life connections are 

not explicitly mentioned in 

Oregon standards, although 

using descriptive language 

is a common theme 

beginning in grade 3. 

c. Distinguish shades of meaning among 

related words that describe states of mind 

or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, 

suspected, heard, wondered). 

No corresponding Oregon 

standard. 

Shades of meaning is 

addressed later in Oregon 

standards in the context of 

writing where precision in 

word choice is emphasized. 

However, there is no 

explicit mention of "states 

of mind or degrees of 

certainty." 

L-6 

Acquire and use accurately grade-

appropriate conversational, general 

academic, and domain-specific words and 

phrases, including those that signal spatial 

and temporal relationships (e.g., After 

dinner that night we went looking for them). 

EL.03.RE.12 

Understand, learn, and use new 

vocabulary that is introduced and 

taught directly through orally-

read stories and informational 

text as well as student-read 

stories and informational text. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 
 

EL.03.RE.13 

Develop vocabulary by listening 

to and discussing both familiar 

and conceptually challenging 

sections read aloud. 

(Instructional standard; not 

assessed on OAKS) 

A similar emphasis exists 

between the two sets of 

standards on explicit 

instruction in vocabulary. 
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Speaking and Listening: Grade 3 

COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION 
CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

 

SL-1  

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 

3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 
 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having 

read or studied required material; explicitly 

draw on that preparation and other 

information known about the topic to 

explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 

(e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, 

listening to others with care, speaking one 

at a time about the topics and texts under 

discussion). 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of 

information presented, stay on topic, and 

link their comments to the remarks of 

others. 

d. Explain their own ideas and 

understanding in light of the discussion. 

No corresponding state 

standard. 

Oregon standards do not 

include any relating to 

classroom discussions with 

the exception of 

discussions after listening 

to text being read out loud: 

EL.03.LI.02 

Demonstrate listening 

comprehension of more 

complex literary text 

through discussions. 

SL-2  

Determine the main ideas and supporting 

details of a text read aloud or information 

presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

EL.03.LI.02 

Demonstrate listening 

comprehension of more complex 

literary text through discussions. 
 

EL.03.SL.07 

Retell in own words and explain 

what has been said by a speaker.  

The CCSS inclusion of 

"information presented in 

diverse media and formats" 

results in this being only a 

partial match. 

SL-3  

Ask and answer questions about 

information from a speaker, offering 

appropriate elaboration and detail. 

EL.03.SL.09 

Answer questions completely 

and with appropriate elaboration.  

The Oregon standard deals 

with answering questions 

but does not address 

asking them after listening 

to a speaker. 
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PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE 

AND IDEAS 

CORRESPONDING OREGON 

STANDARD 
NOTES ON ALIGNMENT 

SL-4  

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or 

recount an experience with appropriate 

facts and relevant, descriptive details, 

speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

EL.03.SL.01 

With guidance, organize ideas 

sequentially or around major 

points of information. 
 

EL.03.SL.02 

Provide a beginning, middle, and 

end, including concrete details 

that develop a central idea. 

The skill of speaking at an 

appropriate pace is first 

referenced in the Oregon 

standards at grade 4: 

EL.04.SL.06 

Use volume, pitch, 

phrasing, pace, modulation, 

gestures, and eye contact 

appropriately, to enhance 

meaning and to engage the 

audience. 

SL-5 

Create engaging audio recordings of stories 

or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at 

an understandable pace; add visual displays 

when appropriate to emphasize or enhance 

certain facts or details. 

EL.03.SL.03 

With assistance, clarify and 

enhance oral presentations 

through the use of appropriate 

props (e.g., objects, pictures, 

charts).   

The creation of audio 

recordings of stories or 

poems is not specified in 

current Oregon standards. 

SL-6 

Speak in complete sentences when 

appropriate to task and situation in order to 

provide requested detail or clarification. 

(See grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 

for specific expectations.) 

EL.03.SL.09 

Answer questions completely 

and with appropriate elaboration. 

The Oregon standard does 

not specify to speak in 

complete sentences, so 

this match is only partial. 

There is also no reference 

to "appropriate to task and 

situation" at the grade 3 

level in speaking and 

listening. 
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