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Bullying Prevention and Response Activities 

 
Background  
The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) considers the issues of bullying, cyber 
bullying, harassment, and intimidation a serious community matter and assumes a 
position of intolerance toward acts of bullying in educational environments. ODE 
ensures that districts maintain policies related to the prevention of and response to acts 
of bullying as defined in ORS 339.351 and outlined in ORS 339.356. These expectations 
are bound by district assurances signed and maintained under the No Child Left Behind 
Act (NCLB). Signed assurances pledge adherence to the specific Title IV-A safety 
expectations, such as:  

• The activities or program comply with principles of effectiveness and foster a safe 
and drug free leaning environment. 

• The drug and violence prevention programs convey a clear and consistent 
message that acts of violence and illegal use of drugs are wrong and harmful. 

• The schools and districts have a plan for keeping schools safe and drug free. 
  
A complete list of current NCLB assurances is posted at: 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=890  
 
In addition, under ORS 339.359, school districts are encouraged to infuse existing 
trainings with material related to the prevention of harassment, intimidation, bullying 
and cyber bullying and to institute programs, task forces, and initiatives toward 
awareness and prevention.     
 
Funding 
Until 2009-2010, many districts used federal Title IV Safe and Drug Free funds to 
support their prevention- and response-oriented activities.   

• This funding source had been discontinued by the United States Department of 
Education. 

• Districts with remaining 2009-2010 Title IV-A funds continue to utilize their 
carry-over during the 2010-2011 school year. 

• Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year all districts will need to consider 
support for these programs by locally and/or state funding sources.  

 
Prevention Programs 
The ODE does not recommend any specific prevention curriculum or activity; however, 
under Title IV-A, districts and schools have been required to use only Evidence-Based 
programs in support of their prevention activities. ODE supports that requirement.  
Funds were spent on curricula, data systems and personnel such as: 
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• Second Step  

• Safe and Civil Schools 

•  School Wide Information Systems [SWIS]); and  

• Staff time (e.g. At-risk coordinators, counselors, professional development 
trainings). 

 
ODE maintains a web-based resource repository that allows districts to select from 
among a variety of local and national evidence-based programs 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1320. This resource will remain in place 
as a future resource for district safety programming. 
  
State Prevention Resources 
Bridge Grant 
This is a small grant to ODE from the Office of Safe and Drug Free schools to build state 
capacity for the prevention of drug and alcohol abuse. Oregon’s capacity building plan 
for this work will impact a continuum of behavior activities -- including bullying.  
Oregon’s objectives:  

• Develop collaborative partnerships with other state agencies such as Oregon 
Department of Human Services (DHS) to benefit schools and districts;  

• Organize a data-base of evidence-based prevention programs to facilitate school 
and district access;  

• Maintain an ongoing system to locate funding sources.  
 
State Initiatives and Expertise 
For the past seven years, ODE has used Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) funds to support a statewide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 
(PBIS) initiative directed at building a district’s capacity to use data to assist students 
and adults in behavioral expectations.  Additionally  
 
In 2006, ODE received a 5-year federal State Personnel Development Grant to develop a 
model of educational service delivery targeted at both academic and behavioral 
management.  This Effective Behavioral and Instructional Support Systems (EBISS) 
initiative is currently underway in 28 districts and three Early Childhood programs. I 
 
ODE has direct access to many locally-based national prevention-based experts that 
work as friends to the department.  
 
State Data 
ODE continues to maintain the state Discipline Incidents Collection which collects 
suspension, expulsion, truancy and other behavioral data across all school districts. 
Data from this collection are used as part of the state’s federally mandated Unsafe 
School Policy formula http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1319. This publicly 
reported district performance indicator is intended to assure options for students and 
families impacted by extreme school violence. 


