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Oregon PreKindergarten (OPK) 
 
The Oregon PreKindergarten (OPK) program provides preschool education, child health 
and nutrition, and family support services to Oregon’s lowest income and highest need 
preschool children throughout the state.  In 2010, Oregon was able to serve 64% of 
children in need of this program. 
 
The program strives to: 
� Provide children with the skills necessary to be successful in school and life;  
� Assist families in understanding the needs of their children; and  
� Encourage families to be involved in their child’s education. 
 
Eligibility for OPK includes: 
� Children age three to five from families living at or below the federal poverty level  
� Children in foster care 
� Children who are homeless 
� Children and families with identified risk factors that may include:  child abuse and 

neglect, domestic violence, drug and alcohol abuse, incarceration, and medical or 
mental health issues 

� Children with disabilities: At least 10% of the enrollment slots in OPK programs are 
available for children with disabilities 

 
Funding is maximized through coordination and partnerships with local, 
state, and federal agencies.   
� 21 programs blend federal and state funds to maximize services at the local level.  

Programs deliver seamless, cost-effective services to meet needs of children and 
families.  

� 7 programs are solely state funded and follow federal Head Start Performance 
Standards. 

� All programs align and deliver services and resources in their communities through 
coordination with state and local agencies.       

Percentage of Eligible 
Children Served in OHS 
PreK and federal Head 

Start 
Year Percent 
2005 60.0 
2006 60.3 
2007 56.8 
2008 62.4 
2009 68.2 
2010 66.7 
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Reduced funding means fewer children from the 
poorest families in Oregon receive the education and essential services 
needed to enter kindergarten ready to learn. 
� In 2010, 606 state funded OPK enrollments were cut in response to the state budget 

crisis.  Currently, the state funds 5,948 OPK child enrollment slots, or __% of need.   
� OPK reports increasing numbers of children on waiting lists. 
 
Investment in the early years results in positive outcomes and economic 
payoffs in Oregon.  
� Head Start has been the source of more than 30 years of research. One of the best 

known studies is the Perry Preschool Study (Barnett, 1995) which found that "…one 
dollar invested in high-quality early childhood education programs by policymakers 
results in a return of seven dollars in preventative costs associated with 
incarceration, truancy, school dropout, and teen pregnancy" (Stegelin, 2004). 
 

Major Collaboration:  Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education 

 
                                                 
i This percentage is based on the 2010 estimated number of eligible children.  Updated calculations will be 
completed in spring 2011. 

2011 63.9i 


