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Mathematics Achievement Standards 

 

Overview  
 

The State Board of Education adopted new mathematics content standards for grades K-

8 in 2007 and high school in 2009.  Following these adoptions, the Oregon Department 

of Education (ODE) began to re-examine the achievement standards (or “cut scores”) 

for the statewide mathematics test.  In October 2010, the State Board of Education 

voted to increase math achievement standards for grades 3-8, effective for the 2010-11 

school year.   

 

 Why did ODE recommend setting new cut scores (achievement standards) 

for Mathematics?  

• Local Instruction - Math teachers were basing their instruction on the content 

standards adopted in 2007 and 2009 and the assessment (or test) needed to 

follow.  

• Predictability - School districts were concerned that success at the elementary 

and middle school level did not strongly predict success at high school. Based on 

the old achievement standards, students and parents may have had a false 

impression of a student’s math achievement. 

• Federal Requirements - Federal law requires that Achievement Standards align 

with Content Standards.  

• National Competitiveness – Based on ODE’s analysis of national data (National 

Assessment of Educational Progress or NAEP), the approved cut scores are 

consistent with the more rigorous achievement standards of other states in the 

nation and will place Oregon close to Washington’s achievement standards. This 

will make the transition to the Common Assessment achievement standards, 

scheduled in four years, more seamless for Oregon.  

• Preparation - A new common assessment of the Common Core State Standards 

will be ready in 2014-15.  With these more competitive achievement standards, 

Oregon students will be better prepared for the upcoming common assessment.  

 
Who participated in the mathematics achievement standard setting 
process? 
 

ODE brought together Oregon mathematics experts from districts across the state over 

the course of a year to help ensure the mathematics achievement standards accurately 
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described Oregon’s expectations for its students.  ODE’s final recommendation to the 

State Board was based on the recommendations from a 42 member panel comprised of 

mathematics teachers, principals, parents and members from the business community.  

 

What mathematics achievement standards were approved for 2010-11? 
 

 
 
 
What does the Future Hold? 
As adoption of the Common Core State Standards and development of shared 
assessment tools becomes a reality, Oregon students will benefit from the steps taken in 
setting higher mathematics achievement standards and be poised to join their 
counterparts around the nation in preparing for a bright future.  By putting our students 
on the road to higher achievement, Oregon continues to serve its educational mission 
and to keep a strong assessment system on a steady course. 
 

Related Links and References 
 

The Oregon Department of Education’s Math Achievement webpage is located at 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=3182  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


