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Federal Funds for Special Education:  IDEA Part B, Section 611 

 
This is a formula grant program from the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), 
US Department of Education to assist states in meeting the costs of providing special 
education and related services to children with disabilities. The appropriation of funds 
to states is distributed based on a complex formula with numerous provisions for 
various situations.  A set amount of funds may be reserved for state-level activities and 
the remaining must be distributed to local education agencies (LEAs).  

$128,077,875   FFY 2010 IDEA Part B, Section 611 funds to Oregon  

$114,146,726  Funds distributed by a federally mandated formula to school 
districts and state-supported/operated programs [e.g., Early 
Childhood Special Education (ECSE), Regional Programs, and 
Oregon School for the Deaf (OSD)]. Eighty-five percent of the funds 
are proportionally distributed based on total population and 15% 
are proportionally distributed based on poverty.  

$   2,298,119 Funds reserved for state-level administration, required monitoring 
responsibilities and discretionary activities related to special 
education.   

$11,633,030 Discretionary funds used for statewide initiatives, special education 
targeted meetings and training. 

Use of Funds 

Funds under this program are combined with state and local funds to provide a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE) to children with disabilities. Permitted 
expenditures include the salaries of special education teachers and costs associated with 
related services personnel, such as speech therapists and psychologists. States may use 
funds for other state-level activities for such activities as technical assistance and 
personnel preparation; providing systems development of positive behavioral 
interventions and response to intervention and to improve the use of technology in the 
classroom. Some portion of funds reserved for other state-level activities must be used 
for monitoring, enforcement and complaint investigation, and to establish and 
implement the mediation process required by IDEA, including providing for the cost of 
mediators and support personnel. 

Program Results  
 

1. Oregon has a state- of –the- art electronic accountability systems to monitor 
compliance and performance of district responsibilities under IDEA.   
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2. Oregon has, for the last four years, earned a “meets requirements” for required 
submission of a state level report on over twenty measurement indicators 
regarding services and systems for students with disabilities and their families.   

3. Oregon was one of four states selected for a five year OSEP grant for technical 
assistance under the national implementation science work because of its deep 
understanding and practice of instructional systems development. 

4. Oregon has (for the last six years) had no restrictions on any of the federal special 
education grants appropriated to them. 

 
 
 

Effective Practices and Models (using IDEA discretionary funds) 
 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS):  PBIS is intended to design 
systemic behavior support systems which will allow students to focus on instruction and 
be successful in school. "...[PBIS] can be described as a data-driven, team-based 
framework or approach for establishing a continuum of effective behavioral practices 
…(a) prevents the development or worsening of problem behavior and (b) encourages 
the teaching and reinforcement of pro-social expectations and behavior across all 
environments for all students by all staff (Sugai, Simonsen, & Horner, 2008)."  
 
Oregon’s Response to Intervention (Or-RTI) Initiative:  RTI is the practice of providing 
evidence based instruction and intervention matched to student need, monitoring 
progress frequently to make decisions about change in instruction and applying student 
response data to important educational decisions .In essence the practice removes the 
lack of learning from the student and places it on the instructional practices.   
 
Effective Behavioral and Instructional Support Systems (EBISS):  This five year federal 
grant from OSEP intends to increase student outcomes by assisting school districts 
implement a continuum of effective and sustainable school-wide academic and 
behavioral support systems. Through a blended model of response to intervention (RTI) 
and positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS), districts will be better able to 
meet the academic and behavioral needs of every student in their schools.  
 
Oregon Regional Autism Training Sites:  This initiative is building a statewide system of 
support for students with autism and their families as well as teachers and other school 
staff.  The support system is being developed under a contract with Portland State 
University and offers placements for those few students who require specialized 
settings, places for observation and consultation to other schools and staff, and direct 
training opportunities for parents and teachers.  These sites are located across Oregon 
and in the near future parents no matter where they live in Oregon will have access to 
the information and support necessary for their child and for themselves.   
 
 
 


