
 

 
 

Field Test School Accountability Rules for 2013-14 
 

Overview 
During the Spring of 2014, 235 public schools in Oregon will administer the Smarter Balanced (SB) field test in 

either English/language arts, mathematics, or both to students in certain tested grades. To lessen the burden 

on students and schools participating in the SB field test, the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) applied 

for and received a Field Test Flexibility Waiver from the U. S. Department of Education. This waiver gives field 

test schools the flexibility to administer only one English/language arts and one mathematics assessment (e.g., 

either the OAKS reading assessment or the SB English/language arts field test) to students in field test grades 

during the 2013-14 school year. Administering more than one assessment to students in the same content 

area (i.e., OAKS and the SB field test) is not a requirement; however, field test schools may choose to “double-

test” their students. The administration of the field test and whether a school double-tests students may impact 

the 2013-14 overall school ratings.  

 

Field test schools that have a sufficient number of OAKS tests (as described below) will receive an overall 

school rating in 2013-14. Field test schools that do not have a sufficient number of OAKS tests will retain their 

overall school rating from 2012-13. The intention of the following rules is to ensure that field test schools 

receive valid ratings in 2013-14 by determining when to (a) include double-test OAKS scores in the school 

accountability system and (b) retain the overall school rating from the previous year for field test schools. 

 

When to Include Double-Test OAKS Scores in School Accountability 
The school accountability system will include double-test OAKS scores for a specific field test grade and content 

area within a school if OAKS participation is ≥ 94.5% of all students in that field test grade and content area. 

Details concerning the inclusion of double-test OAKS scores for small schools are forthcoming. 

 

When to Retain the Overall School Rating from the Previous Year 
Field test schools that double-test all students in all field test grades and content areas will be eligible to 

receive a new overall school rating on the 2013-14 school report card (provided they meet the standard 

minimum n-size requirements). However, a field test school will not receive achievement and growth ratings in 

2013-14 if there is a ≥ 40% decrease in the number of included OAKS tests (across both content areas and all 

tested grades) from 2012-13 to 2013-14. In this case, these field test schools will retain their overall school 

rating from 2012-13 on the 2013-14 school report card.  

 

Appeal Process 
The ODE will provide an opportunity for field test schools to appeal their overall school rating. Please refer to 

the Field Test School Accountability Appeals Process and Form for more information. 

 

Additional Resources 
Please visit the following link (http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4136) to view additional 

information concerning field test school accountability, such as the list of field test schools, the Field Test 

Flexibility approval letter, and guidance from the U. S. Department of Education.   

 

Contacts 
If you have questions, concerns, or need additional clarification concerning these rules, please contact: 

 Jon Wiens, jon.wiens@state.or.us, (503) 947-5764; Josh Rew, josh.rew@state.or.us, (503) 947-5845 
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