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[Introduce yourself and your talk.]



Overview 

» USDA Food and Nutrition Service  
» How is USDA involved in F2S? 
» F2S Grants 
» F2S Census 
» Resources  
» Questions   
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During this talk, I hope to: [highlight the major topic areas you’ll cover]  share USDA’s perspective on what “farm to school?” means;  talk about some of the challenges of implementing farm to school programs and how they can be overcome; discuss the benefits of farm to school programs; tell you why and how USDA is involved in farm to school; direct you to some helpful resources;  address some farm to school myths; and take your questions.Note: This “agenda” slide can be modified as necessary to incorporate other content areas (e.g. procurement specifics, farm to school and food safety, or how to get started with farm to school.) Additional plug in modules are forthcoming.



USDA Food and Nutrition Service 

» The National School Lunch Program 
» The School Breakfast Program 
» The Summer Food Service Program 
» The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 
» The Afterschool Snack Program 

The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) works 
with State, territorial, and Indian tribal 
governments to implement child nutrition 
programs including: 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Food and Nutrition Service is the USDA agency that implements all of the major federal nutrition programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly the food stamp program), the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and the Child Nutrition Programs, including:The National School Lunch ProgramThe School Breakfast ProgramThe Summer Food Service ProgramThe Fresh Fruit and Vegetable ProgramThe Afterschool Snack Program[If there’s time and your audience isn’t necessarily familiar with these programs, explain them.]Local purchasing, along with educational programs to get kids excited about healthy choices, can be integrated into all of the programs listed on this slide, and USDA provides guidance to help agencies learn how. �



FNS Staffing and Offices 
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We’re Here to HelpFNS is the lead agency for the USDA Farm to School Team. In each of the 7 FNS regional offices, one staff member has been designated as the “Farm to School Coordinator.” Farm to School Coordinators are available to provide farm to school-related policy guidance and interpretation, and to help State and local agencies in their region integrate farm to school into the child nutrition programs that they already operate. They might also be available to speak at conferences, attend ribbon-cuttings or other media events, and… [include other services that you provide for your State agencies].At the National Level, the USDA farm to school program is supported by a F2S National Director and small staff as well as an F2S Management Team that includes high level USDA officials, staff from FNS, AMS, and ERS. Technical assistance, and also connect with the state agencies.



F2S Census 

USDA’s first-ever Farm to School Census! 
 
Some snapshots: 
» 43% of public school districts nationwide 

have an existing F2S program. 
» In SY 2011-2012, schools served over $350 

million in local food. 
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Data from the Farm to School Census will be used by USDA’s Farm to School Program to develop a baseline assessment of the prevalence, geographic distribution, and characteristics of farm to school programs in order to set priorities for USDA outreach and technical support (# of F2S programs, district and school level; # of school gardens; type and frequency of local product served; $$ value of local purchases; estimates regarding anticipated growth.*Census results from a national perspective, state summaries, district level info…1. A web-based map of all responding school districts will demonstrate areas accessing locally produced foods through the school meal programs, which will be categorized by percent of total school food expenditures that are sourced locally; 2. Estimates of state-level prevalence of purchasing locally produced foods for school meal programs; and 3. Estimates of state-level profiles of local purchasing programs, i.e., the proportion of districts operating a given method of purchasing local products and operating various farm to school efforts, including: a. Farm to school activities targeted at specific age groups or grade levels; b. Farm to school programs that adhere to an agreed upon definition of “local” as it relates to food procurement; c. Various supply channels for procuring local foods; d. Locally sourced items, categorized by food type, and future plans for sourcing locally; e. Top five locally sourced food items, determined by value; f. Frequency of offering locally sourced foods; and, g. Challenges in procuring local products. 



F2S Census 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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F2S Census 
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Data from the Farm to School Census will be used by USDA’s Farm to School Program to develop a baseline assessment of the prevalence, geographic distribution, and characteristics of farm to school programs in order to set priorities for USDA outreach and technical support (# of F2S programs, district and school level; # of school gardens; type and frequency of local product served; $$ value of local purchases; estimates regarding anticipated growth.Info on food budget is spent locally, quote from a SD, what kinds of products are being bought locally and where schools want to expand, and school gardens.



F2S Census 





Farm to School Grants 

» Willamette Farm and Food Coalition 

» Portland Public Schools 

In 2012, USDA awarded 15 F2S grants in the 
western region. 

This year, we’re awarding $5.2 million in 
grants nationwide…… 
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Received 345 applications for 2013.For 2012 grantees, had 15 across the region, 2 right here in OR (Willamette Farm and Food Coalition, implementation; Multnomah County(out of 68 nationwide, spanning 37 states)Making announcements today.RO responsibilities; T&TA, planning modules, webinars, fielding emails, calls, connecting grantees with all the expertise we have in the NO, site visits. 



We’re partnering up with FoodCorps! 

» Act as a resource, 
provide technical 
assistance to service 
members. 

Partnerships 
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We at USDA are really excited to support the FoodCorps model.Adding to inventory of the already incredible service members so they can go out and reach farther and deeper than they already have.FoodCorps results last year were impressive. Service members reached over 67,000 children, built or revitalized over 400 school gardens, organized over 3,000 volunteers, and donated over 29,000 pounds of produce to local communities. Where this collaboration can take us.



Farm to School Resources 

At www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/f2s: 
» Farm to School resources 
» New fact sheets! 
» Farm to School census, grants 
» Webinars 
» Farm to School related policies and policy 
guidance 
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The USDA Farm to School website contains a list of farm to school resources and grants, an option to sign up for the USDA farm to school listserv, profiles of farm to school programs, links to USDA procurement regulations, and guidance on food safety and applying the geographic preference option.[Insert regional resources as well, and mention any nationally relevant groups.] 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/f2s


Thank you! Questions? 

Nessia Berner 
Program Specialist 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
nessia.berner@fns.usda.gov 
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[Conclude, thank the audience, and take questions if you have time.]
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