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David Sobel 

• Place-based education is the process of using the 
local community and environment as a starting 
point to teach concepts in language arts, 
mathematics, social studies, science and other 
subjects across the curriculum. Emphasizing 
hands-on, real-world learning experiences, this 
approach to education increases academic 
achievement, helps students develop strong ties 
to their community, enhance their appreciation 
for the natural world, and create a commitment 
to serving as active, contributing citizens.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In his essay Place-based Education: Connecting Classroom and Community,  David Sobel the founder of Place-based education says….In this way, place-based education is more than garden education, nutrition education, science education or history. It is the sum of all of it’s potential parts and it can change to meet a variety of shifting priorities such as S.T.E.M, Common Core, CIM and CAM & NCLB. And this is true, I think of my co-presenters curriculum as well. : ) 



eat.think.grow. 
Place-based Education in the 

Willamette Valley 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Eat think grow is designed to combine the school calendar, maintenance, planting, harvesting and storing of a agricultural calendar in the Willamette Valley and address Common Core and Oregon state standards. Choosing the Willamette Valley was a starting point but the lessons are highly adaptable to other places in the state and even the country. 



eat.think.grow 
• K-5 lessons 
• 3 seasons per grade 

– Fall 
– Winter 
– Spring 

• Meets Common Core and State Standards 
• Lessons build from year to year 
• May be implemented lesson-by-lesson or as 

fully integrated learning opportunities.  
 



Kindergarten 
• School Garden Exploration (F) 
• Under, On, and Above (F) 
• Living and Non-Living in the Garden (W) 
• Winter in the Garden (W) 
• Popcorn is a Seed (S) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
School Garden Exploration: New students to the school visit the garden as part of their orientation to the garden as a place of learning in the school. This lesson brings the garden space into the learning environment by demonstrating that it is a place of learning as the gym, library, auditorium and (yes) cafeteria are. Under, On, Above uses spatial learning to familiarize students with the growing environment in the garden. It is a foundational lesson for learning about roots, fruits, and stems. In Living and Non-living, students compare and contrast (organize) characteristic in the garden and they explore questions about things in the real world. In Winter in the Garden, students observe and identify the changes to plants, animals and insects in the garden as a result from seasonal changes. In Popcorn is a Seed, students spend a full week investigating popcorn kernels; compare and contrast two seeds, start new seeds, and eat a healthy snack. Another foundational lesson, this lesson supports Common Core and Oregon Science Standards



Fourth 
• Measuring and Mapping the School 

Garden 
• Timing the School Garden  
• Companion Plants 
• Writing Instructions for a School 

Garden Bed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By Fourth grade, students are fully immersed in the design and planting of the school garden. The Winter lessons for this grade build on one another and on previous years experience and knowledge. 



Fifth 
• Finding Local in Your Lunch  
• Taking Public Opinion Polls in 

the Cafeteria 
• Advertising Harvest of the 

Month 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In fifth grade, students have the opportunity to take what they know about growing food and begin to expand their studies from the garden space into the cafeteria. With a nation wide initiative to localize procurement, many districts are creating local lunches. In this series, students gather, use and document information from multiple sources (e.g., print, electronic, human, primary, secondary) to examine an event, issue, or problem through inquiry and research.  



A Few More Highlights 
• People Grow Food in Neighborhood Gardens 

(2S) 
• School Garden Ecosystem Game (2W) 
• School Garden Exploration (FK,1,2,3,4,5) 
• Trees that Traveled the Oregon Trail (F4) 
• Getting to the Roots (F1) 
• Insects in the Garden (S1- 4 lessons)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People Grow Food can be complemented with lessons from David Sobel’s book Map Making with Children. SGE is the introductory lesson for each grade as the students return to school; Kinders learn where the garden is, second graders learn about ripe, unripe, harvesting and such. Third graders are looking for examples of Life Cycles in the Garden.
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