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• USDA has allocated $25 million to State agencies 

for equipment assistance grants.

• ODE received an allocation of $235,428.00.

• The grants will allow recipients to purchase new, 

or repair or renovate existing, equipment to (1) 

serve healthier meals, (2) improve food safety, 

and (3) expand access to food services.

 

The FY 2015 Agriculture Appropriations Act 
provided $25 million to State agencies (SA). 
SAs must use the funds to “competitively 
award equipment assistance grants to 
eligible [sponsors] participating in the 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP).” 
Recipients can use the grant dollars to 
purchase new, or repair or renovate 
existing, equipment to serve healthier 
meals that meet the updated meal 
patterns, with an emphasis on more fruits 
and vegetables in school meals, improve 
food safety, and expand access. SP 26-
2015: Fiscal year 2015 National School 
Lunch Program Equipment Assistance 
Grants for School Food Authorities (March 
6, 2015). 
 
The USDA previously distributed 
equipment grants under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA) and the FY 2010, FY 2013, and FY 
2014 Agriculture Appropriations Acts. This 
was done, in part, because outdated food 
service equipment can pose a barrier to 
serving healthier school meals on a large 
scale. 
 
(While we can’t be absolutely certain at 
this time whether the grants will continue, 
the USDA’s FY 2016 Budget Summary & 
Annual Performance Plan included funds 
for another round of equipment grants.) 



 
Address the USDA’s funding goals for the 
equipment grants. 
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• Equipment means tangible, nonexpendable 

personal property (including information 

technology systems) having a useful life of more 

than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or 

more per unit. 2 CFR 200.33.

• For example, dishwashers, ovens, or beverage 

coolers are equipment. Plastic flatware or meal 

counting software are not equipment.

 

The definition of “equipment” changed on 

December 26, 2014, as part of a massive 

overhaul of the administrative regulations 

for Federal grant-making intended to 

reduce the volume of financial management 

regulations for Federal grants by 75%, the 

administrative burdens on grantees, and the 

risk of waste, fraud, and abuse. These new 

regulations, collectively called the Uniform 

Administrative Requirements, Cost 

Principles, and Audit Requirements for 

Federal Awards (or more commonly the 

Super-Circular or Omni-Circular), apply to 

new federal grants and funding increases to 

existing awards made on or after December 

26, 2014. 

 

“Equipment” was formerly limited to 

tangible property such as dishwashers and 

beverage coolers, but the new definition 

encompasses both tangible property and 

information technology systems. As used in 

the definition of “equipment,” “information 

technology systems” means computing 

devices, ancillary equipment, software, 

firmware, and similar procedures, services 

(including support services), and related 

resources.” 2 CFR 200.58. “Computing 

devices” is defined at 2 CFR 200.20. 

 

Grant recipients may use their grant dollars 

to purchase new equipment, or repair or 

renovate equipment they already own. 

Ancillary costs associated with the 

purchase, repair, or renovation of 



equipment, such as taxes or delivery and 

installation costs, can be added to the cost 

of the equipment in order to reach the 

minimum acquisition cost of $5,000. 
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• April 7, 2015: Announcement and Request for Applications

• April 17, 2015: Informational webinar at 10:00 a.m.

• April 24, 2015: Last day for technical assistance from CNP

• May 8, 2015: Completed applications due by no later than 

4:00 p.m.

• May 11-15, 2015: Applications reviewed and scored by 

CNP

• May 18, 2015: Applicants notified of preliminary awards

• May 20, 2014: Final announcement of recipients and 

awards
 

Applicants’ completed applications and any 
supporting materials must be received by 
ODE by no later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 
May 8, 2015. Applications and materials 
that arrive after 4:00 p.m. on May 8th will 
not be accepted or eligible for 
consideration, even if they were 
postmarked on May 8th. 
 
Applications may be submitted by mail or 
email. Applications submitted by fax will 
not be accepted. ODE’s email system 
blocks attachments which exceed 5 MB. If 
you send your organization’s grant 
application electronically, consider using 
ODE’s Secure File Transfer site because it 
can deliver attachments up to 1 GB. Links 
to the Secure File Transfer site are 
provided in the Equipment Grant Request 
for Applications and on ODE’s district site. 
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Application must be submitted on behalf of a high 

need school.

• High need schools are defined as schools where 

50% or more of the enrolled students are eligible for 

free or reduced price meals

Eligible sponsors must give priority to those schools 

that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment 

Assistance Grant.

 

Eligible sponsors must give priority to 
those schools that did not receive a 
previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant 
under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act  of 2009 (ARRA) and the 
FY 2010, FY 2013, and FY 2014 Agriculture 
Appropriations Acts.  
 
Priority will be given to high need schools, 
such as schools in underserved areas, 
schools with limited access to other 
resources, and age of the school’s food 
service equipment, where 50% of more the 
enrolled students are eligible for free or 
reduced price meals. 
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To be considered complete, the sponsor’s application 

must include:

• Complete Equipment grant application form; 

• A narrative in which the sponsor addresses the 

five grant objectives; and

• A Smarter Lunchrooms Self-Assessment 2014 

Scorecard.

 

Refer to the Request for Applications for a 
more detailed listing of all of the required 
elements. 
 
In their narratives, sponsors must clearly 
and convincingly explain why their 
proposal should be funded. They should 
describe the equipment they intend to 
purchase if they receive a grant, and 
explain how the equipment will help them 
satisfy one or more of the five grant 
objectives listed on the next slide and 
improve the overall quality of their food 
service program. Sponsors are encouraged 
to provide photographs, diagrams, 
manufacturer fact sheets, and other 
documentation as attachments in support 
of their applications, as well as share 
information about the current equipment 
they would repair, renovate, or replace – 
such as its age, condition, or prior repairs – 
if they received a grant. A total of 100 
points is possible in this section of the 
sponsor’s application. 
 
Sponsors are encouraged to work 
collaboratively with parents, teachers, 
students, and others to identify and 
implement strategies for meeting 
equipment, infrastructure, and training 
needs. 



 
 

Slide 7 
Grant objectives

7

• Realize a meaningful impact on nutrition and quality 

of meals served;

• Improve the safety of food served;

• Improve the overall energy or water efficiency of the 

sponsor’s food service program;

• Improve or expand participation in the NSLP or SBP;

• Contribute to the sponsor’s Smarter Lunchroom 

strategy

 

Sponsors must address the objectives 
listed on the this slide in their narratives. A 
total of 100 points is possible in this 
section of the sponsor’s application. 
 
Describe how the equipment that the 
sponsor intends to purchase with their 
grant dollars will improve the nutrition and 
quality of meals served. (25 points) 
Example: purchasing steamer-ovens to 
replace deep fryers, or repairing 
refrigerated buffet tables. 
 
Describe how the equipment that the 
sponsor intends to purchase with their 
grant dollars will improve the safety of 
food served in the sponsor’s school meal 
programs. (20 points) Example: purchasing 
new milk chillers, or renovating walk-in 
freezers. 
 
Describe how the equipment that the 
sponsor intends to purchase with their 
grant dollars will contribute towards 
improving the overall energy or water 
efficiency of the sponsor’s food service 
program. (15 points) Include copy of the 
Energy Star or Water Sense certification, 
energy label, and other documentation 
disclosing the product’s efficiency. 
Example: purchasing and installing a new 
water and energy efficient dishwasher or 
replacing an old hot food holding cabinet 



with a new Energy Star certified hot food 
holding cabinet.  
 
Describe how the equipment that the 
sponsor intends to purchase with their 
grant dollars will contribute towards 
improving or expanding participation in 
either the NSLP or the SBP, or both. (20 
points) Example: repairing an outdoor 
cooktop, or purchasing new insulated bags 
or carts for serving hot or cold meals in the 
classroom.  
 
Describe how the equipment that the 
sponsor intends to purchase with their 
grant dollars will contribute towards the 
sponsor’s Smarter Lunchroom strategy. 
Include a copy of the sponsor’s strategy for 
implementing or operating a Smarter 
Lunchroom, and a completed Smarter 

Lunchrooms Self‑Assessment. (20 points) 
Example: purchasing new point-of-sale 
software or hardware or additional mobile 
tables for adding more fruit and vegetable 
stations along the line. 
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• Review committee scores all eligible applications.

• Applications that best address this program’s 

priorities will score higher.

• You may be contacted for clarification or additional 

information.

• Applicants whose grant requests were denied will 

be notified in writing.

 

The review committee will score all eligible 
applications based on the information 
provided and included in the submitted 
application. Applications that best address 
this program’s priorities will score higher 
than those that less meet the goals of this 
RFA. The committee will use your 
responses, narrative, and supporting 
documents to evaluate and determine 
ranking. 
 
When reviewing your application, the 
committee will evaluate the clarity of your 
submission and the demonstrated need for 
the requested equipment. During the 
process you may be contacted for 
clarification or additional information. 
Processing of your submission may be 
delayed until the requested information is 
received.  
  



After review and final scoring, award 
recipients will be notified and asked to 
confirm award. General announcement of 
the awards will be made after acceptance 
of awards is received from the sponsors.  
  
Applicants whose grant requests were 
denied by the committee or by 
disqualification will be notified in writing. 
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Sponsors who receive a grant:

• Must comply with all applicable Federal, state, 

and local procurement laws and procedures 

when purchasing equipment with grant dollars.

• Are encouraged to take advantage of cooperative 

or volume purchase agreements, as well as other 

grants or incentives available through public and 

private entities

 

Sponsors must also ensure that their 
procurement activities are conducted in a 
manner that provides, to the maximum 
extent possible, open and free 
competition. If you have questions about 
procurement procedures please contact 
your procurement office, or Su Fennern, 
ODE’s Contracting Officer, contact 
information is at the end of this 
presentation. 
 
Related grants or incentives may be 
available through public and private 
entities such as ODE, the Oregon 
Department of Energy, or the Energy Trust 
of Oregon. 
 
Equipment competitively procured with 
grant dollars must be necessary, 
reasonable, and allocable to the sponsor’s 
food service program.  
 
The purchase of equipment not included in 

the approved project budget is allowable 

only if it is specifically approved 

beforehand by the Agency and there is 

documentation to support that the purchase 

is necessary and reasonable to carry out 

project activities. 
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Sponsors that receive a grant must submit quarterly 

progress activity reports addressing:

• Progress towards expending the funds, including 

any challenges or accomplishments;

• Types of equipment purchased by the sponsor and 

the impacts that equipment had on the program;

• Reasons why the sponsor has not yet liquidated its 

grant dollars; and, if applicable,

• Return of equipment purchased with grant dollars

 

Quarterly reports must address the 
following: 

• The sponsor’s progress towards 
expending the funds; 

• The types of equipment purchased by 
the sponsor; 

• Any accomplishments or challenges in 
the sponsor’s expenditure activities; 

• Any impacts the purchased equipment 
has had on the sponsor’s food service 
program; 

• If applicable, whether the sponsor has 
or is considering returning equipment 
purchased with grant dollars; and 

• Reasons for any unliquidated funds. 
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Sponsors that receive a grant must provide ODE with:

• Signed confirmation of sponsor’s adherence to 

applicable procurement laws and procedures;

• Invoices detailing equipment purchased, charges for 

shipping, handling, and installation, and dates of 

delivery and installation; and

• The date when equipment was first used toward 

meeting grant objectives

 

Sponsors that receive a grant must retain 
their grant files and supporting 
documentation for a term of three years 
after final payment. 
 
Equipment purchased under this program 
may not be gifted, given, granted, leased, 
sold, or transferred to any individual not 
eligible to apply for grant dollars. 
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• June 15, 2015: Evaluations of equipment 
purchased with grant dollars due to CNP (required 
for reimbursement)

• July 1, 2016: Last day for returning unliquidated 
grant dollars to ODE from grant recipients

• September 30, 2016: ODE must return 
unliquidated grant dollars to FNS

• September 30, 2017: Deadline for completing all 
procurement and expenditure activities

 

ODE may reallocate returned funds and, if 
applicable, any funds not previously 
awarded to eligible applicants. Upon 
exhausting the list of eligible applicants, 
and submitting a justification to the 
regional Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) 
office, ODE will provide additional funds to 
eligible sponsors that were partially funded 
during the initial application. Additional 
funds will be awarded starting with higher 
scoring sponsors. 
 
The performance period for the grant is 
two years (September 30, 2017).  
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Sponsors who apply for a grant must comply with 

various federal requirements regarding:

• Grant and award management;

• Procurement;

• Nondiscrimination; and

• Transparency.

For the full listing, refer to the FY 2015 NSLP 

Equipment Grant Request for Applications

 

Equipment purchased under this program 
may not be gifted, given, granted, leased, 
sold, or transferred to any individual not 
eligible to apply for grant dollars. 
 
Sponsors must also comply with state and 
local laws and policies concerning 
procurement. Ask your local procurement 
officer, or ODE’s Su Fennern, if you have 
questions. 
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For more information…

• The USDA’s FY 2015 NSLP Equipment 

Assistance Grant webpage: 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/fy2015-nslp-equipment-

assistance-grants-sfas

• USDA FNS Memo SP 26-2015: Fiscal Year 

2015 National School Lunch Program 

Equipment Assistance Grants for School Food 

Authorities (March 6, 2015)
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• ODE’s Secure File Transfer site: 

https://district.ode.state.or.us

• NFSMI Equipment Purchasing & Facility Design 

for School Nutrition Programs

• ODOE’s Energy Services for Schools

• Energy Trust of Oregon

• Oregon Procurement Information Network

 

The National Food Service Management 
Institute (NFSMI) has resources available 
on its website to help sponsors with 
purchasing foodservice equipment. Visit 
NFSMI’s Equipment Purchasing and Facility 
Design for School Nutrition Programs page 
for links to forms, courses, and more. 
 
The Oregon Department of Energy (ODOE) 
has resources available to help schools 
identify equipment or improvements 
supporting energy efficiency. For more 
information contact ODOE’s Schools 
Program Coordinator, Jonathon Belmont, 
at (503) 373-7947, or 
jonathon.belmont@state.or.us. 
 
The Energy Trust of Oregon has resources 



for Oregon’s schools. The Trust offers 
incentives and guidance on selecting 
energy and water efficient equipment. Visit 
the Energy Trust online to find out if your 
equipment is eligible for rebates or 
incentives, or to gather more information 
about your equipment selection and 
preferences. 
 
The Smarter Lunchrooms Movement has 
information about lunchroom design, 
equipment purchasing and placement, and 
other topics designed to help schools 
improve students’ eating behaviors and 
health. The Smarter Lunchroom Movement 
was started with the goal of creating 
sustainable, research-based lunchrooms 
that guide smarter choices. 
 
The Oregon Procurement Information 
Network (ORPIN) provides access to 
procurement and contracting information 
issued by the State of Oregon, local 
governments, and political subdivisions. It 
also features a current pricing contract 
with Curtis Restaurant Equipment available 
to aid in cost assessment of equipment. 
Contact Lori Doke, Department of 
Administrative Services, at (503) 373-1566 
or lori.doke@das.state.or.us 
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Procurement Questions:

Su Fennern, ODE’s Contracting Officer, 

(503) 947-5849 or su.fennern@state.or.us

Grant Questions:

Matt Barber, School Financial Specialist, 

(503) 947-5939 or matt.barber@state.or.us
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, 

employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national 

origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable 

political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all 

or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or 

protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity 

conducted or funded by the Department.  (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all 

programs and/or employment activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete 

the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint form, found online at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, 

or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form.  You may also write a letter containing all 

of the information requested in the form.  Send your completed complaint form or 

letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of 

Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax 

(202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact 

USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 

(Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

 

 

 


