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My Story 
• 32 yrs. FSMC 

–Past 20/FSD 
–Coach 

• Eugene: 
–19 Gardens; 
– Master Gardener 

 

 

 



“F2SSG” Overview 
•Geographic Preference 
•School Garden ID / 
•Garden Food Safety 
•Farm to School Grants 
•Harvest for Schools 
 



Geographic Preference 
•All food programs must procure 
food in a fair process as to not 
exclude anyone 

•Preferential pts. can be awarded 
for local food (you define local) 

•You can’t restrict competition 
 
 



Geographic Preference 
•See ODE F2S website: Farm to 
School section / Purchasing for 
help! 
 
 



School Garden ID project 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The very first question I got when I started this job in September was “how many school gardens are there in Oregon?”  This was a very hard question to answer, as there are almost 2,000 schools in Oregon.  Gardens have come and gone, and are in different stages of implementation.  The only real way to find this out was to call EACH and EVERY school in Oregon!So, we did this over the course of a couple months and found out that there are 394 gardens at the moment in approximately 1,200 “properties” that could host a garden.  (of the 2,000 gardens – many are multiple schools under one roof or shared schools within one property.  Also there are virtual schools, ESD’s, Private schools in this mix.  Once those are eliminated I came to the 1,200 number). I mapped the information and created an interactive map where you can click on it, and get specific information such as contact information, so we can better disseminate information to the gardens. Also, we have a starting point now where we can report on the progress of our goal of increasing the school gardens in Oregon. If you were wondering what this would look like if it were broken out by county:  (change slide)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 All of this (school garden info) can be found on ODE’s school garden website:  www.ode.state.or.us/go/f2sgardens  then click on the “School Garden” box (I’ll show you what that looks like on the next slide. Also, I’d like to bring to your attention the Harvest for schools area that Megan shared with you.  This is the place you can find that link.  OR, if you have trouble remembering, you can just google OREGON HARVEST FOR SCHOOLS  in the search box as shown above. 



ODE Farm To School Website:  www.ode.state.or.us/go/f2sgardens 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 All of this (school garden info) can be found on ODE’s school garden website:  www.ode.state.or.us/go/f2sgardens  then click on the “School Garden” box (I’ll show you what that looks like on the next slide. Also, I’d like to bring to your attention the Harvest for schools area that Megan shared with you.  This is the place you can find that link.  OR, if you have trouble remembering, you can just google OREGON HARVEST FOR SCHOOLS  in the search box as shown above. 

http://www.ode.state.or/go/f2sgardens


Find this stuff here! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 When you click on the school garden link, it brings you here:  A screenshot of the map is on our website, as well as the excel database. Plans to enable the link to the “real” interactive map are in the works now.  Hopefully this will be up and running soon on the same spot in our website. There is a plan underway to get this information updated automatically with the NSLP application/renewal process every year. 



To be represented in the Oregon School Garden Map! 



“But I can’t because….” 

No Space:  Reike Elementary PDX 



“But I can’t because….” 

No Space:  Trillium 
Elementary West Linn, 
Rooftop Garden 



“But I can’t because….” 

We have a specialized crop that we can’t grow in our area:  
Texas Rice patty & Crawfish farm 



“But I can’t because….” 

No space: Do what you do best!  Cranberry bog in Port Orford 
Down the road  



“But I can’t because….” 

It’s too cold here! 



“But I can’t because….” 

It’s too cold here:  Indoor hydroponics herb garden, Sisters HS.  
(*actual image died with my phone when it got ran over!)  



“But I can’t because….” 

It’s too cold here / No room:   
Windowsill gardens Part 1 



“But I can’t because….” 

It’s too cold here / No room:  
Windowsill gardens part 2 



“But I can’t because….” 

Too Much Room, Garden 
is too much work: 
Lebanon Orchard 



Again, quite shocking!! 



Why do we care again? 

• Garden food safety issues, 
continued 

• LARGEST COMPLAINT – 
roadblock has to do with Liability to 
serve safe food.  We’re ALL liable! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 On the previous screen, you will be able to find two good resources:  SG Start – up tipsSG Food Safety checklist



Garden Food Safety 
• Here you go! 

 
 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I just happen to have that for you! It’s only good if you use it, not intended to sit on your shelf!





Farm to School Grant Update 
• It’s a GREAT time to be associated with Farm to 

School! 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The legislation provided $200,000 for ODE to make grants to school districts; for them to purchase and serve products produced or processed Locally.  For the purpose of this grant, locally is defined as “Oregon.”  Also, the other part of the grant was to do food-based, agriculture-based and garden-based educational activities. ONLY IF REQUESTED:  Total dollars requested of the awarded schools: $336,625    Total dollars awarded: $189,140 (after 2% admin costs)



Farm to School Grant Update 
• First round: Twenty School Districts applied for 

the grant 
• More would have applied if there were more 

funds available 
• Eleven school districts were awarded 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The legislation provided $200,000 for ODE to make grants to school districts; for them to purchase and serve products produced or processed Locally.  For the purpose of this grant, locally is defined as “Oregon.”  Also, the other part of the grant was to do food-based, agriculture-based and garden-based educational activities. ONLY IF REQUESTED:  Total dollars requested of the awarded schools: $336,625    Total dollars awarded: $189,140 (after 2% admin costs)



Exciting next step! 
• Last Year’s Pilot Grant: Awarded: just under 

$200,000; able to award just a handful of schools 
• Only a few months to spend the $ 
• This Year:  we got $1.2 Million!  
• Awarded to 19 schools, including two largest in the 

state: PDX and Salem; two year process 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sherman County SD was the only recipient to receive funding exclusively for garden-based programs rather than procurement, due to the district’s extremely remote location and lack of distribution options.  They are developing a hydroponics system to produce food for their school meals.That’s all of the awarded schools.  Kasandra will be sharing more about the next steps in this project after me.  Now I’d like to switch gears and talk about my next subject, our school garden ID project



Highlights of Awarded Schools –last year 

Bend 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grants went to school districts that represent a variety of sizes and geographic locationsSchools are purchasing Oregon beef, seafood, as well as grains, fresh/frozen produce and local processed foods.  For some specifics on individual awardees.  I’ll highlight briefly what some of these programs are doing.REMINDER, I will go through these quickly.  The slide show will be available on our website if you would like to download it and go through it slower!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grants went to school districts that represent a variety of sizes and geographic locationsSchools are purchasing Oregon beef, seafood, as well as grains, fresh/frozen produce and local processed foods.  For some specifics on individual awardees.  I’ll highlight briefly what some of these programs are doing.REMINDER, I will go through these quickly.  The slide show will be available on our website if you would like to download it and go through it slower!



Highlights of Awarded Schools 
• Bethel School District (Eugene)   Awarded: $26,420 

(5,654 students) Oregon-grown items will take center 
stage at the center of the plate (highlighting grass-
fed beef) , and comprehensive Farm to School 
education and supplemental food and resources to 
families will encourage rousing student approval. 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Eugene, Bethel SD is highlighting grass fed beef as well as a comprehensive F2S educational piece.



Bethel: Harvest of the Month 



Bethel 



Bethel 





Bethel 



Bethel 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
.



Highlights of Awarded Schools 
• Bend-La Pine School District  Awarded: $27,327 

(16,326 students) This semester, Bend-La Pine’s 
“boat to school” program will set sail to procure fish 
from Oregon aquaculture for school lunch, 
strengthening the district’s relationship with 
Oregon’s coastal economy. 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bend/LaPine SD is doing a unique BOAT TO SCHOOL program highlighting seafood from the Coast! 



Bend-LaPine 



Bend-LaPine 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



 
 
 

Thank you! 
Feel free to contact 
me at: 
 
Rick Sherman 
Oregon Department of Education 
Farm to School/School Garden Coordinator 
503.947.5863 
rick.sherman@state.or.us 



In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from 

discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, or disability. 

  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 

Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 

(Voice).  Individuals who are hearing impaired or have 
speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 

employer. 
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