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News from the Coordinator! 
 
Welcome Back!  I hope you had a great summer and are enjoying the start of a new 
school year.   As we move forward into another year, I would like to talk about your 
personal opportunity to help schools and families build capacity by sharing your 
unique knowledge as therapists and educators. 
 
As experts working with children who have multiple disabilities, you raise 
awareness to help improve a child’s ability to learn and participate. You hold a 
holistic view of the child including their motor, visual, perceptual, sensory and 
cognitive abilities and how these complications may limit their participation. Most 
of our students not only have orthopedic impairments; they have multiple 
impairments.  We help build capacity by collaborating with the educational team to 
impart our unique knowledge base to improve student performance. 
 
In Jan Tecklin’s book, Pediatric Physical Therapy, she lists the stress limiting 
strategies often used by both educators and medical clinicians (Berlin & Fowkes).  
By using a collaborative model, we build capacity by imparting our knowledge to 
families and educators to improve an individual child’s participation in school and 
life. 
 
Listen sympathetically and with understanding of the families (or teachers) 
perception of the situation. 
Explain your perception of the situation 

Acknowledge and discuss the similarities and differences between the two 
perceptions. 
Recommend interventions. 

Negotiate an agreement on the interventions. 
 

TIES 2012 Update and TIES 2013 Keynote Announced! 
On April 16-17, 2012, we hosted the 26th Annual Therapy in Educational Settings 
Conference at the Valley River Inn.  One hundred seventy-five therapists and 
educators from Oregon and Washington participated.  
 
Judith Schoonover from Loudoun County Public Schools in Virginia led us through 
“Students with Disabilities SET to Succeed: With your Help, Yes They Can!”  As 
Judith stated: 

• All Children can learn with the right supports. 
• Meaningful participation can be facilitated by altering access, content and 
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Coming Events 

 
Seminar for Feeding Teams 
December 3 & 4, 2012 
Holiday Inn Wilsonville 

Two-Day Keynote “The Get 
Permission Trust Approach to 
Sensory Mealtime Challenges” by 
Marsha Dunn Klein, MEd., OTR/L. 
For more information, visit our 
website at www.rsoi.org 

Handwriting without Tears 
Pre-K Readiness & Writing and 
 K-5 Workshop  
January 18 – 19, 2013 
Portland, OR 
http://www.hwtears.com/hwt  
 
Combined Sections Meeting for 
APTA 
January 21 – 24, 2013 
San Diego, CA 
http://www.apta.org/csm/ 
 
Oregon Physical Therapy 
Association Annual Conference 
April 13 – 14, 2013 
Sheraton Portland Hotel 
http://www.opta.org/  
 
Therapy in Educational Settings 
Conference - TIES 
April 15 – 16, 2013 
Valley River Inn, Eugene 
www.rsoi.org 
 
AOTA Conference & Expo 
April 25 – 28, 2013 
San Diego, CA 
http://www.aota.org/ConfandEve
nts/2013conference.aspx 
 
United Cerebral Palsy Annual 
Conference 
April 24 – 27, 2013 
San Diego, CA 
 
11th Annual Symposium 
Sensory Processing Disorder 
Foundation 
Nov. 12-14, 2013 
Seattle, WA 

materials. 
• Matching needs with the environmental tools from cradle to career is a skill and a 

challenge. 
• Children with disabilities are at risk for lower participation in ordinary activities at 

home and in the community. 
• Simple, low-tech solutions may be overlooked in favor of complex devices with 

more features than are necessary. 
As valuable members of the educational team, you help children participate more 
fully in learning activities and increase their achievement and self-esteem.   
 

Award Winners 
  
Congratulations to Elaine Toper,OTR/L and Gina Glyshaw, OT/L!  Both were 
recipients of the Judy Rowe Exemplary Therapist Award for their dedication working 
with children.   

 
New to TIES this year was the Michelle Sullivan-Smith 
Award for Physical Therapy Assistants and Occupational 
Therapy Assistants.  The recipients of this award were 
Kari Hill, COTA and Terry McIntosh, PTA.  Congratulations 
to both of you! 
 
Please be thinking of a therapist or assistant you would 
like to nominate for these awards. 
 

Pictured is Diana Roberts, the previous Coordinator for RSOI receiving a special 
award recognizing her many contributions to children, families and educators 
throughout Oregon.   
 

Coming in April – TIES 2013 
  

We are looking forward to the next TIES Conference set for 
April 15 & 16, 2013 at the Valley River Inn, Eugene. Please 
mark your calendars.   Our Keynote Presenter will be Mary 
Massery, PT, DPT, DSc., presenting on Breathing & Postural 
Control on Day Two.  Call for presenters for breakout sessions 

on DAY ONE will be available online at www.rsoi.org after December 1, 2012. 
Online registration materials will be available after February 15, 2012, also on the 
RSOI website. 
 

Feeding Seminar – December 3 & 4, 2012 – Register NOW! 
  
Marsha Dunn Klein, MEd, OTR/L will be presenting “The Get Permission Trust 
Approach to Mealtimes and Sensory Treatment.”    
 
“Get Permission” is an approach to mealtimes and feeding treatment which is 
based on the foundation of trust in a feeding relationship. It supports children who 
have sensory mealtime challenges in moving forward with mealtime goals with 
trust, enjoyment and confidence. It follows the child’s lead with creative and 
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www.spdfoundation.net 
 
 

Web Trainings 
Collaborating for Student 
Success: A Guide 
For School-Based Occupational 
Therapy 
Self-Paced Clinical Course 
2 AOTA CEUs 
Order #3023 
http://store.aota.org/view/?SKU=3023 
or call: 877-404-AOTA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sensitive mealtime treatment strategies. This workshop is relationship based and 
focuses on children who have complicated sensory challenges including those who 
are very worried about the sensory aspects of feeding, children who are 
inexperienced or who have had scary oral sensory experiences, who are fed by 
tube, have visual impairments or are on the autism spectrum. It supports an 
approach of getting oral sensory permission as a foundation to oral motor 
treatment. The workshop is filled with practical mealtime and treatment 
suggestions.  
 

This is a two-day Seminar. There are no one-day registrations. $175 
fee for both days, includes lunch.   
 
Registration now open  by clicking on the following link: 
http://www.rsoi.org/Documents/Seminar for Feeding Teams 
Registration Flyer 2012.pdf 

 

Celebrating Achievement 
  

I would like to introduce you to a third grade 
student, Brayden Mitchell.  Brayden was born 
with multiple issues including arthrogryposis 
affecting his ability to move and breathe.  He 
had an 86 degree scoliosis and severe 
plagiocephaly. After multiple surgeries to save 
his life, including a vertical expandable titanium 
rib cage (VEPTR), he now enjoys life as a busy 
eight year old in the third grade.  At the age of 
one, Brayden began learning to drive a power 

chair and became an accomplished driver by preschool.  This was done through a 
partnership with the family, Shriners Hospital and 
his early intervention therapists.  During preschool, 
Brayden developed a love of reading, becoming a 
fan of the Harry Potter Series.   
 
Knowing the importance of school success included 
some assistive technology to increase his ability to 
participate more fully in his education, his team 
successfully wrote a CATO grant for a laptop 
computer and some much needed software to 
increase his reading comprehension skills. This 
grant was a group effort including his teachers and 
therapists. Brayden is currently participates fully in 
his regular education program with the appropriate 
supports and accommodations from his educational 
team. 
 
Although Brayden does things a little differently when it comes to accessing his 
school environment, it is a joy to watch him interact with his peers and teachers. To 
learn more about Brayden as the Ambassador for the 2011 Mercy Foundation, click 
on the link above.    
 

For more information 
Plagiocephaly 

www.plagiocephaly.info/faqs
/what_is_plagiocephaly.htm 

 
VEPTR 

http://www.veptr.com 
 

CATO GRANTS 
www.educationtechpoints.or

g/about-us 
 

Mercy Foundation 
http://www.mercygiving.org

/festoftrees.html 
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Lending Library – NEW Items! 
 

 
iPad available on loan from the RSOI Lending Library 
Apps to help increase student participation 
Item #4580 
 
 
 
 

2006 Edition 
Feeding and Nutrition for the Child with Special Needs 
Marsha Dunn Klein 
Item #4230 
 
 

 
1001 Pediatric Treatment Activities: 
Creative Ideas for Therapy Sessions 
By Avelet H. Danto 
Recently ordered – Item # coming soon 
 
 
 
Respiratory Management of the Patient with Quadriplegia 
By Mary Massery, PT, DPT, DSc, www.masserypt.com 
Item #4421 
 
 

 
Please contact Kim Philpott at kim.philpott@douglasesd.k12.or.us or call 541-440-
4759 to borrow one of the items above. 
 

Statewide Equipment Loan 
If you need equipment for students you are working for, please contact Connie 
Hector at connie.hector@douglasesd.k12.or.us. We will put out a statewide email 
to see if equipment you need is available for loan from another program or district 
in the state. 
 

Listserve Coming Soon 
  
We will be hosting a Statewide OI Listserve in the near future.  Details will be 
coming to you soon for information on how to join! 
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