
Instructional Support Resource: Language Modeling  
 

 “Teaching Vocabulary in Storybooks: Embedding Explicit 
Vocabulary Instruction for Young Children” describes strategies for 

helping children acquire new vocabulary.  By Elizabeth J. Spencer, 
Howard Goldstein and Ruth Kaminski, it was originally published in Young 

Exceptional Children 2012 15:18 and is available on-line at: 
http://www.crtiec.org/aboutcrtiec/documents/SpencerGoldsteinKaminski20

12.pdf 
 

This resource helps teachers provide language modeling by: 

 Explicitly extending  children’s understanding of language that is new to them; 

 Introducing new words by linking them to concepts children already understand; and  

 Clarifying new and unfamiliar words by relating them to everyday objects and experiences. 
 

This resource can be used to support children’s development in the following areas. 
 

From State of Oregon/Head Start Child Development and 
Early Learning Framework 

From Common Core State Standards for Kindergarten 

Literacy Knowledge & Skills--Book Appreciation and 
Knowledge 

 Asks and answers questions and makes comments 
about print materials.  

 

Language Development –Receptive Language 

 Comprehends increasingly complex and varied 
vocabulary.  

 Uses increasingly complex and varied vocabulary.  
 

Language Development –Expressive Language 

 Uses language to express ideas and needs.  
 
Logic & Reasoning – Reasoning and Problem Solving 

 Uses past knowledge to build new knowledge.  
 

English Language Arts – Reading – Literature & Informational 
Text – Craft and Structure 

 Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 
text. 

 

English Language Arts – Language – Vocabulary Acquisition 
and Use 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content. 

 With guidance and support from adults, explore word 
relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

 Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts. 

 

“Teaching Vocabulary in Storybooks: Embedding Explicit Vocabulary Instruction for Young 
Children” provides “evidence-based recommendations” for embedding vocabulary instruction in story 
time.  The authors present three clear steps for teaching children new words when reading aloud: 

 identifying words to teach; 

 planning brief, engaging instructional activities; and  

 making a plan to assess children’s learning.    
Also included are tips for differentiating instruction for children with disabilities, dual language learners, or 
others with specific needs or challenges.  
 

Suggestions for Using this Resource 

 Create a template for a “Vocabulary Notes Plan” based on the “Put it into action” suggestions (p.27)  
“Table 2: Framework for Specific Vocabulary Instruction” (p. 24); and “Figure 1: Tara’s Notes for 
Corduroy” (p. 26).   

 After teachers have had a chance to read and discuss the article, ask each of them to select a book 
they’d like to use to teach vocabulary.  Provide them with the template and ask them create and try 
out their plans in the classroom.    

 Bring the group back together to share their plans and experiences.  Invite staff to make copies of 
their plans to share with colleagues.  

 Make it an ongoing project to create/copy vocabulary instruction plans for frequently used books. 
Consider placing the plans on the backs or inside covers of books throughout the program.   
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