
Instructional Support Resource: Quality Feedback & Concept 
Development 

“Measuring Experiences for Young Children” presents classroom activities that 
support children’s understanding of measurement concepts.  By Juanita Copley, 
Kristin Glass, Linda Nix, et al, it was originally published in the journal “Teaching 
Children Mathematics” (February 2004).  Now available on the Head Start Early 

Learning & Knowledge Center website at:  
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-

system/teaching/eecd/Domains%20of%20Child%20Development/Mathematics/Me
asurementArticle.pdf 

 

This resource helps teachers provide quality feedback and support concept development by: 

 Encouraging children to talk about their thinking, responses and actions; 

 Asking why and how questions and following up on children’s responses;  

 Engaging children in problem solving, predicting/experimenting, and evaluating;  

 Connecting/integrating concepts across experiences and activities;  

 Providing opportunities to apply learning to relevant real-world situations. 
 

This resource can be used to support children’s development in the following areas. 
 

From State of Oregon/Head Start Child Development and 
Early Learning Framework 

From Common Core State Standards for Kindergarten 

Mathematics Knowledge & Skills--Measurement & Comparison 

 Compares objects using attributes of length, weight 
and size.  

 Orders objects by size or length. Uses nonstandard 
and standard techniques and tools to measure and 
compare. 

 

Mathematics Knowledge & Skills--Number Concepts & 
Quantities 

 Recognizes numbers and quantities in the everyday 
environment.  

 

Science Knowledge & Skills – Scientific Skills & Method 

  Collects, describes, and records information through 
discussions, drawings, maps, and charts.  

 

Logic & Reasoning—Reasoning & Problem Solving 

 Seeks multiple solutions to a question, task, or 
problem. 

Mathematics - Measurement & Data - Describe and compare 
measureable attributes 

 Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as 
length or weight. Describe several measurable 
attributes of a single object. 

 Directly compare two objects with a measurable 
attribute in common, to see which object has “more 
of”/“less of” the attribute, and describe the 
difference.  

 

Mathematics – Counting & Cardinality – Count to tell the 
number of objects 

 Understand the relationship between numbers and 
quantities; connect counting to cardinality. 

 Count to answer “how many?” questions about as 
many as 20 things arranged in a line, a rectangular 
array, or a circle, or as many as 10 things in a 
scattered configuration. 

 

“Measuring Experiences for Young Children” describes five different classroom experiences teachers 
can use to help children develop their understanding of measurement:  

 Quilt Cover (area with emphasis on length 
measurement);  

 Buildings and the Runaway Gerbil (length, 
height and area); 

 

 Totem Pole Teddy Bears (height);  

 Big Bill & Little Larry (length); and 

 Car Races (distance). 

Suggestions for Using this Resource 

 As they read the descriptions of classroom activities in the article, ask group members to use an 
observational tool (such as the CLASS

©
) to highlight examples of teachers using appropriate 

instructional support strategies.  Review and discuss their findings when the group comes together. 

 Ask individuals and/or teaching teams to select one of the five activities to use in their own 
classrooms.  Encourage them to make observations, take photographs and/or write up a description 
of what happened when they tried the activity.  Bring the group together to present their experiences. 
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