
Instructional Support Resource: Concept Development 
 

“Finding the Math” materials focus on ways adults can explore math concepts with 
children in everyday situations. From the Office of Head Start, retrieved, Aug. 2012  

 “Finding the Math in Books” http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-
system/teaching/eecd/Curriculum/Planning/FindingMathinBooksIntro_%203_10_
08_final.pdf 

 “A Family Note on Finding the Math” http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-
system/teaching/eecd/Curriculum/Planning/Family_note_math_all_3_10_08_fina
l.pdf 

 

This resource helps teachers support concept development by: 

 Finding/exploring mathematical concepts with children that are related to their everyday lives; and 

 Helping children connect abstract ideas to real-life objects and experiences. 
 

This resource can be used to support children’s development in the following areas. 
 

From State of Oregon/Head Start Child 
Development and Early Learning Framework 

From Common Core State Standards for Kindergarten 

Mathematics Knowledge & Skills--Number Concepts 
& Quantities 

 Recognizes numbers and quantities in the 
everyday environment.  

 Uses one-to-one counting and subitizing 
(identifying the number of objects without 
counting) to determine quantity. 

Mathematics Knowledge & Skills--Measurement & 
Comparison 

 Compares objects using attributes of length, 
weight and size.  

 Orders objects by size or length...  
Mathematics Knowledge & Skills--Geometry & Spatial 
Sense) 

 Recognizes and names common shapes, 
their parts, and attributes.  

 Understands directionality, order, and 
position of objects, such as up, down, in 
front, behind.  

 Compares objects in size and shape. 

Mathematics – Counting & Cardinality – Count to tell the number of 
objects 

 Count to answer “how many?” questions…  
Mathematics - Measurement & Data - Describe and compare 
measureable attributes 

 Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or 
weight…  

 Directly compare two objects with a measurable attribute in 
common, to see which object has “more of”/“less of” the 
attribute, and describe the difference.  

Mathematics – Geometry - Identify and describe shapes 

 Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes, 
and describe the relative positions of these objects using 
terms such as above, below, beside, in front of, behind…. 

Mathematics – Geometry - Analyze, compare, create, and compose 
shapes 

 Analyze and compare two- and three-dimensional shapes, in 
different sizes and orientations, using informal language to 
describe their similarities, differences, parts… and other 
attributes. 

 

“Finding the Math in Books” provides strategies for highlighting math concepts in eight different 
storybooks, including classics such as “Goodnight Moon,” “The Carrot Seed, & “Whistle for Willie.”  
 

 “A Family Note on Finding Math” is designed for parents but can also be applied in classroom settings.    
The article presents simple ideas for introducing math concepts during daily routines such as setting the 
table, picking up toys, going to the store and playing at the park.  
 

Suggestions for Using this Resource 

 Ask teachers to choose one of the books, try out the ideas with children and report back to the group.   

 Have group members work as individuals or teams to create and share their own plans for “Finding 
the Math” using other favorite books used in the program.  

 Review the suggestions for embedding math in home routines. Divide the group into teams.  Assign 
each team a classroom routine (arrival, snack, clean-up, handwashing, etc.) and have them generate 
ideas for exploring math during that part of the day.  

 Alternatively, assign each team a typical center (blocks, housekeeping, art, etc.) and ask them to list 
ideas for highlighting math concepts at that center.  Consider putting the results into a format that can 
be copied and posted in classrooms.  
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