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Schools Have Choice Between PSAT/NMSQT® or PSSS® for Some Students
What’s the difference between the PSAT/NMSQT® and the PSSS®?

The Preliminary SAT Scoring Service (PSSS®) is a non-secure administration of a previously offered PSAT/NSMQT® test.  As such, it provides the same comprehensive, personalized feedback for students and schools.
The 2009 PSSS® is the same test as the Saturday 2008 PSAT/NMSQT®.  It may be administered to Oregon tenth grade students anytime between January 15, 2009 and March 30, 2009.  However, a student may not take both the PSAT/NSMQT® and the PSSS®.
Like the PSAT/NMSQT®, the PSSS® offers schools a comprehensive analysis of students' academic strengths and weaknesses and provides students with personalized feedback and "how to improve" advice.  But, unlike the PSAT/NMSQT®, the PSSS® offers flexibility in administration which may benefit some students.
How does the PSSS® differ from the PSAT/NMSQT®?

· The PSSS® is not timed and can be administered in any manner the school desires, even over several days.
·  Students may be allowed any accommodation the school deems necessary, such as dictionary use for ELL students, extended time, individualized testing location, use of highlighters or masking, etc.
· The PSSS® is not tied to national merit or any scholarship qualification.  (National Merit and scholarship qualification is available only to juniors on the PSAT/NMSQT®.)
· Because the PSSS® allows students in special programs to use accommodations that are unavailable on the PSAT/NMSQT® it may be appropriate for some ELL students or students on IEP’s who would benefit from a testing environment tailored to suit their needs.
How does administering the PSSS® affect school operations?
· Because the PSSS® does not require standard administration, it offers schools more flexibility.  It can be administered in regular class sessions or in pull-out opportunities and students may work on shorter portions of the test over several days or weeks.

· The PSSS® does not require altering the school schedule as a whole and has minimum impact outside the classrooms where the test is being administered.

· The PSSS® can be time-consuming in the classrooms or programs where it is offered.  Some teachers may feel that the test takes away from instructional time, while others may see it as a benefit to students.
What benefits does the PSSS® offer students?
· The PSSS®, like the PSAT/NMSQT®, provides reports that allow students to compare their reasoning skills to other sophomores nationwide, shows them strengths and weaknesses in critical reading, math, and writing, and provides tips on how to improve their performance.
· It helps prepare them for admissions tests to colleges and other schools.

· It provides feedback on self-reported college major choices.
· It acquaints them with colleges via Student Search Service®;
· It gives them free access to My College QuickStart™, an online tool that provides an interactive score report, online explanations to every test question for additional practice, and a customized My SAT Study Plan™. 

· It provides access for their academic lifetime to MyRoad™, a personalized list of colleges, majors, and careers.
What benefits does the PSSS® provide staff?
· The PSSS® provides methods to help student improve their academic skills.
· Student reports create an opportunity for discussions with students and parents about academic courses.
· The school-level Summary of Answers and Skills (SOAS) is a report that aggregates test results by grade level, revealing overall group performance in each academic area tested (with 25 students minimum testing).

· Schools have access to AP Potential™ to identify students who may be successful In Advanced Placement Programs (AP®) or are ready for more rigorous course work.
Should all 10th graders in ELL or Special Education programs take the PSSS®?

No.  The PSSS® offers an opportunity for some students who cannot take the standardized PSAT/NMSQT® test but who may benefit from the experience and information provided by the non-standardized PSSS®.

Some students in ELL programs or with IEP’s may be able to take the PSAT/NMSQT® with accommodations offered by the College Board.  Other students may not be ready to take either the PSSS® or the PSAT/NMSQT® this school year.

The Oregon Department of Education will pay for all sophomores enrolled in a public school to take EITHER the PSAT/NMSQT® or PSSS®, BUT not both.  Districts who administer the PSSS® to students who have completed the PSAT/NMSQT® will be billed for the second test administered to a student in the 2008-09 school year.
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