Extended Application Standard Collection of Evidence

Annotation

CAM Area: Arts and Communication

Type of Work: Senior Seminar Experience collection of evidence related to journalism and artistic design, Magenta Soleil booklet for girls and video presentation

Overall Score:  3 (Above Standard)

Comments (i.e., where evidence is found and quality of evidence):

Relevance

Location of evidence: Letter of Intent, Project Abstract, Reflective Essay, Journals

· Letter of Intent – The student demonstrates a clear connection to post-high school goals and plans as well as a passion for journalism. The student articulates that the communication, research, and time management skills learned from the project will be useful in any future journalism career. 
· Project Abstract – The student articulates evidence of new learning and ideas appropriate to personal and academic interests by describing the in-depth research conducted about local organizations as well as the contacts involved in publishing the finished product. 
· Reflective Essay – The student shows evidence of new learning, ideas and conclusions appropriate to a future career in journalism through the experience of publishing a book, Magenta Soleil. In particular, the student denotes the need for preparation and making alternate plans when working with professionals in the business world. 

The student demonstrates new learning, ideas, results and conclusions appropriate to career interests and post-high school plans in the journalism field by learning the many steps involved in creating a publication. The student articulates how the project has influenced her post-high school goals and plans to pursue the design process involved in creating a publication. The student articulates that the project has reaffirmed a desire to enter the journalism field. 
· Journals – The student demonstrates new learning, ideas, or conclusions about personal and future career interests, as well as a clear connection to plans after high school. The student reaffirms a desire to pursue a career in journalism but focuses more specifically on the knowledge acquired about young girls, women and/or social issues through work on the project. 

Rigor

Location of evidence: Letter of Intent, Project Abstract, Reflective Essay, Journals, Project Planning Guides, Business Connections, Research Notes, Rough Drafts, Product Design, Final Product

Academic and specialized knowledge and skills: Written and oral communication skills related to the field of journalism, technology and design techniques (e.g., photo layout and page design, use of Adobe PageMaker), research skills to identify content for publication, interviewing techniques, publishing knowledge and skill (e.g., editing, layout printing processes, costs)

· Letter of Intent – To demonstrate the application of academic and specialized knowledge and skills in complex or non-routine situations, the student utilized writing skills and applied them to interviews with others, designed an attractive page, and created a photo layout and cover for the finished product. The student also worked closely with professional adults in the community. 

The student discusses skills learned that will be helpful in a journalism career. The skills discussed include: researching the topic to develop understanding, contacting community members for interviews and learning to prioritize, setting deadlines and working within a set timeline with due dates, etc.

· Project Abstract – The student applies academic and specialized knowledge and skills appropriate to the student’s personal and academic interests through the application of writing skills, the research conducted, the actual writing and interpretation of stories put into the final product, and the design and photo layout of the finished product. 

· Reflective Essay – The student shows application of academic and specialized knowledge and skills in complex or non-routine situations by discussing the process involved in writing and compiling the material for an original publication. Specifically, the student learned the program Adobe PageMaker and researched local printing options to find the best quality at the lowest cost. 

The student enhanced time-management skills and develops greater self-responsibility and accountability with regard to quality, style, and design of work. The student also acquired specialized knowledge of the many steps involved in creating a publication.

Before the project, the student was uncomfortable giving presentations and talking in front of others, but through the experience, the student gained specialized knowledge and skills about public speaking. The student learned that being prepared for a presentation is essential and that being familiar with a topic makes a public speaking experience much easier.

The student applied knowledge in non-routine situations and demonstrated autonomy throughout the project. The student learned that making lists, working methodically, and having private working space increases productivity. These elements should help the student work effectively in the future career of journalism and design.

· Journals – The student discusses the application of academic and specialized knowledge in communication, design, technology, and organizational skills to create a complex finished product.

The student demonstrates organizational skills, time-management skills, and communication skills by developing to-do lists, a project calendar, an action plan, and working closely with business professionals. A significant level of autonomy was needed in order to manage the complex challenge of publishing a book. 

· Project Planning Guides – Through the SSE timeline and Daily Goal Sheets, the student shows evidence of self-responsibility and the ability to plan and accomplish tasks with little to no supervision.  

· Business Connections – The numerous emails and other notes show that the student learned effective communication skills through her interaction with adults and business professionals. She also learns that communication is an important skill for the field of journalism.

· Research Notes – The student demonstrated the ability to research and synthesize information into her own words. The materials are organized, well documented, and clear with regard to their final use in the finished publication. The sources are varied and clearly cited. Additionally, there is a resource list that includes all of the sources used throughout the project. 

· Rough Drafts – The student includes versions of drafts and processes used to assemble the final product. Evidence of publishing skills, such as layout and editing, are apparent in the revised versions of the work. Most importantly, these drafts and versions of the final product demonstrate application of the knowledge and skills needed to pursue a career in this field.

· Product Design – The student develops design techniques such as photo layout and page design and ultimately realizes she is more interested in this area than in the actual writing of the publication. The student demonstrates the stages of page design and text layout in sketches before actually using Adobe PageMaker to put all of the colors, fonts, and photos together for the final product. The evolution and process involved in design and layout can be seen in these numerous designs and sketches.   

· Final Product –The student’s book, Magenta Soleil, demonstrates how the academic and specialized knowledge and skills are encapsulated into a final publishable piece of work. The student’s writing technique is very good and exemplifies writing in the field of journalism. Additionally, the font styles, color, visuals and overall layout show proficiency in these skills as learned and applied throughout the process of putting the book together. The research conducted is translated well for the target audience and the various sources are documented and cited throughout the publication. 

Reflection

Location of evidence: Reflective Essay, Journals

· Reflective Essay – The student reflects on the obstacles and problem-solving skills involved in publishing the final product and articulates the challenges that were overcome while working with business professionals. The student states that preparation for dealing with potential obstacles when working with business professionals was a vital lesson and articulates the importance of being prepared when giving presentations. Also, the student expresses that improvement in time-management skills and the development of greater self-responsibility and accountability with regard to quality, style, and design were all important parts of the project.

The student reflects on the rigor of the evidence by identifying the new knowledge and skills acquired and applied throughout the project. The student also reflects on new learning, ideas, and conclusions about particular organizational styles and working environments and concludes that making lists, working methodically, and having private working space increases productivity. All of this new learning will enable the student to more effectively work in a future career of journalism and design.

The student also reflects on results by expressing the improvements that could have been made to the finished product, such as including interviews and additional contact information for other resources of concern to teenage girls.

The student expresses how pride in the final product has expanded her interest in journalism and reflects on a personal interest in creating a club for young girls and/or working with The Children’s Cancer Association. The student clearly articulates the desire to pursue these areas in the future in connection with a career in journalism.

· Journals – The student reflects on the new learning, ideas and conclusions about personal and future career interests, as well as a clear connection to plans after high school. The student discusses the continued desire to pursue a career in journalism but focuses more specifically on the areas involved in the knowledge acquired about young girls, women and/or social issues through the work on the project.

The student reflects on memorable moments throughout the project and discusses how information was presented to school counselors and the feedback received from others about design, quality, and the comprehensiveness of the work. 
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