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Defining and Identifying Oregon’s Tier I, II, and III Schools
In an effort to blend State and Federal requirements and to create a unified comprehensive system for assisting low achieving schools, Oregon has one definition and method of identifying Tier I, II, and III schools for School Improvement Grants and also for Race to the Top and State Fiscal Stabilization funding.
In the December 2009 School Improvement Grants Application for funding under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA):

School Improvement Grants, authorized under section 1003(g) of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Title I or ESEA), are grants, through State educational agencies (SEAs), to local educational agencies (LEAs) for use in Title I schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring that Selecting schools eligible for funding requires that the SEA identify three levels of need described as Tier I, II, and III schools. Oregon’s “persistently lowest-achieving” schools are within Tiers I and II.
Identifying Tier I
Tier I schools consist of the following:
1) The lowest performing schools among those identified as in Title IA improvement, corrective action, or restructuring status. Performance is measured using a combined 2-year average of the percent of the “all students” group meeting or exceeding the performance standards on state testing in English/language arts and mathematics. The lowest-achieving five percent or the lowest-achieving five Title IA schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring in the state, whichever number of schools is greater are identified as Tier I schools.
2) Also added to the Tier I list are those Title I schools currently in Title IA improvement, corrective action, or restructuring status that had a 2-year average NCES graduation rate of less than 60% for the previous two graduating classes.
Identifying Tier II
Tier II schools are identified as follows:

1) Those secondary schools eligible for, but not receiving, Title IA funds. Eligibility for funds is defined as having a percentage poverty rate greater than or equal to 40 percent as reported by the district in the application for Title I funds. The schools identified for inclusion in Tier II are the lowest-achieving five percent or the lowest-achieving five among these secondary schools as measured by a combined 2-year average of the percent of students meeting or exceeding the performance standards on state testing in English/language arts and mathematics.
2) Also added to the Tier II list are those secondary schools eligible for but not receiving Title I funds for the 2009-10 school year that had a 2-year average NCES graduation rate of less than 60% for the previous two graduating classes.
Identifying Tier III
Tier III consists of the schools in Title IA improvement, corrective action, or restructuring status that are not included among the Tier I schools. For a complete list of schools in improvement go to: 
For a complete list of Tier I, II & III schools go to: http://www.ode.state.or.us/superintendent/priorities/oregonsiglisttiersfinal.doc
Other Definitions

High school: Any school enrolling students in grade 10 or higher.
Middle school: Any school enrolling students in a grade no lower than 5th grade and no higher than 9th grade.
Secondary school: Any middle or high school.
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