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Preface
With funding from the Annie E. Casey Foundation and with leadership from the Council of Chief State School Officers, the Oregon Department of Education collaborated with fifteen Oregon agencies on the Oregon Ready Schools project.  Nationally, the focus of the Ready Schools work was on the connection of pre-kindergarten with the K-12 education system and the critical nature of the transition to kindergarten.  
The first day of kindergarten is an exciting and important milestone in the lives of children and their families.  It marks the end of the early childhood years and the beginning of formal schooling.  A smooth kindergarten transition provides the foundation for a child’s academic achievement and success in school.  

The purpose of this document is to provide Oregon schools and districts with materials for implementing a kindergarten transition planning process.  This step-by-step guide was produced to assist schools in developing a coordinated plan that strives to smooth the transition to kindergarten for young children and their families from all backgrounds of early learning and care environments.  The companion documents and templates will provide schools with materials that can easily be adapted to meet the specific needs of the local school and community.  
We look forward to hearing the success stories that your coordinated kindergarten transition plan can provide to children and families throughout the Oregon public school system.  
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Susan Castillo 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  
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Kindergarten Transition Planning Process for Ready Schools
Ready Schools are prepared to receive and address the diverse needs of children and families in the community.  Children who are entering kindergarten vary in their early experiences, skills, knowledge, language, culture, and family backgrounds.  Ready Schools accept the challenge of smoothing the transition to kindergarten for all children.
The kindergarten year is a significant milestone in the lives of young children and their families.  A smooth kindergarten transition provides the foundation for the child’s academic achievement and success in school.  The purpose of this document is to provide a method for implementing a transition planning process within the Ready School.   
The primary goal of the kindergarten transition planning process is to design kindergarten transition activities that increase the number and intensity of the connections among the partners: family - school, child – school, and community - school.  

Transition Connections

	Family - school connections

Goal: To increase family involvement and collaboration with the school. 

Child - school connections
Goals: To increase children’s familiarity with the kindergarten setting.  To provide children with opportunities to build positive relationships with peers who are transitioning with them to kindergarten.

Community - school connections

Goal: To facilitate continuity in services and the transition process within the community.




An effective kindergarten transition plan improves the transition for children by enhancing the scope of the activities and practices offered by the school, and by strengthening connections between the school, families, and community. Because each community has unique characteristics and constraints and every family’s needs are different, effective transition plans offer a range of activities and practices that can be used in the local setting.  By following the process outlined in this manual, the transition planning team can develop a comprehensive plan that is focused on the particular needs of the local school and community.  

Steps for Planning an Effective Kindergarten Transition

	Step 1
Establish a transition planning team
· Identify a leadership team

· Conduct a transition needs assessment

· Set goals

· Facilitate regular meetings


	Step 2
Generate ideas for transition activities



	Step 3
Create a transition timeline



	Step 4
Anticipate and minimize barriers



	Step 5
Implement transition activities and practices


	Step 6
Assess, evaluate, and revise



Step 1:  Establish a Transition Planning Team

The development of an effective, comprehensive transition plan requires involvement of all major participants in the kindergarten transition process.  This collaborative team, established at the district and/or school level(s), is responsible for creating a timeline of kindergarten transition activities and for implementation of policy and practices.  The following list includes possible team members.
	Transition Planning Team

	· Transition coordinator(s)

· Kindergarten teachers

· School counselor

· Preschool representatives

· Childcare representatives

· Social services

· Health services

· Special education teachers 

· Principal

· EI/ECSE representatives 


	· Head Start and Even Start representatives

· Special education related service providers

· Migrant education representatives

· Community agency representatives

· Parents of current kindergarten students

· Parents of incoming kindergarten students

· School district central office administrator
· English as a Second Language teachers

· Community outreach coordinator

· Community librarian


Identify a Leadership Team

The vision, enthusiasm, commitment, and leadership skills of the people who fill the roles of the leadership team are critical to the success of the transition planning process.  Defining the roles and responsibilities of each member will set the stage for the smooth operation of the transition planning team.  

Transition Coordinator:  Roles and Responsibilities

The transition coordinator, who may be a kindergarten teacher, has two primary roles:  the link between school and community and the link between families and school. The responsibilities of the transition coordinator include
· Organizes regular meetings of the transition planning team, coordinates transition activities, schedules meetings between and among agencies and schools, encourages parent participation, encourages support of transition activities with  local agencies, and  promotes policies within the district that support effective kindergarten transition planning.
· Connects families with community resources, encourages home learning activities, facilitates connections between the child and school, and communicates regularly with families.    
Principal:  Leadership Role and Responsibilities

The principal plays a critical role in the transition planning process.  Although the principal must not necessarily serve as the transition coordinator, the principal’s enthusiasm, involvement, and encouragement are critical to a successful and effective kindergarten transition plan which is essential to the Ready School. 
Leadership Responsibilities for Integrating All Families in the Ready School

Within schools there are different cultures, values, and traditions.  The leadership team must honor and integrate cultural perspectives into the transition planning process and kindergarten transition activities.  
Conduct a Transition Needs Assessment 

One of the first procedures for the newly organizing transition planning team is to conduct a transition needs assessment that focuses on the effectiveness of current practices in preparing the school for the transition into kindergarten of all children.  Compiling and analyzing the data from the needs assessment will give the transition planning team both starting points for discussion and baseline data.  The Ready Schools Assessment is available through High/Scope at www.readyschoolassessment.org  

Set goals

Goals are set by the transition planning team based on needs identified formally through a needs assessment and informally through discussion.
Facilitate Regular Meetings

Regular meetings of the transition planning team are scheduled.  Because the development of effective transition planning is a process, not a program, communication between all members of the collaborative team about ongoing meetings, activities, and practices is critical to the success of the work.  

Step 2:  Generate Ideas for Transition Activities

Once the particular needs of the school and community have been identified and the goals for improving transition are set, the transition planning team generates a working list of transition activities to be implemented.  The following activities are suggestions for a basic set of activities that may be considered by the transition planning team.  The unique characteristics and identified needs of the school and community will determine the feasibility of implementing the suggested activities.
Family – School Connection

Goal:  To increase family involvement and collaboration with the school. A positive relationship between the family and the child’s school is invaluable in supporting successful school outcomes.
Family – School Meetings 


Meeting in the Preschool Year

Kindergarten teachers and parents of current kindergarten children meet with parents of preschool children during the preschool year.  The purpose of the meeting is to share information about the kindergarten experience and to answer questions.  Similarities and differences between preschool and kindergarten can be addressed.  This meeting might be incorporated into a family night, workshop for parents, or an informal dinner in conjunction with a school open house.

Meeting Before the Beginning of Kindergarten  

A group meeting is held in the kindergarten classroom for families of preschoolers.  The teachers address the kindergarten experience and provide a tour of the elementary school.  This may be incorporated into an elementary school spring orientation. 

Meeting for Special Education Transition

At least one kindergarten teacher attends all IEP transition meetings of children who are entering kindergarten from Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education programs. The teacher shares notes with other teachers who will address the special needs. The teacher also answers questions and assures parents that the needs of the child will be carefully considered in planning, teaching, monitoring, adjusting, and measuring growth. The teacher is part of the team that writes IEP goals. 

Family Participation in Home Learning Activities


Ready, Set, Grow
Home activities that encourage family involvement in learning and literacy may be assembled by the transition planning team and sent home with families.  The activities are designed so that families can work directly with their children during the year prior to kindergarten using materials that are readily available in many homes.  See the sample set of activities in the Oregon Ready Schools Resources.
Family – School Events


Family Math Night

Families are invited to attend an evening of math activities.   With the help of their parents, children make math games that are appropriate to their math experience level. The school provides materials and snacks.  


Family Literacy Night

Reading specialists from the district speak to parents. Meanwhile, literacy activities are provided for children by kindergarten teachers.  After the presentations, families participate in reading activities with their children and share snacks.  Each child may receive a book.  


Kindergarten Round-Up

Historically, this event has been the orientation to school for most kindergarten students and their families.  Often held in the spring prior to kindergarten, kindergarten round-up offers children and parents the opportunity to visit school, to complete the enrollment process, and to meet the teachers.  Children and parents may take a bus ride together.

While the children visit the kindergarten classrooms where they participate in activities, parents often meet separately to receive information from the administrator about kindergarten and the school.   Other school personnel including the child development specialist, English as Second Language teacher, special education teacher, and representatives of volunteer organizations might share information about their programs.  

This orientation is often geared for the kindergarten child and his/her parents rather than   the entire family.  Planning teams might consider offering childcare.


Home Visits 

Home visits offer a method for establishing personal connections with students and families and for creating stronger connections between home and school. Before the visit, make an appointment and confirm with a phone call.  Plan the visit to be brief and take cues from the family about how long to stay.  Be prepared with a flexible agenda which is responsive to issues that the family might raise.
Questions which might guide discussion during a home visit:
What are your child’s interests and favorite activities?

What are your child’s strengths?

How does your child handle stress?

What does your child most want to learn?

What have you helped your child learn that has given you the greatest pleasure?

What have you discovered about how your child learns?

What are your goals for your child?

Does your child work better alone or with others?

Would you like to visit or to volunteer in the classroom?
Supplies to bring on the home visit:  
Bring a sampling of school supplies for the child that may include markers, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, journal, crayons, glue, scissors, an alphabet chart, a penmanship chart, a paperback book, a laminated copy of important school information such as school phone numbers and lunch prices.  Bring a camera to photograph the child and his/her family.  This photograph can be placed inside the child’s cubby, on a bulletin board about class families, or on a desk to be a source of comfort to the child during the transition to kindergarten.

Communication by School / District to Parents and Community

The transition planning team designs a brochure that lists important information about Ready Communities and Ready Schools.  See the Oregon Ready Schools Resources for sample brochures that might be adapted to the needs of the particular school.   The brochure can be distributed through managers of apartment complexes, the health department, real estate offices, grocery stores, and pediatrician offices.
The transition planning team might consider using other communication tools:  a refrigerator magnet or two-sided bookmark with phone numbers and resources, school pencils or crayons, announcements on a prominent reader board, web-based and auto-dial technologies, and marketing tools that promote the school and available services. 


Ideas for increasing family participation  

The following ideas may increase participation in kindergarten transition events:

· Inviting the whole family to attend, providing childcare, and assisting with transportation which might entail hiring school buses.

· Planning short activities so that children are home for bedtime.
· Phoning each family personally prior to the event.

· Providing snacks or dinner. 

· Sending notes home with current students who have 4-year-old siblings. 

· Ensuring that all communications are available in the parents’ native language.
Child - School Connection

Goals: To increase children’s familiarity with the kindergarten setting. To provide children with opportunities to build positive relationships with peers who are transitioning with them to kindergarten.  
Child - School Events

Pajama Night

Kindergarten teachers host an open house the evening before school starts to welcome students to school.  Children and parents are invited to wear pajamas and bring a favorite stuffed animal. Pajama Night includes activities such as story time, singing songs, and a light snack before heading home to prepare for the big day.  This is a time for parents to ask questions, to bring school supplies, to finalize transportation arrangements, and to settle any last minute details before the excitement of the first day of school.  
Kindergarten Visitation
Children who attend preschool and Head Start are invited through their programs by the transition planning team to visit the school in the spring.  The visit includes an introduction to kindergarten teachers, a school tour, lunch in the cafeteria, and time on the playground.  


Before School Assessment of Kindergarten Students 


A before-school assessment assists the staff with determining the skill level of entering kindergarten students.  Having this information before class lists are developed allows the kindergarten classes to be balanced for gender, special needs, language, and other basic skills.   The process allows each student to have one-on-one time with a staff person. 

Back-to-School Night

During the first few weeks of the school year, families are invited to a back-to-school night planned in an open house format. The children are encouraged to familiarize their families with their classroom and friends.  


Lunch Bunch

Lunch Bunch is a summer activity. If the school is part of the free lunch program, the children have lunch at school; if not, children bring a picnic lunch.  The children have playground time, a story, and a short art project.   Parent participation is required.  


Migrant Summer School

Migrant Summer School can assist children in making school and peer connections.  

Late Summer Event

During the week prior to the opening of school, the transition planning team offers a welcome to kindergarten event.  This special occasion may include playground activities, popsicles, t-shirts for incoming kindergarten students and school staff, music, and sharing a special book such as the Kissing Hand.  Welcoming children and families just before opening day is the focus.  The same t-shirts may be worn on the first day of kindergarten.  

Community - School Connection
Goal: To promote the transition process within the community and to facilitate continuity in services.  Families often require assistance with concerns related to dental care, health care, childcare, resources, behavioral consultation, or other services. Facilitating contact with these services and incorporating pertinent recommendations into school programming helps connect the family and school with community agencies.
Community Activities
Child Find

In order to offer transition activities to as many children as possible, it is critical that children be located prior to registration day.  In early spring, publicize that the Ready School is seeking names of newly-enrolling students.  Advertise in places such as the library, public health agencies, park/recreation class centers, grocery stores, popular stores, reader board, community newspapers, real estate offices, apartment complexes.

Kindergarten Family Fair

The goal of the Kindergarten Family Fair is to throw out the “welcome mat” and extend a warm and inclusive welcome to new families in the community.  This event is designed to involve and inform the family of incoming kindergarten students and could be expanded to include any family with children new to the school.  Ideally the Family Fair is held the week before school begins.   Activities to include at the Family Fair are unlimited.  
Welcome table:  Students and families receive passports, name tags, maps of the school, and a list of fair activities.  The child is given a stamp in the passport for each activity in which he or she participates.  The child trades a completed passport for a book.  

Staff participants: Kindergarten teachers and assistants, cafeteria staff, music teacher, physical education teacher, librarian, specialists, school secretaries, bus drivers, principal.
Community participants: For example, county health nurses, SMART coordinator, PTO members, scout leaders, agency representatives, public library representatives.
Possible Family Fair activities:  

· Tour of classrooms with activities in each room

· Bus ride through the neighborhood

· Tour of cafeteria where students learn the lunch routine. Children could also be shown the method of paying for lunch.  At the end of the tour, the children may eat a snack.  If the fair were scheduled during the dinner hour, serving dinner in the cafeteria could introduce the meal program. 

· Immunization clinic 

· PTO or PTA booth to provide information about sponsored events and volunteerism
· Photo booth where photos are taken of the child with his/her family as a memento of the evening or to be displayed on a school bulletin board 
· Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts 

· Bike safety and bike helmets

· Fire safety and fire truck

· Safety and police officers 

· Art Literacy booth where information is available and volunteers recruited

· Tour of the school library and story time
· Family games hosted by the physical education teacher 
· Introduction to the SMART (Start Making A Reader Today) program in which the  coordinator explains the SMART program and recruits volunteers
Menus of Transition Activities

Additional ideas for transition activities, arranged by season, can be found in the Oregon Ready Schools Resources.  Although hosting the event in the suggested season is not essential, it is advisable to begin offering transition activities early in the year prior to the children’s enrollment in kindergarten.  

Step 3:  Create a Transition Timeline
Transition timelines for groups of children and families overlap from year to year with two different sets of children: those children who are in their year before kindergarten and those who have just begun kindergarten.  Although some transition activities occur after the school year has begun for current kindergarten students, most transition activities are offered before kindergarten begins. Sample planning templates and timelines for transition activities are included in the Oregon Ready Schools Resources.  
Step 4:  Anticipate and Minimize Barriers

Barriers to participation should be anticipated and possible solutions discussed by the transition planning team.  
Research shows the primary obstacle to parent participation is a work schedule that interferes with the time of the school event.  Research also shows barriers include childcare needs, lack of transportation, and not knowing others at the school.  See page 9 in this manual for ideas to increase parent participation.
Research shows the primary obstacle to teacher participation is the activities require work during the summer that is not supported by salary.  Research also shows barriers include class lists are generated too late, parents do not participate or are unable to participate, activities take too much time and money, and a transition planning process is not available in the school and/or district
Step 5:  Implement Transition Activities and Practices
The transition planning team implements transition activities and practices.  Research shows that advertising the activities is critical.  If the transition planning team adopts an entrepreneurial perspective on marketing, the team will gain a new perspective on reaching out to families.  With this marketing perspective, the transition planning team will utilize the most visible and most extensive advertising that is feasible.  
Step 6:  Assess, Evaluate, and Revise
The transition planning team continuously evaluates the activities implemented, Identifies strengths and/or flaws in the advertising of events, highlights strategies that worked well, identifies needs that were not met, and revises future transition plans accordingly.  This is an ongoing and dynamic process.  
Oregon Ready Schools Resources

The Oregon Ready Schools project team has developed additional materials and tools that may be useful to Oregon schools and districts as the transition planning team proceeds through the planning process.  These resources may be found on the following pages of this document, on the Oregon Department of Education website at www.ode.state.or.us and are available by contacting the Oregon Department of Education at 503.947.5714.  

	Transition Practices and Activities Planning Template 


	Connections Fostered
	Transition Practice
	Who
	When
	Barriers and Solutions
	Notes

	Family-school

	
	
	
	
	

	Child-school


	
	
	
	
	

	Community-school


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Seasonal Timeline Planning Guide for Transition Activities


	For Children During Fall Before Kindergarten
	For Children During Spring before Kindergarten
	For Children During Summer before Kindergarten 
	For Children During Fall of Kindergarten

	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:



	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:



	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:



	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:


	Activity:

Who:

Where:



	Monthly Timeline Planning Guide for Transition Activities


	Month
	Date of Activity 
	Activity
	Where
	Who Initiates
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Event Planning Guide

Event________________________________________
Month / Year __________________________________
	Who initiates


	

	Who participates


	

	Where


	

	Materials


	

	Timeline


	

	Responsibilities

	

	Advertising


	

	Funding


	


Event Evaluation Tool
Event________________________________________

Month / Year __________________________________
	How event marketed
	

	Participants
	

	Response to event


	

	Recommendations for future
	


Menus of Transition Activities
Within this section of the manual, the transition planning team will find menus of potential activities, arranged by season, from which to select or adapt activities.  By implementing a seasonal schedule of activities, the team’s planning will expand beyond a single kindergarten transition event to a variety of exciting opportunities that welcome children and families to school. Beginning in the fall before kindergarten, students and their parents are welcomed to school through invitations to school events and special kindergarten programs.  As the year prior to kindergarten progresses, the transition planning team offers more activities specifically for the entering class of kindergarten students and their families.

	Menu of Transition Activities—Fall Before Kindergarten



	Type of Connection
	Menu Activity

	Family – School
	Conduct family meetings about transition. 

Translate and distribute all registration materials, marketing brochures, and the monthly home learning activities. 


	Child – School
	Invite incoming kindergarten students to school fairs, assemblies, playground parties, and the elementary school family nights.
Invite incoming students to all special kindergarten events.
Distribute home learning activities.
Schedule preschool story hour in the kindergarten room.



	Community – School
	Host a community - school information fair.

Invite the public library to prepare a list of key books that all children will hear.  
Invite a public school librarian to visit preschool and kindergarten classes.



	Menu of Transition Activities—Spring Before Kindergarten



	Type of Connection
	Menu Activity

	Family – School
	Host a parent orientation.
Communicate about kindergarten curriculum expectations. 

Schedule EI/ECSE transition meetings and classroom visitations.
Invite parents to lunch.
Plan special activities such as a books and bagels reading session, a building toys night when everyone brings a hammer, a playground night, a Western night.  

Schedule a culture night for sharing artifacts, storytelling, singing, books, music, musical instruments, and other items that represent cultural heritage.

Arrange for translators to attend events.



	Child – School
	Host a Kindergarten Roundup.  

Invite incoming kindergarten students to visit the kindergarten classroom. 
Create a puppet show about kindergarten.
Arrange for kindergarten teachers to visit preschool classrooms.
Invite incoming students to all school events including school fairs, assemblies, and playground parties.



	Community – School


	Enlist the assistance of community agencies, the public library, and public service coordinators to plan and publicize kindergarten transition activities.  




	Menu of Transition Activities—Summer Before Kindergarten



	Type of Connection
	Menu Activity

	Family – School
	Schedule events such as a popsicle night, playground night, pizza party, toy exchange, and ice cream night.  

Locate school registration and information tables at community sites such as malls and grocery stores.
Schedule a welcoming committee of parents at the registration table. 

Schedule older students to give school tours.
Schedule appointments with families before school begins for kindergarten assessment.  Provide a book and a treat for each child.
Schedule home visits.
Schedule a parent-teacher meeting with each family that focuses on the strengths of the child and goal-setting. 
Openly express interest in each child and family’s culture and communicate in a culturally sensitive way.



	Child – School
	Finalize class lists as early as possible.  Send a personal note to each child welcoming him or her to the class.

Schedule bus rides that allow children to experience their first school bus ride with parents.


	Community – School
	Schedule special events.

Offer summer food service program.

Schedule a community services fair that offers screenings for health, speech, and hearing.



	Menu of Transition Activities—Fall of Kindergarten



	Type of Connection
	Menu Activity

	Family – School
	Schedule a meet-the-teacher night.

Plan an open house.  Award door prizes.

Create a bulletin board and/or brochure with photos of all school staff members.

Schedule meetings with the family, preschool teacher, and kindergarten teacher to discuss information about the incoming kindergarten student, focusing on strengths of the child. 

Host a student/parent orientation night on the evening before school begins and invite students to bring supplies. 
Schedule a pizza dinner preceding open house.

Schedule Family Math Night.

Host a back-to-school picnic.

Smooth the transition with specific activities for students who register late in fall.  
Offer school supplies through donations so that students have supplies on the first day of class.

Connect the family to community resources.

Create and translate newsletters and materials.  

Provide childcare at school functions.

Openly express interest in each child and family’s culture and communicate in a culturally sensitive way.


	Child – School
	Offer a staggered start for the first week of kindergarten with a small group of students attending each day and ending the week with all students attending together. 

Set up a family photo center in the kindergarten classroom where children may “visit” families during their first weeks.

Invite incoming students to all school events including school fairs, assemblies, and playground parties.

Invite incoming students to all special kindergarten events.



	Community – School
	Host a playground night of games and contests.




Additional Resources:  School Readiness – Ready Schools Projects and Links
Information is available on websites for the projects listed below
Arkansas Department of Education.  http://arkansased.org/
Boston Children’s Museum.  Countdown to Kindergarten project.  http://www.bostonkids.org/connect3/children_and_families.html
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO).  Ready Schools Project. http://www.ccsso.org/projects/school_readiness/  

Countdown to Kindergarten.  http://mdchildcare.org/ctk/rtslinkstomsde.html  

Oregon Department of Education.  http://www.ode.state.or.us/ 

Ready at Five (1998). Baltimore, MD.  http://www.readyatfive.org/about/contributors.html  
Ready Schools E-Newsletter. http://www.ccsso.org/whats_new/newsletters/ready_schools/index.cfm
SPARK Georgia.  W. K. Kellogg Foundation.  http://www.wkkf.org/default.aspx?tabid=75&CID=168&NID=61&LanguageID=0 

Washington Department of Education.  http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/default.aspx
West Virginia Department of Education.  http://wvde.state.wv.us/news/992/
Additional Resources:  School Readiness – Ready Schools Publications

Boethel, M. (2004). Readiness: School, family, and community connections. Austin, TX: Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.

Brown, G. (2005).  Terrific transitions:  Ensuring continuity of services for children and their families. Greensboro, NC: SERVE Center at the University of North Carolina.     

Christian, L. (2006).   Understanding families: Applying family systems theory to early childhood practice.  Beyond the Journal by the National Association of Education for Young Children. 
Countdown to Kindergarten. (2004). School readiness:  Children’s readiness for school and schools’ readiness for children.  Baltimore, MD: Maryland Committee for Children.  

Dorfman, D., & Fisher, A. (2002).  Creating communities of learning and excellence:  Connecting schools, families, and communities for youth success.  Portland, OR: Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory.

Ferguson, C. (2005).  Organizing family and community connections with schools:  How do school staff build meaningful relationships with all stakeholders?  Austin, TX: Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.

Ferguson, C., & Wood, L. (2005).  Easing the transition from preK to kindergarten:  What schools and families can do to address child readiness. Austin, TX: Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.

Ferguson, C. (2005).  Reaching out to diverse populations:  What can schools do to foster family-school connections? Austin, TX: Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.

Hepburn, K. (2004).  Building culturally and linguistically competent services to support young children, their families, and school readiness.  Baltimore, MD:  Annie E. Casey Foundation.

Hepburn, K. (2004).  Families as primary partners in their child’s development and school readiness.  Baltimore, MD:  Annie E. Casey Foundation.

Kaczmarek, L. (2006). Supporting families of children with disabilities in inclusive programs: A team approach.  Beyond the Journal by the National Association of Education for Young Children. 

National Association of Education for Young Children. Resources for supporting and involving families in meaningful ways.  Beyond the Journal.
National School Readiness Indictors Initiative. (2005). Getting Ready.

Pianta, R., & Kraft-Sayre, M. (2003).  Successful kindergarten transition:  Your guide to connecting children, families, and schools.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. 

Ready Schools:  The e-newsletter of the CCSSO School Readiness Project.  

Ready Schools Assessment.  www.readyschoolassessment.org
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