
Curriculum Alignment Scoring Guide 
This tool is designed to assist schools and districts in developing and evaluating their curriculum.  It is offered as a resource only.  There is no 

requirement for districts and schools to use this tool. 
Criteria Does not meet criteria Meets the criteria Exceeds the criteria 
Content Standards All current content standards, 

benchmarks, and eligible content 
are not included in the written 
curriculum. 

Current content standards, 
benchmarks, and eligible 
content are included in the 
written curriculum. 

Current content standards, 
benchmarks, and eligible content 
are included in the written 
curriculum with additional district 
identified content related to the 
Common Curriculum Goals. 
 

Articulation Content for a benchmark year is 
assigned only to the benchmark 
year.  There is no logical skills and 
process continuum to prepare 
students to meet state standards. 

Content for a benchmark year is 
distributed among the 
benchmark and prior grades. 
There is a skills and process 
continuum, but it may not 
prepare all students to meet 
state standards. 

Content for a benchmark year is 
distributed among the benchmark 
and prior grades. There is a logical 
skills and process continuum that 
will prepare all students to meet 
state standards. 

Correlation of 
Instructional 
Resources 

Not included. The curriculum includes 
identification of relevant 
instructional resources by title. 

Specific pages or units from 
instructional resources are 
identified addressing each 
benchmark. 
 

Time Allocation Not included. A target for instructional time is 
provided for each benchmark. 

A range of instructional time is 
provided for each benchmark. 
 
 

Alignment of 
Assessment 
Resources and 
Tools 

Assessment resources and tools 
are not addressed or are included 
as a single list for the content area 
(e.g. homework, tests, 
experiments). 

Assessment resources and tools 
used to assess student learning 
are identified for each benchmark. 

Assessment resources and tools 
providing multiple opportunities for 
assessing student attainment of the 
content standards are included for 
each grade. 
 

Example 
Assessment Items 

No assessment item examples 
illustrate the benchmark standards. 

An example assessment item 
illustrates each benchmark 
standards. 

Multiple assessment examples 
illustrate each benchmark 
standard. 
 

Bold print refers to that which complies with the minimum standard.  Non-bolded entries in the Meets and Exceeds column are considered 
best practices in curriculum alignment. 
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