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For children who are a ward of the court, in the custody of the Department of Human Services (DHS) or the Oregon Youth Authority (OYA), and placed in foster care, the attached chart specifies who may provide consent for children who are currently eligible or who may become eligible for early intervention, early childhood special education or school age special education services.
	1.  Whose consent is needed under the following circumstances?

a) Consent for an evaluation to determine eligibility for early intervention or special education services;

b) Consent for participation in early intervention services or initial ECSE or special education placement;

c) Consent for release of EI/ECSE/school information and records regarding the child to another educational agency or outside government agency; and
d) Consent for access Medicaid reimbursement for services and to release records for Medicaid billing purposes.  

	 GENERAL RULE:  The foster parent.
EXCEPTIONS:

(1)  If the biological/adoptive parent is asserting parent rights, and the biological/adoptive parent has legal authority to make education decisions for the child, then the school district must get consent from the biological/adoptive parent.

(2) If the foster parent is unable or unwilling to act as the parent for the child for special education purposes, and no biological/adoptive parent with legal authority to make education decisions for the child is asserting parent rights, the school district must appoint a surrogate parent*.
NOTE:  The DHS/OYA worker may refer the child for an evaluation, but cannot provide consent for the evaluation.

	2.  Who can refer a child for an evaluation?  
	The parent, the foster parent, a teacher, a DHS/OYA worker, a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), a surrogate parent or any other person with knowledge of the child who suspects that the child may have a disability.

	3. Who must consent to medical treatment for the child?  Who signs a permission form to seek emergency medical treatment for a child enrolled in an EI/ECSE program or for a child enrolled in school?  
	The DHS/OYA case worker.  

However, DHS/OYA delegates to each physical custodian, e.g., foster family, the routine medical care and dental care, including vaccinations and immunizations, routine examinations and lab tests under OAR 413-020-0140.              

	4. Who must consent for release of medical records from a medical provider to the school?
	The DHS/OYA case worker. 

                                            

	5. Who must consent for media access?
	It is DHS/OYA standard policy not to allow media access to children who are in state custody.

	6.  Who gives written permission for field trips or other daily activities where consent is requested?


	The foster parent.



