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This document is designed to assist educators in considering reading, mathematic, or science curriculum that are either research-based or research-validated as an effective, relevant means toward improving student achievement.

Research-based curricula means the curricula have not been validated by independent, rigorous research, but the teaching and learning materials, tools, programs or strategies are closely aligned to materials, tools, programs or strategies that have been research-validated. For instance, a research-based reading program could be developed to align to the recommendations of the National Reading Panel (2000), including systematic and explicit instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension and oral reading fluency but have not been subjected to rigorous, independent research to validate the effectiveness of its particular configuration of lessons and materials.

Research-validated curricula are those programs, materials, tools or strategies that have undergone independent research under stringent research guidelines. Research guidelines require that the research include:

· A comparison between two similar groups – one group receiving the new curriculum and one group receiving standard curriculum. By measuring the two groups at the start of the study, the researchers can assert that the groups were similar before the new curriculum was introduced, and gains in scores can be attributed to the new curriculum.

· A study design reported in detail sufficient so that others may replicate the study, including a description of the study participants. In this way, educators can assess for themselves the rigors and standards the researchers applied to the study, and determine if the results of the study might be similar in their own school and with similar students in their classroom or school.

· A discussion of statistical significance. Studies that report anecdotal information, or report results in raw scores do not allow educators to assess the degree of success the new curriculum achieved. Only by “crunching the numbers” and providing statistical relevance can educators determine if the improved achievement was most likely the result of the curriculum, and most likely NOT the result of some intervening variable (like increased maturity or a new after-school study hall).

· Valid and reliable measurement tools used to document achievement gains.

The following document contains a listing of research-based and research-validated reading curriculum. The Reading Content Area section begins with an overview of “best practices” information and on-line resources. Curricula are listed by age or grade level. Each entry is listed in a “Description” column and in a “Research Base” column. Clicking on the program name in the “Description” column will open a web page that describes the program, often written by the program’s author or vendor. Clicking on the program name in the “Research Base” column provides a summary of the program’s research. Next is a listing of research-based instructional strategies to enhance teaching and learning across the content areas. Finally, a Research Resource is included which identifies peer-reviewed journals available on-line.

If you are aware of curricula that are not included but should be, please contact Jennifer Doolittle at Jennifer.Doolittle@state.or.us or by phone at (503) 378-3600 x 2636.
Your computer should be connected to the internet to access the weblink functions of this document. Clicking on any blue-font, underlined text will link you to the appropriate website.

	Assistance for Improvement in

Achievement in Reading (Language Arts)

	The Oregon Reading First Center recently completed a comprehensive review of core K-3 reading programs relative to effective, direct instruction in the Big Ideas of early reading. The report is available online.
For Beginning or Struggling Readers:

Systematic and Direct Instruction through research-based and research-validated programs in each of five key skills: Phonemic Awareness, Alphabetic Principal, Fluency, Vocabulary, Comprehension

Teacher Administered Reading Assessments to measure progress in grades K-3 in the five key skill areas:  DIBELS
The Florida Center for Reading Research  headed by Dr. Joseph Torgeson, identifies the research base of commercially available reading curriculum and maintains an updated listing of curriculum by level of intensity and age group. Their work is cited extensively in this document.

The Institute for the Development of Educational Achievement at the University of Oregon conducts research and develops reading curriculum and formative assessment tools for children in grades K through 3.


	
	Reading Programs: Descriptions
	Reading Programs: Research Base

	K-3
	Core Reading Programs:

Institute for the Development of Educational Achievement:

Schoolwide Reading Model (K – 3)
Open Court
Reading Mastery
Success for All
Supplemental Reading Programs 

Supplemental time, increased instructional intensity and focused supplemental or intervention reading program (in addition to research-based or research-validated Core Reading Program)

Ladders to Literacy
Early Reading Intervention (formerly Project Optimize)

Road to the Code
Phonemic Awareness in Young Children

	Research base for Core Reading Programs:

Open Court

Reading Mastery 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.ericfacility.net/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed425250.html" 

Success for All
 

Research base for Supplemental Reading Programs for struggling readers: 

Ladders to Literacy
Early Reading Intervention (formerly Project Optimize)
Road to the Code


Phonemic Awareness in Young Children



	Focus of Support
	Reading Programs: Descriptions
	Reading Programs: Research Base

	4-5

6-8

9-12
	SIPPS
REWARDS  

Great Leaps
Read Naturally
Corrective Reading
Wilson Reading System
LANGUAGE! – Elementary
LANGUAGE! – Middle/High
Fast Track Reading Program  

Auditory Discrimination in Depth
Boys Town “Reading is FAME”
Computer Assisted Instruction (CAI)

Read Naturally – Software Edition 

READ 180 

Orton- Gillingham 

Orton-Gillingham, Spanish version 

Lexia Reading SOS
New

High Point
	SIPPS 

REWARDS
Great Leaps
Read Naturally
Corrective Reading 

Wilson Reading System
LANGUAGE!
Fast Track Reading Program
Auditory Discrimination in Depth
Boys Town “Reading is FAME”
Computer Assisted Instruction (CAI) research base:

Read 180
Orton-Gillingham
Lexia Reading SOS
New

High Point is too new for research, but has been adopted by California as one of five approved intervention programs for grades 4 – 8.




	Focus of Support
	Reading Programs: Descriptions
	Reading Programs: Research Base

	Age

18 – 21
	Read Naturally
Corrective Reading
Wilson Reading System
Rhoades to Reading
LANGUAGE! – Middle/High
Fast Track Reading Program 
Great Leaps
Auditory Discrimination in Depth
Boys Town “Reading is FAME”
The Partnership for Reading
	Read Naturally
Corrective Reading 

Wilson Reading System
Rhoades to Reading
LANGUAGE!
Fast Track Reading Program
Great Leaps
Auditory Discrimination in Depth
Boys Town “Reading is FAME”
Research-Based Principals for Adult Basic Education: Reading Instruction


	
	
	


	Instructional Strategies and Techniques, including Accommodations and Modifications



	Strategies to enhance student engagement in curriculum:

The National Center on Accessing the General Curriculum presents teaching strategies that have a solid research base for children with disabilities. In addition, NCAGC has published a review of Effective Classroom Practices, and learning enhancements for use with struggling learners.

The What Works Clearinghouse gathers information about the research base and evidentiary rigor for a variety of strategies and content curriculum.

The Institute for Academic Access presents effective, research based teaching strategies for supporting students with disabilities in the general curriculum, including: Instructional technology, media and materials and Instructional Strategies
The Online Accommodations Bibliography is a resource presented by the National Center on Educational Outcomes. The bibliography is a searchable database of the research behind the effectiveness of a wide variety of accommodations for students with disabilities.

Effective teaching and learning strategies are described at Kansas University’s Institute for Effective Instruction.
.
	Teaching strategies to improve literacy in content areas:

Guided Practice (Six-Minute Solution, Read Naturally);

Preview and Summarization Strategies, Vocabulary and Comprehension Strategies (SOS-Student Owned Strategies, Collaborative Strategic Reading, Graphic Organizers).

Oregon Department of Education, Teaching and Learning to Standards, Reading Instructional Resources
Oregon Statewide Assessment accommodations and modifications should be used as instructional tools throughout the school year.

Strategic Literacy Initiative (Reading Apprenticeship)

The Lexile Framework for Reading
Assistive Technology Resources For some students, access to print is an issue that can be overcome or mitigated by assistive technology. The Oregon Technology Access Program is the Department’s primary source of information. Also of note are ldonline.org, the Wisconsin Assistive Technology Initiative and the Georgia Project for Assistive Technology.  The Don Johnston Company integrates instructional technology, computers, and literacy issues. 



	
	
	


Research Resources

On-line, Peer-Reviewed Education Journals

American Journal of Education
Publisher: University of Chicago Press

select American Journal of Education Electronic Edition

Published quarterly.  Full text articles from latest three issues. Browse content tables from 1995, order articles from your library.

Thought & Action Journal
Publisher: National Education Association

Published three times per year.  Full text articles available beginning with 1997.

Education Policy Analysis Archives
 Publisher: Arizona State University

Peer reviewed journal, beginning in 1993.

Essays in Education
Publisher: University of Southern Carolina Aiken

Peer reviewed journal, archives begin with 2002.

Meridian: A Middle School Technologies Journal
Publisher: North Carolina State University

Published twice yearly by NC State graduate students.  Archives begin with 1998.

History Teacher
Publisher: Society for History Education, American Historical Association

Published quarterly. Archived from 2000.

The following journals are available full text through EBSCOhost Academic Search Elite, a database provided by most public, academic or school libraries in Oregon.

American Secondary Education

Publisher: American Secondary Education; Ashland, OH

Examines current issues in secondary education and focuses on the major issues facing those involved with secondary education. Coverage from March 2001. Not peer reviewed.

Curriculum Review

Publisher: Paper Clip Holdings; Little Falls, NJ

Analytical reviews of K-12 textbooks and supplements to assist educators in the selection of instructional materials that best meet the needs of the schools and communities they serve. Published 9 times per year, coverage from 1990. Not peer reviewed.
Educational Assessment

Publisher: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates; Mahwah:NJ

Research on the educational assessment of students and programs. Published quarterly, coverage from 1993. Peer reviewed. 
Educational Leadership 

Publisher: Association for Supervision & Curriculum Development; Alexandria; VA

Articles presenting a variety of viewpoints aimed at leaders in elementary, middle and secondary education, those interested in curriculum, instruction, supervision and leadership in schools. Published 8 times per year, coverage from 1985, peer reviewed.

Educational Research Quarterly

Publisher: Educational Research Quarterly; Monroe; LA

Published quarterly, coverage from 2001.  One year lag time from print to electronic format.  Peer reviewed.

Educational Studies

Publisher: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates; Mahwah, NJ

Covers foundations of teaching and research methodologies. Published quarterly, coverage from 1987. Peer reviewed.  
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