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In 2006, Futurist Gary Marx published a book called Sixteen Trends: Their Profound Impact on our Future. In this book, Marx identifies some key trends that will change how our country operates. For example, Marx states that, "By 2030, 25 percent of our population will be 18 or younger and 31 percent will be 55 or older." This is the first time in the history of our nation that the older group will outnumber the younger people in our population. He goes on to discuss how this aging of our population will impact the Worker to Beneficiary Ratio. In 1950, 16 people were working for every 1 person drawing benefits. In 1960, that ratio stood at 5 to 1. By 2020, it is expected that for every person drawing benefits from the U.S. Social Security System there will be 2.4 people of working age to support them. I don't know about you, but I don't want my two and a half workers with a skill set that enables them to work at McDonalds. 

 Thomas Friedman, in The World is Flat, speaks about how our world has shrunk because of the digital age. Anything that can be digitized can be outsourced to either the smartest or cheapest producer” wherever they are located in our digitally connected world. According to a report published in 2005 by the Business Roundtable, “If current trends continue, more than 90% of all scientists and engineers in the world will be living in Asia by 2010.” 

Today, the skills and knowledge that prepare high school graduates for postsecondary education are viewed as the same set of skills and knowledge that prepare them for work and life. That is why it was vital that our state increase the high school graduation requirements. There are states out there that currently require 4 years of math and science. There are also states that have mandated, full day kindergarten for each of their students. This begs the question, "Will our Oregon students be able to compete nationally let alone internationally?" If we are going to compete globally, our Oregon public education system must create students who are able to think logically, be strategic problem solvers, and speak another language. In turn, this requires us to provide course work that is rigorous so that our students will be prepared to work in a world that has become very small indeed.  

Our children are our future. They deserve the very best in education that we can offer. Children sitting in our kindergarten and first grade classes today will be 21, 22, or 23 in 2023. Did you know that the amount of new technical information is doubling every 2 years? For students starting a four-year technical or college degree, this means that half of what they learn in their first year of study will be outdated by their third year of study. It is predicted that by 2010 this body of information will double every 72 hours. The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that today’s learner will have 10 to 14 jobs by age 38. According to former Secretary of Education, Richard Riley, the top 10 jobs that will be in demand in 2010 didn’t even exist in 2004. We are currently preparing our students for jobs that don’t yet exist using technologies that haven’t yet been invented in order to solve problems we don’t even know are problems yet. These statistics call all of us to question what is the relevant body of information we should be insuring that each student is taught. Gary Marx would say that the 21st Century skills we need to teach our students are the skills of collaboration, diplomacy, critical and creative thinking. Our curriculums must be aligned with standards and assessments, but they must also include more than what can be assessed on a paper and pencil multiple choice test. We need to look for ways to develop and improve assessments that measure growth and higher order thinking skills.  

Teachers that I encounter every day are working harder than ever to help student perform well on our high stakes standardized tests and meet the benchmarks. No one would argue with the fact that the world is in the midst of rapid change that has necessitated these rigorous standards but teachers everywhere have to balance that understanding with recognizing that they need to meet the needs of a dazzling array of knowledge, talents, skills, interests, abilities and behaviors seen in their students. They also must work very hard to personalize the learning for each student. This personalization is what has allowed us to produce the creative, innovative workers that America has always been known for. 
Rigor, relevance, high expectations and personalization. It is a tough balancing act we are being called on to deliver as educators. That is why an Educator Forum such as the one we are participating in today is so important. Thank you for your thoughtful deliberation. Your reflections today will help steer our course into the 21st Century.

