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Process for Exempting 10th Grade Students from PSAT/NMSQT® Test
Background
ORS 329.488 (2008) requires the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) to issue a contract to administer a nationally-normed assessment to all grade 10 public school students. The purpose of the test is to predict success and provide practice in taking college entrance exams.
The PSAT/NMSQT®, offered by the College Board, was selected and school districts must administer the test to 10th graders in October 2008.  Districts that have administered the ACT and wish to continue to do so may apply to ODE for a waiver.1 

Allowing Exemptions for Individual Students

The law allows a student and his/her parent/guardian to request an exemption from participating in the test.

Districts should carefully consider ways in which all students who may benefit from the test have the opportunity, including appropriate accommodations, to participate.  Below are procedures for allowing students to exempt themselves  from taking the PSAT/NMSQT®. 
Considerations in Exempting Students

There are several reasons a student might choose to not take the PSAT/NMSQT®.

1 The student has a disability and the student and parent of the student determines that the disability prohibits meaningful access to the PSAT/NMSQT®, even if the test were to be taken with the accommodations allowable by the College Board.2
2 The student is an English Language Learner, and the student and the parent of the student determines that the student’s English language level is too limited to allow meaningful access to the PSAT/NMSQT®,  (the test is given in English only).3
Participation Requirements

Districts are required to provide the opportunity for 10th grade students to take the PSAT/NMSQT®.  However, students are not required to participate in the test and there is no penalty to the school or district if a student chooses not to take the test.  There is no make-up opportunity.  The test is offered only on Oct. 15 or Oct. 18 at the school or district site.

The intent of the legislative action is to provide students with an early opportunity to take a college entrance exam and receive feedback on their potential for college or advanced level courses.  Districts should make every effort to provide this opportunity to Oregon students and their families.
____________________________
1.  ACT districts can apply to ODE for a waiver from administering the PSAT/NMSQT®; the process is on ODE’s Web site at:  http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1978.

2. Information on accommodations for students with disabilities is available at www.collegeboard.com/ssd or Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) at 609-771-7317 or ssd@info.collegeboard.org.

3. Districts may consider scores on the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) as well as other local information to make a recommendation about a student’s academic English proficiency.
August 2008


